
the law of life commonlit answers
the law of life commonlit answers serve as a vital resource for students and educators aiming to
deepen their understanding of literary analysis and thematic interpretation. This article explores the
importance of these answers in enhancing comprehension of "The Law of Life," a short story by Jack
London. It will provide detailed insights into the narrative’s themes, characters, and symbolism,
offering clear explanations that align with commonlit’s educational objectives. Moreover, the article
will guide readers on how to approach the questions effectively to improve critical thinking and
textual analysis skills. Emphasizing key literary elements, this discussion will assist learners in
navigating the complexities of the text while reinforcing academic concepts. The following sections
outline a structured approach to mastering the law of life commonlit answers for academic success.

Understanding the Context of "The Law of Life"

Key Themes Explored in the Story

Character Analysis and Motivations

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Commonlit Questions and Answer Strategies

Tips for Effective Literary Analysis

Understanding the Context of "The Law of Life"
Grasping the context in which "The Law of Life" was written is essential for interpreting its meaning
and significance. Jack London authored this story in the early 20th century, reflecting on themes of
survival, nature, and the inevitability of death. The narrative is set within the harsh environment of
the Alaskan wilderness, where indigenous cultural perspectives and natural laws govern life and
death. Recognizing these historical and environmental factors provides a foundation for analyzing the
law of life commonlit answers accurately.

Historical and Cultural Background
The story draws heavily on the customs and philosophies of Native American tribes, particularly the
idea that life and death are intertwined forces governed by natural laws. Understanding this cultural
viewpoint clarifies the protagonist’s acceptance of mortality and the story’s somber tone. This
background enriches the interpretation of the narrative and supports nuanced answers to
comprehension questions.



Author’s Purpose and Perspective
Jack London uses his storytelling to examine humanity’s relationship with nature and the cycle of life.
His purpose includes highlighting the inevitability of death and the dignity found in accepting natural
laws. Acknowledging the author’s perspective aids in comprehending thematic elements and
enhances responses to literary analysis prompts.

Key Themes Explored in the Story
The law of life commonlit answers often require identifying and explaining the central themes of the
story. "The Law of Life" revolves around several interconnected themes that underscore its message
and moral lessons. Understanding these themes is critical for an effective textual analysis and
accurate response to related questions.

The Inevitability of Death
This theme is the cornerstone of the narrative. The story emphasizes that death is an unavoidable
part of existence, governed by natural laws that no individual can escape. The protagonist’s calm
acceptance of his fate exemplifies this universal truth.

The Cycle of Nature
The story illustrates life as a continuous cycle where death feeds new life, symbolizing the balance
and order inherent in nature. This theme aligns with indigenous beliefs and reinforces the story’s
philosophical message.

Survival and Human Resilience
Though death is inevitable, the story also highlights human endurance and the instinct to survive. The
protagonist’s reflections on his life and memories reveal the strength and resilience required to face
mortality.

Character Analysis and Motivations
Analyzing the characters and their motivations is a common component of the law of life commonlit
answers. Understanding the protagonist’s mindset and actions sheds light on the story’s deeper
meanings and supports critical interpretations.

Ol’ Koskoosh: The Protagonist
Ol’ Koskoosh is an elderly Native American man left behind by his tribe to die as per their customs.
His acceptance of death and calm demeanor highlight his wisdom and understanding of natural laws.
Analyzing his character helps in interpreting the story’s themes of acceptance and dignity.



The Tribe’s Role
The tribe’s decision to leave Ol’ Koskoosh behind reflects cultural traditions and survival strategies in
harsh conditions. This action underscores the story’s exploration of communal values versus
individual fate.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
The law of life commonlit answers often delve into the symbolism and literary techniques employed
by Jack London. Recognizing these devices enhances comprehension and enriches analysis of the
text.

Symbolism of Nature
Nature in the story symbolizes the unstoppable force of life and death. Elements such as the cold, the
fire, and the wilderness serve as metaphors for the natural laws governing existence.

Use of Imagery and Tone
London’s use of vivid imagery paints a stark and realistic picture of the environment, evoking
emotions that reinforce the story’s themes. The somber tone reflects the inevitability and seriousness
of death.

Foreshadowing and Narrative Structure
The story’s structure and subtle foreshadowing prepare the reader for the protagonist’s fate, creating
a cohesive and impactful narrative experience.

Commonlit Questions and Answer Strategies
Effectively addressing commonlit questions related to "The Law of Life" requires a strategic approach.
Understanding the types of questions and how to formulate thorough answers is key to academic
success.

Types of Questions

Comprehension Questions: Focus on plot details and character actions.

Analytical Questions: Require interpretation of themes, symbols, and literary devices.

