the lost colony of roanoke worksheet answers

the lost colony of roanoke worksheet answers provide essential insights into one of the most
intriguing mysteries in American history. This article offers detailed explanations and factual
information to assist students and educators in understanding the historical context, key events, and
unresolved questions surrounding the Lost Colony of Roanoke. By exploring the background of the
Roanoke settlement, the challenges faced by the colonists, and the various theories about their
disappearance, this guide aims to clarify common worksheet questions. Additionally, it highlights
important dates, notable figures, and archaeological findings relevant to the Lost Colony. This
comprehensive overview is designed to improve comprehension and support accurate responses for
educational worksheets focused on this topic. The article also includes a structured table of contents
for easy navigation.
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Background of the Lost Colony of Roanoke

The Lost Colony of Roanoke refers to the English settlement established on Roanoke Island, located
off the coast of present-day North Carolina. Founded in 1587, it was among the first attempts by
England to create a permanent colony in the New World. Sponsored by Sir Walter Raleigh, the
Roanoke Colony was intended to establish a strategic foothold for England in North America and to
expand trade opportunities. However, the colony became famous for its mysterious disappearance,
as when supply ships returned in 1590, the settlers had vanished without clear explanation.
Understanding the origins and purpose of the Roanoke settlement is essential for grasping the
significance of the Lost Colony in American colonial history.

Establishment and Purpose

The Roanoke Colony was established as part of England’s efforts to compete with Spanish
dominance in the Americas. The settlement was intended to serve as a base for exploration, trade,
and potential military advantage. The colonists included men, women, and children, indicating plans
for a permanent community rather than just a military outpost. The location was chosen due to its



proximity to navigable waters and potential for agriculture.

Early Expeditions

Before the 1587 settlement, two earlier expeditions were sent to Roanoke Island in 1584 and 1585.
These initial missions focused on scouting and establishing relations with local Native American
tribes. These expeditions laid the groundwork for the later, larger group of settlers who arrived in
1587. The early contact with indigenous peoples influenced the colony’s development and
challenges.

Key Figures and Timeline

Understanding the Lost Colony requires familiarity with the prominent figures and the chronology of
events related to the Roanoke settlement. These details are crucial for answering worksheet
questions accurately and comprehending the broader historical context.

Sir Walter Raleigh

As the primary sponsor of the Roanoke expeditions, Sir Walter Raleigh played a pivotal role in
promoting English colonization efforts. Although he never visited the colony himself, Raleigh’s
support provided funding and political backing. His vision for an English presence in the New World
was a driving force behind the establishment of Roanoke.

John White

John White was the governor of the 1587 Roanoke Colony and a skilled artist who documented the
landscape and native peoples through detailed drawings. White’s leadership was critical during the
early months of the settlement. After returning to England for supplies, he was delayed for three
years due to war and weather, which contributed to the mystery surrounding the colony’s fate.

Important Dates

1. 1584: First exploratory expedition to Roanoke Island.
2. 1585: Second expedition establishes a temporary colony.

3. 1587: The Lost Colony is established with John White as governor.



4. 1590: John White returns to Roanoke and finds the colony deserted.

Challenges Faced by the Colonists

The settlers of Roanoke faced numerous difficulties that impacted their survival and may have
contributed to their disappearance. These challenges are often highlighted in worksheet questions
and require thorough understanding to answer effectively.

Harsh Environmental Conditions

Roanoke Island’s climate and geography presented obstacles such as unpredictable weather, poor
soil for farming, and limited fresh water sources. These factors made sustaining a growing colony
difficult, especially during the initial years.

Relations with Native Americans

The colonists’ interactions with local tribes were complex. While some relationships were friendly
and involved trade, others were marked by tension and conflict. The stability of these relations was
crucial for the colony’s survival but remained fragile throughout the settlement period.

Supply Shortages

The colony was heavily dependent on supply shipments from England. Delays and
interruptions—exacerbated by the Anglo-Spanish War—Ileft the settlers without adequate food, tools,
and reinforcements. John White’s delayed return in 1590 meant the colony was isolated for three
years, increasing vulnerability.

The Mystery of Disappearance

The defining aspect of the Lost Colony is the complete disappearance of its inhabitants by the time
John White returned in 1590. No conclusive evidence has ever explained the fate of the colonists,
making it one of the enduring mysteries of early American history.

The Croatoan Clue



One of the few clues left behind was the word “Croatoan” carved into a post and “Cro” etched into a
nearby tree. This has led historians to speculate that the colonists might have relocated to Croatoan
Island (now Hatteras Island) or assimilated with local tribes. However, no definitive proof has
surfaced.

Absence of Distress Signals

Notably, there were no signs of struggle or attempts to flee under duress. The lack of clear distress
signals or evidence of violence adds to the mystery and fuels various hypotheses about peaceful
relocation or integration with indigenous peoples.

Theories and Evidence

Numerous theories have been proposed over the centuries to explain the Lost Colony’s
disappearance. These theories are central to many worksheet questions and require a balanced
presentation of evidence and speculation.

Integration with Native Tribes

One of the most widely accepted theories is that the colonists were absorbed into nearby Native
American tribes for survival. This theory is supported by oral histories and some archaeological
findings of European artifacts in Native American sites.

