
the play that goes wrong script

the play that goes wrong script is a uniquely entertaining piece of theatrical comedy that has
captivated audiences worldwide with its clever mishaps and expertly crafted chaos. This script forms
the backbone of a play that combines slapstick humor, intricate timing, and a storyline centered
around a fictional theater company attempting to put on a murder mystery play, only for everything
to go comically wrong. Understanding the details of the play that goes wrong script provides insight
into how physical comedy and precise scripting come together to create a memorable performance.
This article explores the origins, structure, and key elements of the script, as well as its impact on
modern theater and tips for producing a successful adaptation. Readers will gain a comprehensive
overview of why the play that goes wrong script remains a staple in contemporary comedic theater.
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Origin and Background of the Play That Goes Wrong
Script
The play that goes wrong script was written by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer, and Henry Shields,
members of the Mischief Theatre Company. Premiering in 2012, the play quickly garnered acclaim
for its innovative approach to physical comedy and farce, drawing inspiration from classic theatrical
blunders and screwball humor. The script is designed to simulate a play-within-a-play, where the
fictional Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society attempts to stage a 1920s murder mystery titled "The
Murder at Haversham Manor." The charm of the script lies in its meticulous detailing of every
conceivable theatrical disaster, from collapsing sets to forgotten lines, which are all scripted to
appear accidentally comedic.

Structure and Key Elements of the Script
The play that goes wrong script is structured to deliver escalating mishaps throughout its two-act
format, with a clear beginning, middle, and end that mimic a traditional murder mystery. The
script’s layout is highly detailed, specifying not only dialogue but also stage directions, timing for
physical gags, and technical mishaps. This precision is critical to the play’s success, as the humor
depends on exact execution.



Scene Breakdown
The script comprises several distinct scenes, each designed to build tension and comedy
simultaneously. The first act introduces the audience to the characters and the setting while
initiating minor errors that foreshadow greater disasters. The second act intensifies the chaos,
culminating in a series of spectacular failures that challenge the actors’ ability to maintain the
illusion of a professional production.

Script Formatting and Stage Directions
Aside from dialogue, the script includes extensive stage directions that guide actors and crew
through the orchestrated chaos. These directions cover physical comedy elements such as accidental
falls, set pieces malfunctioning, and props breaking. The script’s formatting ensures that performers
can anticipate and synchronize their actions to maintain comedic timing and audience engagement.

Character Breakdown and Roles
The play that goes wrong script features a cast of characters who are members of the fictional
drama society, each with distinct personalities that contribute to the comedic effect. The characters
are intentionally exaggerated to heighten the humor and to create opportunities for physical and
verbal comedy.

Main Characters

Chris: The overly confident director who tries to keep the production on track despite
mounting disasters.

Penny: The diligent stage manager struggling to manage the chaos behind the scenes.

Jonathan: A nervous actor who frequently forgets his lines and cues.

Robert: The leading man whose vanity causes additional complications.

Annie: The actress playing the victim, often involved in physical mishaps.

Supporting Roles
Supporting characters add depth and variety to the comedic mishaps, often engaging in slapstick
routines and contributing to the layered humor of the script. Each role requires strong physical
comedy skills and precise timing to execute the intended errors flawlessly.



Common Themes and Humor Techniques
The humor in the play that goes wrong script relies heavily on the juxtaposition of professionalism
and incompetence, creating a farcical atmosphere that both satirizes and celebrates theatrical
productions. The script uses a variety of comedic techniques to engage the audience and sustain
laughter throughout the performance.

Physical Comedy and Slapstick
Physical comedy is central to the script, with actors performing choreographed mishaps such as
tripping, falling, and accidentally breaking props. These moments are essential in maintaining the
play’s fast-paced and unpredictable nature.

Running Gags and Repetition
The script incorporates running jokes, including recurring technical failures and repeated attempts
to fix problems that only exacerbate the situation. This repetition builds anticipation and enhances
comedic payoff.

Wordplay and Malapropisms
Verbal humor is also a significant component, with characters frequently mispronouncing words,
delivering awkward lines, or misunderstanding stage cues, which adds a layer of linguistic comedy
to the physical antics.

Producing and Performing the Play That Goes Wrong
Script
Producing the play that goes wrong script requires a detailed understanding of the script’s demands
and a highly coordinated effort between actors, directors, and technical crew. The play’s success
depends on flawless execution of intentional errors, precise timing, and audience engagement.

Technical Considerations
The script calls for complex set designs that appear unstable and ready to collapse, requiring careful
engineering to ensure actor safety while maintaining the illusion of disaster. Lighting, sound effects,
and props must be coordinated meticulously to support the comedic timing.

Actor Preparation and Rehearsals
Actors must rehearse extensively to master the scripted mistakes and physical comedy routines.
Memorizing lines while intentionally forgetting cues or stumbling requires discipline and a deep



understanding of comedic rhythm.

Audience Interaction and Reception
The play that goes wrong script often benefits from audience reactions, as the visible blunders
create a shared experience of humor and surprise. Successful performances leverage this interaction
to enhance the overall comedic effect.

Tips for Adapting the Script

Maintain the scripted timing of mishaps to preserve the intended humor.1.

Ensure clear communication between cast and crew to coordinate complex scenes.2.

