the medicine bag commonlit answer key

the medicine bag commonlit answer key is an essential resource for students and educators working
with the short story "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. This story, often included in
middle and high school curricula, explores themes of cultural heritage, identity, and family traditions
through the narrative of a young boy reconnecting with his Native American roots. The medicine bag
itself symbolizes the continuity of cultural knowledge and respect for ancestry. Understanding the
guestions and answers related to this story enhances comprehension and critical analysis, making the
medicine bag commonlit answer key a valuable tool. This article provides a detailed guide to the
answer key, breaking down key questions and thematic elements to help users navigate the text
effectively. Following this introduction, a clear table of contents outlines the main sections covered in

the article.
¢ Overview of "The Medicine Bag"
e Purpose and Benefits of the CommonLit Answer Key
¢ Detailed Explanation of Key Questions

e Themes and Symbolism in the Story

¢ Tips for Using the Medicine Bag CommonLit Answer Key

Overview of '"The Medicine Bag"

"The Medicine Bag" is a short story written by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve that centers on Martin, a

young boy who struggles with his Native American heritage. The narrative unfolds as Martin's



grandfather visits and gives him a traditional medicine bag, a sacred family heirloom. This gift initiates
a journey of self-discovery and respect for cultural traditions. The story is widely used in CommonlLit

reading programs to teach students about cultural identity and the significance of ancestral customs.

The story is concise yet rich in cultural meaning, making it an ideal educational text. It encourages
discussions about heritage, family values, and the importance of preserving traditions in a modern

world.

Purpose and Benefits of the CommonLit Answer Key

The medicine bag commonlit answer key serves as a comprehensive guide for students and educators
to better understand the story's content and underlying messages. It provides accurate answers to

comprehension and analysis questions, facilitating deeper engagement with the text.

Benefits of using the answer key include:

¢ Clarification of difficult vocabulary and concepts

¢ Insight into character motivations and plot developments

e Support for identifying literary devices and themes

e Enhanced preparation for classroom discussions and assessments

¢ Time-saving for teachers preparing lesson plans and grading

Detailed Explanation of Key Questions

The commonlit answer key addresses a variety of questions designed to test comprehension and

critical thinking. These questions typically cover plot details, character analysis, thematic elements, and



vocabulary.

Understanding the Plot

Questions focused on plot help students recall significant events such as Martin’s initial reluctance to
accept his grandfather’s gift, the significance of the medicine bag, and the transformation in Martin’s
attitude by the story’s conclusion. The answer key explains these turning points and their implications

clearly.

Character Analysis

Key questions often explore the development of Martin’s character and his relationship with his
grandfather. The answer key highlights how Martin’s journey represents a broader theme of cultural

identity and respect for heritage.

Thematic and Symbolic Questions

Many questions target the story’s themes and symbols, particularly the medicine bag itself. The
answer key elucidates the symbolism behind the medicine bag as a representation of cultural

continuity, spiritual protection, and family legacy.

Vocabulary and Language

The answer key also assists with understanding challenging vocabulary words and phrases, providing

definitions and context to enhance comprehension.



Themes and Symbolism in the Story

The medicine bag commonlit answer key offers in-depth explanations of the central themes and

symbolic elements, which are crucial for a full appreciation of the story.

Cultural Heritage and Identity

The story emphasizes the importance of recognizing and honoring one’s cultural roots. Martin’s initial
embarrassment gives way to pride as he learns the significance of his heritage through the medicine

bag.

Family and Tradition

The narrative portrays family bonds and the transmission of traditions across generations. The

grandfather’s role as a carrier of culture is central, with the medicine bag symbolizing this connection.

Respect and Understanding

The story encourages respect for different cultures and perspectives. Martin’s transformation highlights

the value of empathy and open-mindedness.

Symbolism of the Medicine Bag

The medicine bag is a powerful symbol representing spiritual protection, cultural identity, and the

continuity of ancestral knowledge. It serves as a tangible link between past and present for Martin.



Tips for Using the Medicine Bag CommonLit Answer Key

Maximizing the benefits of the medicine bag commonlit answer key involves strategic use tailored to

educational goals.

