
the rolling stone magazine history

the rolling stone magazine history traces the evolution of one of the most influential publications in
American culture. Since its inception in 1967, Rolling Stone has chronicled the changing landscape of
music, politics, and popular culture, becoming a vital voice for generations of readers. This article explores
the magazine’s founding, its rise to prominence, editorial shifts, and its impact on journalism and
entertainment. By examining the key milestones and notable contributors, the rich legacy of Rolling Stone
magazine is illuminated. The discussion also covers how the magazine adapted to the digital age while
maintaining its core identity. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the cultural significance
and history of this iconic publication. The following sections outline the main aspects of the Rolling Stone
magazine history.

Founding and Early Years

Editorial Evolution and Cultural Impact

Notable Contributors and Iconic Issues

Challenges and Changes in the Digital Era

Legacy and Continuing Influence

Founding and Early Years
The Rolling Stone magazine history begins in 1967 when Jann Wenner and music critic Ralph J. Gleason
co-founded the publication in San Francisco. The magazine was initially conceived as a platform to cover
rock music and countercultural movements that were emerging during the 1960s. Its first issue featured
John Lennon and Yoko Ono on the cover, signaling the magazine’s close ties to the music scene.

In its early years, Rolling Stone focused on in-depth music journalism, artist interviews, and political
commentary. The publication quickly gained a reputation for its candid and immersive reporting style,
which was uncommon at the time. This approach helped establish Rolling Stone as a trusted source for
authentic coverage of rock and roll, as well as broader social issues.

Founders and Initial Vision
Jann Wenner, a young journalism student with a passion for music, partnered with Ralph J. Gleason, a
respected columnist for the San Francisco Chronicle, to create a magazine that bridged the gap between



music and social commentary. Their vision was to provide critical analysis of the music scene while
reflecting the values and concerns of the youth culture. This dual focus set the foundation for Rolling
Stone’s unique editorial voice.

Early Content and Style
The magazine’s early content mixed music reviews, political essays, and cultural criticism. Writers such as
Hunter S. Thompson contributed pioneering gonzo journalism pieces, blending subjective narrative with
investigative reporting. The visual style was equally innovative, featuring bold photography and striking
layouts that captured the spirit of the era.

Editorial Evolution and Cultural Impact
Over the decades, the Rolling Stone magazine history reveals a dynamic editorial evolution that mirrored
changes in both the music industry and American society. The magazine expanded its scope beyond rock
music to include hip-hop, pop, and other genres, as well as deeper political analysis. This adaptability helped
maintain its relevance across multiple generations.

Expansion into Politics and Social Issues
From the 1970s onward, Rolling Stone increasingly engaged with political issues, covering presidential
campaigns, civil rights, and social justice movements. The magazine became known for its investigative
journalism, exposing corruption and injustice. This broadened focus distinguished Rolling Stone from
purely entertainment-focused publications.

Influence on Music Journalism
Rolling Stone set new standards for music journalism by emphasizing long-form articles and artist profiles
that provided context and insight. Its interviews often revealed the personalities and motivations behind
famous musicians, influencing how music media evolved. Many of the magazine’s writers became
prominent voices in cultural criticism.

Shaping Popular Culture
Beyond music and politics, Rolling Stone helped shape popular culture by spotlighting fashion, film, and
lifestyle trends. Its coverage contributed to the rise of iconic artists and cultural moments. The magazine’s
influence extended internationally as it launched editions in various countries, spreading its voice
worldwide.



Notable Contributors and Iconic Issues
The Rolling Stone magazine history includes contributions from some of the most respected journalists,
photographers, and cultural critics. Their work helped define the magazine’s identity and impact.

Renowned Writers and Journalists
Many celebrated writers have contributed to Rolling Stone, including Hunter S. Thompson, known for his
gonzo journalism style; Cameron Crowe, who later became a film director; and Annie Leibovitz, whose
photography defined the visual tone of the magazine. These contributors helped elevate the magazine’s
prestige.

Memorable Covers and Issues
Rolling Stone is famous for its iconic covers, which often captured pivotal moments in music and politics.
Memorable covers include the 1970 featuring John Lennon and Yoko Ono, the 1993 cover with Kurt
Cobain, and the 2003 Barack Obama issue. These covers have become cultural artifacts in their own right.

Special Editions and Milestones
The magazine has published numerous special editions that marked anniversaries, retrospectives, and
tributes. These issues often compiled definitive rankings, such as the “500 Greatest Albums of All Time,”
which influenced music fans and industry professionals alike.