Critical Thinking Questions: Encourage evaluation of the author’s message and relevance.



Answering Techniques
To answer questions effectively, students should:

Read the text thoroughly to grasp content and nuances.1.

Identify key themes and supporting details.2.

Use textual evidence to back up responses.3.

Explain the significance of literary devices and symbolism.4.

Maintain clarity and coherence in writing.5.

Tips for Effective Literary Analysis
Mastering the law of life commonlit answers also involves honing skills in literary analysis. The
following tips support a structured and insightful examination of the text.

Close Reading
Engage in careful reading to notice subtle details, word choices, and tone. This practice reveals
deeper meanings and enriches interpretation.

Contextual Understanding
Consider the historical, cultural, and authorial context to inform analysis and avoid superficial
interpretations.

Organized Writing
Present answers in a logical order, beginning with a clear thesis, followed by supporting arguments
and evidence.

Use of Literary Terminology
Incorporate appropriate literary terms such as metaphor, motif, and theme to demonstrate analytical
proficiency.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Law of Life' by Jack London?
'The Law of Life' explores the inevitability of death and the natural cycle of life, emphasizing
acceptance of mortality as a fundamental law of existence.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Law of Life' and what is his
situation?
The protagonist is Koskoosh, an old Native American chief who is left behind by his tribe to die of
exposure, highlighting themes of survival and the harsh realities of nature.

How does 'The Law of Life' reflect the concept of naturalism in
literature?
'The Law of Life' reflects naturalism by portraying humans as subject to natural forces beyond their
control, focusing on the indifferent power of nature and the inevitability of death.

What is the significance of the flashbacks in 'The Law of Life'?
The flashbacks provide insight into Koskoosh's past experiences and relationships, deepening the
reader's understanding of his character and his acceptance of death as part of life's natural law.

Why do some CommonLit answer guides emphasize the
symbolism in 'The Law of Life'?
Symbolism, such as the imagery of the snow and the fire, is emphasized because it represents the
harshness of nature and the warmth of life, reinforcing the story's themes about the cycle of life and
death.

Additional Resources
1. The Law of Life by Jack London: A Study Guide
This guide offers a comprehensive analysis of Jack London's short story "The Law of Life." It explores
the themes of survival, nature, and the inevitability of death, providing readers with insightful
answers and explanations. Ideal for students seeking to deepen their understanding of the story's
moral and philosophical undertones.

2. CommonLit Literature Guide: The Law of Life
Designed specifically for educators and students, this guide breaks down the key elements of "The
Law of Life" as featured on CommonLit. It includes discussion questions, vocabulary lists, and answer
keys to help facilitate classroom learning and comprehension. The resource is tailored to enhance
critical thinking about the story’s themes.

3. Understanding Jack London's "The Law of Life"



This book delves into the historical and cultural context surrounding Jack London’s work, offering
detailed interpretations of "The Law of Life." Readers will find thematic explorations and character
analyses that enrich their grasp of the story. The book also includes sample CommonLit answers to
help readers prepare for assessments.

4. Survival and Mortality: Themes in The Law of Life
Focusing on the central themes of survival and the natural cycle of life and death, this book examines
how Jack London portrays human resilience and acceptance. It provides a thematic breakdown and
guided questions with answers based on CommonLit resources. This text encourages readers to
reflect on the story’s philosophical messages.

5. CommonLit Answer Key Companion: The Law of Life
This companion book serves as an answer key for CommonLit’s "The Law of Life" reading materials. It
provides detailed explanations for each question, ensuring students can verify their understanding
and learn from any mistakes. The clear, concise answers make it a valuable study aid for both
teachers and learners.

6. Exploring Nature and Human Existence in The Law of Life
This analysis explores the relationship between humans and the natural world as depicted in Jack
London’s story. It discusses how the story reflects on human mortality and the acceptance of life’s
laws. The book includes guided CommonLit-style questions and answers to support deeper
comprehension.

7. Literary Themes in Jack London’s The Law of Life
A focused literary critique that highlights major themes such as inevitability, nature’s indifference,
and cultural traditions in "The Law of Life." The book provides context and explanations that align with
CommonLit curriculum requirements. It also offers sample answers to common study questions.

8. The Philosophy of Death in The Law of Life
This book investigates the philosophical aspects of death and dying as portrayed in the story. It
discusses how Jack London uses narrative to confront the natural end of life and encourages readers
to contemplate mortality. The text includes CommonLit discussion points with suggested answers for
classroom use.

9. Jack London’s The Law of Life: Comprehension and Analysis
A comprehensive resource combining summary, analysis, and question-and-answer sections based on
CommonLit materials. It aims to improve reading comprehension and critical thinking skills related to
the story. This book is suited for students preparing for exams or writing assignments on the story.
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