the medicine bag comprehension
questions and answers

the medicine bag comprehension questions and answers serve as an essential
tool for understanding the themes, characters, and cultural significance of
the story "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. This article
explores a variety of questions designed to enhance comprehension and provoke
thoughtful analysis of the narrative. Readers will gain insights into the
plot, character development, symbolism, and the cultural heritage portrayed
in the story. Through detailed answers, the article facilitates a deeper
appreciation of the text’s message about identity, tradition, and family.
Additionally, it provides educators and students with valuable resources for
discussion and assessment. The following sections will break down key
comprehension questions and answers related to "The Medicine Bag" to support
learning and engagement.

e Understanding the Plot of "The Medicine Bag"
e Character Analysis and Development

e The Cultural Significance of the Medicine Bag
e Symbolism and Themes in the Story

e Sample Comprehension Questions and Answers

Understanding the Plot of "The Medicine Bag"

The plot of "The Medicine Bag" revolves around the experiences of Martin, a
young Native American boy, and his grandfather who visits him in the city.
Central to the story is the passing down of a medicine bag, a sacred cultural
artifact, which carries deep spiritual meaning. The narrative highlights
Martin’s initial embarrassment about his heritage and his eventual acceptance
and pride in his Native American identity. Understanding the sequence of
events and the setting is crucial for grasping the story’s message about
family bonds and cultural tradition.

Summary of Key Events

The story begins with Martin’s grandfather arriving from the reservation to
visit him. Martin feels self-conscious about his grandfather’s old-fashioned
appearance and worries about how his friends will perceive him. During the
visit, Martin learns about the significance of the medicine bag, which his



grandfather entrusts to him as a symbol of their heritage. This moment
represents a turning point in Martin’s attitude toward his culture. The story
concludes with Martin embracing his Native American identity and
understanding the importance of the heritage passed down through generations.

Setting and Its Role

The story is set both in an urban environment and on the reservation,
highlighting the contrast between Martin’s everyday life and his cultural
roots. This setting underscores the theme of cultural assimilation versus
preservation. The shift in location throughout the plot helps readers see
Martin’s internal conflict and growth as he bridges two worlds.

Character Analysis and Development

Understanding the characters in "The Medicine Bag" is essential for answering
comprehension questions effectively. The story primarily focuses on Martin
and his grandfather, whose relationship drives the narrative and thematic
development.

Martin’s Character

Martin begins the story feeling ashamed of his grandfather and his Native
American background. His journey throughout the story reflects a
transformation from embarrassment to pride. This change is critical for
understanding the story’s message about identity and cultural acceptance.

Grandfather’s Role

The grandfather serves as a cultural link between past and present. He
embodies tradition, wisdom, and the spiritual connection to their heritage.
By entrusting Martin with the medicine bag, he encourages the younger
generation to honor and preserve their culture.

Supporting Characters

Other characters, such as Martin’s parents and friends, help illustrate
societal attitudes and pressures that influence Martin’s initial feelings.
Their interactions with Martin provide context for his personal growth.



The Cultural Significance of the Medicine Bag

The medicine bag is a central symbol in the story, representing Native
American spirituality and cultural identity. Understanding its importance is
vital for answering comprehension questions related to symbolism and theme.

Meaning and Purpose of the Medicine Bag

The medicine bag contains sacred items believed to hold spiritual power and
protection. It is traditionally passed down through generations, symbolizing
continuity, heritage, and a connection to ancestors. The story highlights the
medicine bag as a tangible representation of cultural pride and identity.

Role in the Story’s Message

By focusing on the medicine bag, the story communicates themes of respect for
tradition and the importance of maintaining cultural roots in a changing
world. It also teaches about the reconciliation of modern life with ancestral
values.

Importance in Native American Culture

Medicine bags are significant in many Native American tribes, serving both
spiritual and ceremonial purposes. The story educates readers about this
cultural practice, promoting greater understanding and appreciation.

Symbolism and Themes in the Story

Symbolism and thematic elements enrich the meaning of "The Medicine Bag" and
are common focal points for comprehension questions. Exploring these aspects
deepens the reader’s engagement with the text.

Major Themes

e Identity and Self-Acceptance: Martin’s journey represents the struggle
and eventual acceptance of one’s cultural identity.

e Family and Heritage: The story emphasizes the importance of family ties
and passing down traditions.

e Cultural Preservation: It highlights the value of maintaining cultural
practices despite modern pressures.



e Respect and Honor: The narrative teaches respect for elders and cultural
artifacts.

Symbolic Elements

The medicine bag itself is the primary symbol, but other elements like the
grandfather’s clothing and the contrast between city and reservation settings
also carry symbolic weight. These elements help illustrate the clash and
blending of cultures.

