
the monkeys paw commonlit answer key
the monkeys paw commonlit answer key is an essential resource for students and educators
seeking to understand the nuances of W.W. Jacobs' classic short story, "The Monkey's Paw." This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the commonlit answer key, helping readers navigate
the complex themes, character developments, and plot elements featured in the text. By exploring
detailed explanations and interpretations, the answer key aids in enhancing comprehension and
critical thinking. Additionally, the discussion includes commonlit's approach to questions, literary
devices, and vocabulary, which are crucial for academic success. Whether preparing for exams or
deepening literary analysis, this guide ensures a clear grasp of the story’s moral and symbolic
layers. The following sections will break down key components of the answer key to facilitate a
thorough understanding.

Overview of The Monkey’s Paw Commonlit Answer Key

Key Themes and Symbolism in The Monkey’s Paw

Character Analysis and Development

Plot Summary and Important Events

Commonlit Question Types and Sample Answers

Vocabulary and Literary Devices Explained

Overview of The Monkey’s Paw Commonlit Answer Key
The monkeys paw commonlit answer key serves as a structured guide to help readers interpret the
story’s intricate narrative and themes. It provides clear, concise responses to comprehension
questions, making it easier to analyze the text. The answer key aligns with commonlit’s educational
framework, emphasizing critical reading skills and textual evidence. This resource is designed to
assist both students and teachers by offering model answers that highlight key aspects of the story.
It also includes explanations that reinforce understanding of the author’s intent and the story’s
impact on readers.

Purpose and Structure of the Answer Key
The answer key is organized to correspond with the sequence of questions presented in the
commonlit platform. Each answer is crafted to be comprehensive yet straightforward, facilitating
quick reference. The document typically covers multiple-choice questions, short responses, and
essay prompts related to the story.

Clarifies difficult vocabulary and phrases



Explains thematic elements and symbolism

Provides character insights and motivations

Summarizes critical plot points

Offers sample essay responses for extended questions

Key Themes and Symbolism in The Monkey’s Paw
Understanding the key themes and symbolism in "The Monkey’s Paw" is crucial for interpreting the
story’s deeper meanings. The monkeys paw commonlit answer key highlights these elements to
enhance comprehension and critical analysis. Themes such as fate versus free will, the
consequences of greed, and the supernatural influence permeate the narrative. Symbolism plays a
vital role in illustrating these themes, particularly through the paw itself, which serves as a
metaphor for temptation and unintended consequences.

Fate and Consequences
The story underscores the tension between human desire and the immutable forces of fate. The
monkeys paw acts as a symbol of the danger inherent in attempting to alter destiny. The answer key
elaborates on how this theme is woven throughout the plot, emphasizing the tragic outcomes that
arise from the characters’ wishes.

Supernatural Elements and Morality
The commonlit answer key also addresses the supernatural aspects that drive the narrative tension.
The paw’s magical properties raise ethical questions about human intervention in natural order, a
topic thoroughly explored in the provided answers. This discussion helps students appreciate the
moral lessons embedded in the story.

Character Analysis and Development
Characterization is a fundamental component of "The Monkey’s Paw," and the commonlit answer key
offers detailed analysis of the main characters. Understanding their motivations, transformations,
and roles within the story is essential for a comprehensive literary study. The answer key identifies
key traits and examines how these evolve in response to the unfolding events.

Mr. White
As the protagonist, Mr. White’s curiosity and impulsiveness drive the plot forward. The answer key
discusses his initial skepticism, growing desperation, and ultimate regret, illustrating his complex



emotional journey.

Mrs. White
Mrs. White’s character reveals the emotional toll of loss and hope. The answer key highlights her
determination and vulnerability, especially in the climax where her actions reflect deep maternal
instincts.

Herbert White
Herbert serves as a catalyst for the story’s tragic events. The answer key explores his role as the
innocent victim and the impact of his fate on the other characters.

Plot Summary and Important Events
A clear understanding of the plot is vital for interpreting "The Monkey’s Paw." The monkeys paw
commonlit answer key provides a concise summary of the story’s key events, ensuring readers can
follow the narrative structure and identify pivotal moments. This section outlines the exposition,
rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

Exposition and Introduction of the Paw
The story begins with the White family receiving the monkey’s paw, introduced by Sergeant-Major
Morris. The answer key explains how this setup establishes the supernatural premise and
foreshadows ensuing troubles.

Rising Action and Wishes
Mr. White’s first wish for money leads to unforeseen consequences. The answer key details how
each wish escalates tension and highlights the theme of unintended outcomes.

Climax and Resolution
The tragic climax involves the fate of Herbert and the final wish. The answer key emphasizes the
emotional and moral weight of these events, illustrating the story’s warning against meddling with
fate.