Death by Starvation or Disease

Some historians suggest the settlers may have perished due to starvation, disease, or harsh
conditions. The lack of supplies and isolation could have led to the gradual demise of the colony
without survivors to report the events.

Relocation Attempts

Another possibility is that the colonists attempted to relocate to a safer area but were lost during the
process. The carving of “Croatoan” could indicate an intended move, but no definitive settlement has
been identified.

Spanish Attack Hypothesis



Given the conflict between England and Spain at the time, some speculate that Spanish forces might
have destroyed the colony. However, no historical records confirm such an attack on Roanoke.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Below are frequently asked questions related to the Lost Colony of Roanoke, along with detailed
answers to assist with worksheet completion and understanding.

1. What was the purpose of the Roanoke Colony?
The colony was established to create a permanent English settlement for exploration, trade,
and expanding English influence in the New World.
2. Who was John White and what was his role?
John White was the governor of the 1587 Roanoke Colony and an artist. He led the settlement
and returned to England for supplies, returning three years later to find the colony deserted.
3. What does the word "Croatoan" signify?

"Croatoan" was carved into a post at the abandoned settlement, possibly indicating the
colonists moved to Croatoan Island or had contact with the Croatoan tribe.

4. Why did the colony fail?
The colony faced environmental challenges, supply shortages, and complex relations with
Native Americans. The exact cause of failure remains unknown due to the lack of conclusive
evidence.

5. What are some theories explaining the disappearance?

Theories include integration with Native tribes, starvation or disease, relocation, and potential
Spanish attacks, though none have been definitively proven.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Lost Colony of Roanoke?

The Lost Colony of Roanoke refers to the English settlers who established a colony on Roanoke



Island in the late 16th century and mysteriously disappeared with little trace.

Why is the Lost Colony of Roanoke significant in American
history?

It is significant because it was the first English attempt to establish a permanent settlement in the
Americas, and its disappearance remains one of the oldest unsolved mysteries in U.S. history.

What are common theories about what happened to the Lost
Colony of Roanoke?

Common theories include assimilation with local Native American tribes, relocation to another area,
or destruction by hostile forces or environmental hardships.

What word was found carved into a tree at the Roanoke site,
and why is it important?

The word 'CROATOAN' was found carved into a tree, which is important because it may provide a
clue about the colonists' fate or intended destination.

How do worksheet answers about the Lost Colony of Roanoke
help students?

They help students understand historical context, analyze evidence, and explore different theories
about the colony's disappearance, fostering critical thinking skills.

Where can students find reliable answers for a Lost Colony of
Roanoke worksheet?

Students can find reliable answers in history textbooks, educational websites like National
Geographic or History.com, and teacher-provided resources.

Additional Resources

1. The Lost Colony of Roanoke: An Unsolved Mystery

This book explores the mysterious disappearance of the Roanoke settlers in the late 16th century. It
delves into historical records, eyewitness accounts, and theories proposed by historians and
archaeologists. Readers gain insight into the various hypotheses surrounding the colony’s fate,
including assimilation with local tribes and natural disasters.

2. Roanoke: Solving the Mystery of the Lost Colony

Written by an expert historian, this book presents a detailed investigation of the Roanoke Colony’s
disappearance. It includes archaeological findings and analysis of early English colonization efforts.
The author also discusses the cultural and political context of the era, helping readers understand
the challenges faced by the settlers.



3. The Mystery of Roanoke Island

This book provides a comprehensive overview of Roanoke Island’s history and the enigmatic loss of
its first English settlers. It combines historical narrative with engaging illustrations and maps. Ideal
for students and history enthusiasts, it encourages critical thinking about one of America’s oldest
colonial mysteries.

4. Roanoke: The Lost Colony Revealed

Focusing on recent archaeological discoveries, this book reveals new evidence about the fate of the
Roanoke settlers. It discusses how modern technology has shed light on previously unanswered
questions. The book balances scholarly research with accessible storytelling, making it suitable for a
wide audience.

5. The Lost Colony of Roanoke: Fact and Fiction

This title separates historical facts from myths and legends surrounding the Roanoke Colony. It
examines popular stories and folklore, comparing them with documented historical data. Readers
learn to distinguish between evidence-based history and imaginative storytelling.

6. Roanoke: America’s Enduring Mystery

This book explores the cultural impact of the Roanoke mystery on American history and identity. It
looks at how the lost colony has been portrayed in literature, media, and public memory. The author
also discusses ongoing efforts to uncover the truth and preserve the site for future generations.

7. The Secret of the Lost Colony: Roanoke’s Enigma

Focusing on the enigmatic clues left behind by the settlers, this book investigates the possible
meanings of the word “CROATOAN” and other archaeological signs. It presents various theories
supported by historical evidence and indigenous oral histories. The narrative invites readers to
ponder what really happened to the colonists.

8. Roanoke: The First English Settlement and Its Disappearance

This book offers a chronological account of the establishment, struggles, and vanishing of the
Roanoke Colony. It highlights the interactions between English settlers and Native American tribes.
The detailed analysis provides context for understanding the colony’s challenges and the mystery of
its fate.

9. The Lost Colony: Roanoke Island and the Birth of America

This title connects the story of Roanoke with the broader narrative of America’s early colonial
history. It explores the significance of the lost colony in shaping English colonization strategies and
American identity. Through engaging storytelling, readers gain a deeper appreciation of Roanoke’s
lasting legacy.
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