Sample Comprehension Questions and Answers

This section provides examples of comprehension questions related to "The
Medicine Bag" with detailed answers to support understanding and discussion.

Example Questions

1. What is the significance of the medicine bag in the story?

2. How does Martin’s attitude toward his heritage change throughout the
story?

3. Describe the relationship between Martin and his grandfather.
4. What role does setting play in the story?

5. Identify and explain one major theme in "The Medicine Bag."

Example Answers

1. The medicine bag symbolizes Native American heritage, spirituality, and
the connection to ancestors. It is a sacred object passed down to Martin
to honor his cultural identity.

2. Martin initially feels embarrassed about his grandfather and Native
American background, but by the end, he embraces his heritage with pride
and respect.

3. Martin and his grandfather share a special bond that represents the
passing of traditions and cultural knowledge from one generation to the
next.



4. The setting contrasts the urban environment where Martin lives with the
reservation where his grandfather comes from, highlighting the tension
between modern life and cultural roots.

5. A major theme is identity and self-acceptance, as Martin learns to
appreciate and take pride in his Native American heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Medicine Bag'?

'The Medicine Bag' primarily explores themes of cultural heritage, identity,
and the importance of family traditions.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Medicine Bag' and
what is his relationship to the medicine bag?

The protagonist is Martin, a young boy who receives his grandfather's
medicine bag, symbolizing his connection to his Native American heritage.

Why is the medicine bag important in the story?

The medicine bag is important because it represents the family's traditions,
spiritual beliefs, and the continuity of their cultural identity.

How does Martin’s perception of the medicine bag
change throughout the story?

At first, Martin is embarrassed by the medicine bag, but by the end of the
story, he understands and respects its significance.

What role does Martin’s grandfather play in the
story?

Martin's grandfather serves as a cultural link, passing down traditions and
the medicine bag to Martin, helping him embrace his heritage.

What lesson does Martin learn from receiving the
medicine bag?

Martin learns the value of his cultural roots and the importance of honoring
family traditions.



How does the setting influence the story in 'The
Medicine Bag'?

The rural setting highlights the contrast between modern life and traditional
Native American culture, emphasizing the story’s theme of cultural
preservation.

What is the significance of the ceremony involving
the medicine bag?

The ceremony signifies a rite of passage for Martin, marking his acceptance
of his responsibilities and heritage.

Additional Resources

1. The Medicine Bag by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve

This is the original story that introduces readers to the importance of
heritage and family traditions. It follows a young Lakota boy named Martin
who receives a sacred medicine bag from his grandfather. The story explores
themes of identity, respect, and cultural pride. Comprehension questions
often focus on symbolism and character development.

2. Indian Shoes by Cynthia Leitich Smith

This book tells the story of a young Native American boy who learns about his
cultural heritage through the gift of moccasins. It emphasizes the
significance of understanding one’s roots and the connection between past and
present. The story offers rich material for discussions on tradition and
self-discovery.

3. Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say

A beautifully illustrated story about a man’s memories of his grandfather’s
travels between Japan and America. It reflects on the themes of home,
identity, and the blending of cultures. Readers can explore comprehension
questions related to perspective and emotional tone.

4. Where the Buffaloes Begin by Olaf Baker

This novel follows a young Native American boy navigating life on a
reservation while learning about his culture and family history. It deals
with themes of resilience, tradition, and personal growth. The book is
suitable for deeper comprehension questions about character motivation and
cultural context.

5. The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich

Set in 1847, this story centers on an Ojibwe girl and her family, portraying
their daily life and challenges. It provides insights into Native American
culture, environment, and history. Comprehension questions often encourage
readers to think about historical perspectives and cultural preservation.



6. Rain Player by David Wisniewski

Based on a traditional Mexican folktale, this story involves themes of
respect for nature and cultural rituals. It is useful for exploring the role
of storytelling in cultural heritage and understanding symbolism. Questions
can focus on plot, character decisions, and cultural values.

7. Shaman’s Apprentice by Lynne Cherry

This book tells the story of a young girl who learns about her culture and
the environment through the teachings of a shaman. It highlights the
importance of tradition and environmental stewardship. Comprehension
questions can delve into themes, character relationships, and cultural
significance.

8. Spirit of the Lakota by Joseph Marshall III

A narrative that explores the values, beliefs, and history of the Lakota
people through storytelling. It provides a rich cultural context and promotes
understanding of Native American spirituality. Readers can engage with
questions about cultural values, symbolism, and narrative structure.

9. My Name is Not Easy by Debby Dahl Edwardson

This novel addresses the challenges faced by Native Alaskan children sent to
boarding schools. It explores identity, cultural loss, and resilience. The
book is ideal for comprehension questions related to themes, character
development, and historical context.
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