Prioritize actor safety during physical comedy sequences.3.

Use rehearsal time to perfect the balance between chaos and control.4.

Encourage actors to develop strong characterizations to enrich the comedic impact.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Play That Goes Wrong' script about?
The script of 'The Play That Goes Wrong' is a comedic play that follows the fictional Cornley
Polytechnic Drama Society as they attempt to put on a 1920s murder mystery, with everything that
can go wrong during the performance, going spectacularly wrong.

Where can I find the official script for 'The Play That Goes
Wrong'?
The official script can be purchased through authorized retailers such as Samuel French, Broadway
Play Publishing, or the official Mischief Theatre website.

Is 'The Play That Goes Wrong' script suitable for amateur
theatre groups?
Yes, the script is popular among amateur and community theatre groups because of its physical
comedy, ensemble cast, and flexible staging requirements.



How long is the typical performance of 'The Play That Goes
Wrong'?
A typical performance runs approximately 2 hours, including one interval, though this can vary
depending on the production's pacing and direction.

Are there any special technical requirements in the script of
'The Play That Goes Wrong'?
Yes, the script includes numerous physical comedy elements involving props, set pieces, and
deliberate mishaps, so productions need a sturdy set and well-rehearsed technical crew to safely
execute the gags.

Can the script of 'The Play That Goes Wrong' be adapted for
different audience sizes?
While originally intended for stage performance, the script can be adapted for different venues, but
the physical comedy and timing are crucial, so adjustments may be needed for larger or smaller
audiences.

Who wrote 'The Play That Goes Wrong' script?
The play was written by Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer, and Henry Shields, who are members of the
Mischief Theatre company.

Is there a published version of 'The Play That Goes Wrong'
script with stage directions?
Yes, the published script includes detailed stage directions to guide actors and directors in
delivering the physical comedy and timing necessary for the play’s success.

Additional Resources
1. The Play That Goes Wrong: The Official Script and Behind-the-Scenes Stories
This book presents the full script of the hit comedy "The Play That Goes Wrong," offering readers a
chance to dive into the hilarious mishaps of the fictional Cornley Drama Society. Alongside the
script, it includes behind-the-scenes insights and interviews with the creators, revealing how the
play’s chaotic humor was crafted. Fans will appreciate the detailed look at the production’s
development and staging challenges.

2. Comedy of Errors: The Art of Physical Comedy in Theatre
Exploring the tradition of physical comedy, this book delves into the techniques and history behind
slapstick and farce, which are essential to "The Play That Goes Wrong." It examines classic examples
from theatre and film, showing how timing, movement, and visual gags create laughter. Readers
interested in the mechanics of comedic performance will find valuable lessons and inspiration here.

3. Farce and Folly: Understanding British Theatre Humor



This book investigates the unique characteristics of British humor, with a focus on farcical plays like
"The Play That Goes Wrong." It discusses cultural nuances, linguistic wit, and the social context that
shape comedic storytelling in the UK. Theatre enthusiasts and students will gain a deeper
appreciation of why British farce remains a beloved genre.

4. Stage Mishaps and How to Handle Them: A Guide for Theatre Practitioners
A practical guide for actors, directors, and stagehands, this book addresses unexpected problems
during live performances. Drawing parallels to the intentional chaos in "The Play That Goes Wrong,"
it offers strategies for improvisation, maintaining professionalism, and turning mistakes into
memorable moments. This resource is invaluable for anyone involved in live theatre production.

5. The Cornley Drama Society Chronicles: Fictional History and Characters
Expanding on the world created in "The Play That Goes Wrong," this fictional companion book
provides backstories for the characters and the fictional Cornley Drama Society. Filled with
humorous anecdotes and imagined histories, it enriches the experience for fans who want to explore
the play’s universe beyond the stage. It’s a playful and creative addition to the original script.

6. Improvisation Techniques for Comedy Actors
This instructional book offers tools and exercises for actors looking to enhance their improvisational
skills, a key element in making farcical plays like "The Play That Goes Wrong" succeed. It covers
spontaneity, quick thinking, and audience interaction, helping performers react naturally to
unexpected situations. The book is a must-read for those aiming to excel in live comedy.

7. Designing Chaos: Set and Prop Challenges in Comedic Theatre
Focusing on the technical side, this book explores how set and prop design contribute to the humor
in plays that involve staged disasters, such as "The Play That Goes Wrong." It discusses creative
solutions for controlled chaos, safety concerns, and visual storytelling through physical elements.
Designers and directors will find inspiration to enhance comedic effects on stage.

8. The Business of Comedy Theatre: From Script to Stage
This comprehensive guide covers the production process of comedy plays, including marketing,
casting, rehearsals, and audience engagement. Using "The Play That Goes Wrong" as a case study, it
highlights how successful comedic theatre is planned and executed. Aspiring producers and theatre
managers will benefit from its practical advice and industry insights.

9. Laughing Through Disaster: The Psychology of Comedy in Crisis
This book examines why audiences find humor in disaster and mishaps, a central theme of "The Play
That Goes Wrong." It explores psychological theories about laughter, tension release, and human
resilience in the face of chaos. Scholars and fans alike will gain a thoughtful perspective on the
emotional impact of comedic disaster narratives.
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