Pre-Reading Preparation: Review key vocabulary and background information to set context.

Guided Reading: Use the answer key to clarify difficult passages during reading sessions.

Post-Reading Discussions: Reference thematic explanations to facilitate classroom dialogue.

Assessment Preparation: Employ the answer key to review and reinforce comprehension before

quizzes or tests.

» Supplemental Learning: Incorporate the answer key into writing assignments and projects

focused on cultural studies.

By integrating these approaches, students gain a more comprehensive understanding of the story and

its cultural significance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Medicine Bag' in the CommonlLit
answer key?

The main theme of 'The Medicine Bag' is the importance of cultural heritage and family traditions.



Who are the central characters in 'The Medicine Bag' according to the
CommonlLit answer key?

The central characters are Martin, his grandfather, and Martin's parents.

What significance does the medicine bag hold in the story 'The
Medicine Bag'?

The medicine bag symbolizes the grandfather's heritage, spiritual beliefs, and connection to his Native

American culture.

How does Martin's perspective change throughout 'The Medicine Bag'
as reflected in the CommonLit answers?

Martin initially feels embarrassed about his grandfather but grows to appreciate and respect his

heritage and the medicine bag.

What lesson does Martin learn from his grandfather in 'The Medicine
Bag'?

Martin learns the value of honoring family traditions and understanding one’s cultural identity.

How does the setting influence the story 'The Medicine Bag' according
to CommonlLit analysis?
The setting, which includes both the city and the family’s ancestral land, highlights the contrast

between modern life and traditional Native American culture.

What role does the grandfather play in 'The Medicine Bag' as



described in the CommonLit answer key?

The grandfather serves as a bridge between the past and present, imparting wisdom and cultural

values to Martin.

Additional Resources

1. The Medicine Bag by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve

This story follows a young boy named Martin who learns about his Native American heritage through a
special medicine bag passed down by his grandfather. It explores themes of cultural identity, respect
for tradition, and the bond between generations. The narrative highlights the importance of

understanding and honoring one’s roots.

2. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac

This historical novel tells the story of a young Navajo boy who becomes a code talker for the U.S.
Marines during World War Il. It provides insight into Native American culture and the significant
contributions of the Navajo people. The book also touches on themes of courage, loyalty, and cultural

pride.

3. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
A poignant coming-of-age story about a girl named Salamanca who embarks on a road trip to find her
mother. The novel delves into themes of family, loss, and understanding others’ perspectives. It also

integrates Native American folklore and symbolism throughout the narrative.

4. Moon Over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool

Set in a small town with a rich history, this novel follows a young girl uncovering secrets about her
father’s past. The story combines mystery, adventure, and historical elements, revealing the
importance of community and heritage. It emphasizes the value of knowing one’s background and

stories.

5. Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis



This novel focuses on a young Native American girl and her family as they face the challenges of
losing their tribal recognition. It highlights issues of identity, cultural survival, and the impact of

government policies on Native communities. The story is both educational and emotionally engaging.

6. Thank You, Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving by Laurie Halse Anderson
A historical picture book telling the story of Sarah Hale, who advocated for Thanksgiving to become a
national holiday. While not directly related to Native American culture, it provides context about

American traditions and history. The book encourages appreciation for perseverance and advocacy.

7. Rain School by James Rumford
This beautifully illustrated book tells the story of children in a Sudanese village who attend school
during the rainy season. It reflects themes of education, resilience, and community support. Although

not about Native American culture, it shares universal lessons about learning and growth.

8. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
A novel in verse about a young girl fleeing Vietnam and adjusting to life in the United States. It
explores themes of immigration, adaptation, and cultural identity. The book offers a perspective on the

challenges of preserving heritage in a new environment.

9. The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich
Set in the 19th century, this novel follows an Ojibwe girl named Omakayas and her family as they live
off the land and face the challenges of their time. It provides an intimate look at Native American life,

traditions, and the natural world. The story is rich in cultural detail and emotional depth.
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