Commonlit Question Types and Sample Answers
The monkeys paw commonlit answer key includes a variety of question formats designed to assess
comprehension and analytical skills. This section outlines typical question types and provides sample



answers to guide students in crafting their own responses. The questions range from factual recall to
interpretive and evaluative prompts.

Multiple-Choice Questions
These questions test understanding of plot details, vocabulary, and literary devices. The answer key
offers correct choices with explanations to reinforce learning.

Short-Answer Questions
Short responses require concise explanations of themes, character motivations, or significant events.
The answer key provides model answers that focus on textual evidence and clear reasoning.

Essay Questions
Extended essay prompts encourage deeper analysis of the story’s moral implications and stylistic
features. The answer key includes sample essays that demonstrate effective thesis development and
use of supporting details.

Vocabulary and Literary Devices Explained
The monkeys paw commonlit answer key also supports vocabulary acquisition and literary analysis
by clarifying difficult words and identifying key devices used by W.W. Jacobs. This section aids
readers in appreciating the story’s language and style.

Important Vocabulary
The answer key highlights terms such as “fate,” “mischance,” and “compulsion,” providing
definitions and contextual usage. This enhances reading fluency and comprehension.

Literary Devices
The story employs various literary devices including foreshadowing, irony, and symbolism. The
answer key explains each device’s function and effect within the narrative, helping students
recognize and analyze them effectively.

Foreshadowing: Hints about the paw’s dangerous power are scattered throughout the story.1.

Irony: The wishes result in outcomes opposite to the characters’ desires.2.

Symbolism: The monkey’s paw symbolizes temptation and the unforeseen consequences of3.
interfering with fate.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'The Monkey's Paw'
according to the CommonLit answer key?
The main theme explored is the unintended consequences of interfering with fate and the dangers of
wish fulfillment.

How does the CommonLit answer key describe the role of
suspense in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The answer key highlights that suspense is built through foreshadowing and the mysterious nature
of the monkey's paw, keeping readers engaged.

According to the CommonLit answer key, what is the
significance of the third wish in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The third wish represents the climax of the story, illustrating the final attempt to undo the tragic
consequences caused by the previous wishes.

What lesson do the characters learn in 'The Monkey's Paw' as
explained in the CommonLit answer key?
They learn that tampering with fate can lead to disastrous results, emphasizing the importance of
accepting life's natural course.

How does 'The Monkey's Paw' use symbolism, based on the
CommonLit answer key?
The monkey's paw symbolizes temptation and the dangerous allure of trying to control destiny
beyond natural limits.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs
This classic horror short story revolves around a magical monkey’s paw that grants three wishes but
with dreadful consequences. The tale explores themes of fate, greed, and unintended consequences.
It serves as a cautionary story about tampering with forces beyond human control.

2. Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury
This dark fantasy novel follows two boys who encounter a sinister traveling carnival with
supernatural powers. Like "The Monkey’s Paw," it delves into themes of temptation, desire, and the
eerie consequences of wishes or bargains. Bradbury’s story blends coming-of-age elements with



chilling suspense.

3. The Lottery by Shirley Jackson
A chilling short story about a small town’s annual ritual with a horrifying twist, "The Lottery"
explores human nature, tradition, and collective cruelty. It shares with "The Monkey’s Paw" a theme
of unsuspected horror lurking beneath the surface of ordinary life. Both stories highlight the dark
side of human decisions.

4. The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe
This psychological thriller focuses on guilt and madness after a murder committed by the narrator.
Like "The Monkey’s Paw," it explores how inner desires and actions can lead to tragic outcomes.
Poe’s story is a masterclass in suspense and the consequences of obsession.

5. Coraline by Neil Gaiman
In this modern dark fantasy, a young girl discovers a parallel world that seems perfect but hides
sinister secrets. Similar to "The Monkey’s Paw," "Coraline" examines the danger of wishes and the
price of curiosity. The novel combines horror elements with a coming-of-age journey.

6. The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant
This short story tells of a woman who borrows a necklace to appear wealthy, only to face tragic
consequences when it is lost. Like "The Monkey’s Paw," it explores themes of fate, irony, and the
cost of desires. Maupassant’s story is a poignant commentary on pride and materialism.

7. The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
A psychological horror story about a woman’s descent into madness while confined for health
reasons. It shares with "The Monkey’s Paw" an exploration of the human psyche and the devastating
effects of isolation and control. The story critiques societal norms and mental health treatment.

8. The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving
This American gothic tale features the eerie Headless Horseman haunting a small town. Like "The
Monkey’s Paw," it uses supernatural elements to create suspense and explore fear of the unknown.
Irving’s story blends humor, folklore, and horror.

9. Pet Sematary by Stephen King
In this horror novel, a family discovers a burial ground with the power to bring the dead back to life,
but at a terrible cost. The story shares with "The Monkey’s Paw" the theme of wishes or desires gone
horribly wrong. King’s narrative warns about interfering with natural laws and the consequences of
grief.
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