Challenges and Changes in the Digital Era
The Rolling Stone magazine history also encompasses its adaptation to the challenges posed by the digital
revolution. The rise of the internet transformed media consumption, forcing traditional print publications to
innovate or face decline.

Transition to Online Platforms
Rolling Stone embraced digital media by launching a comprehensive website featuring daily news updates,
multimedia content, and interactive features. This transition was essential to reaching younger audiences
and maintaining engagement in a rapidly changing media landscape.



Editorial and Ownership Changes
Throughout its history, Rolling Stone experienced various ownership changes and editorial shifts that
influenced its direction. These changes reflected broader trends in the publishing industry and affected the
magazine’s tone and content focus.

Maintaining Relevance in a Competitive Market
To stay competitive, Rolling Stone expanded its content to include video, podcasts, and social media
presence. The magazine also diversified its coverage to include contemporary music genres and cultural
topics, ensuring continued appeal to diverse audiences.

Legacy and Continuing Influence
The enduring legacy of the Rolling Stone magazine history is evident in its profound impact on music
journalism, political reporting, and popular culture. The magazine’s pioneering approach set benchmarks for
storytelling and cultural critique.

Impact on Journalism Standards
Rolling Stone raised the bar for investigative journalism and long-form reporting in the entertainment
industry. Its blend of cultural analysis and political engagement influenced countless other publications and
journalists.

Role in Shaping Public Perception
By documenting social movements, political controversies, and musical innovation, Rolling Stone helped
shape public perception and discourse. Its coverage often provided a voice for marginalized communities
and countercultural perspectives.

Ongoing Cultural Relevance
Despite changes in media consumption, Rolling Stone remains a significant cultural institution. Its
continued publication and digital presence ensure that it remains a key platform for music, politics, and
cultural commentary in the 21st century.

Founded in 1967 by Jann Wenner and Ralph J. Gleason



Pioneered in-depth music and political journalism

Contributors include Hunter S. Thompson and Annie Leibovitz

Adapted to digital media with online platforms and multimedia

Influenced journalism standards and popular culture worldwide

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Rolling Stone magazine founded?
Rolling Stone magazine was founded in 1967.

Who were the founders of Rolling Stone magazine?
Rolling Stone was founded by Jann Wenner and music critic Ralph J. Gleason.

What was the original focus of Rolling Stone magazine?
The original focus of Rolling Stone magazine was on music, politics, and popular culture.

How did Rolling Stone magazine influence music journalism?
Rolling Stone revolutionized music journalism by combining in-depth reporting, cultural commentary, and
high-quality photography, setting a new standard for music magazines.

When did Rolling Stone magazine start covering politics extensively?
Rolling Stone began covering politics extensively in the late 1960s and early 1970s, reflecting the social
upheavals of the era.

Has Rolling Stone magazine expanded beyond music coverage?
Yes, Rolling Stone has expanded to cover broader topics including politics, social issues, movies, and
celebrity culture.

What role did Rolling Stone play in the counterculture movement?
Rolling Stone played a significant role in the counterculture movement by giving voice to the era's social



and political issues and promoting progressive ideas.

How has Rolling Stone magazine adapted to the digital age?
Rolling Stone has adapted by developing a strong online presence, including a website with multimedia
content, digital subscriptions, and social media engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Sticky Fingers: The Rolling Stone Years
This book chronicles the early days of Rolling Stone magazine, capturing the cultural revolution of the late
1960s and 1970s. It offers a deep dive into the magazine’s founding, its influential editorial voice, and its role
in shaping music journalism. Packed with interviews and archival materials, it provides an insider’s look at
the magazine's pivotal years.

2. Rolling Stone: The Complete Covers
A visual history celebrating every cover the magazine has published since its inception. This book
showcases iconic images and profiles the stories behind some of the most memorable covers. It reflects the
changing face of music, politics, and pop culture through the lens of Rolling Stone’s photography.

3. Gonzo: The Life and Work of Hunter S. Thompson
While focusing on Hunter S. Thompson, a frequent contributor to Rolling Stone, this biography sheds light
on the magazine’s impact on gonzo journalism. It explores Thompson’s groundbreaking style and his
relationship with Rolling Stone during its formative years. The book offers context for the magazine’s
embrace of unconventional storytelling.

4. The Rolling Stone Interview: The Sixties
A collection of in-depth interviews from the 1960s, highlighting the magazine’s commitment to capturing
the voices of a generation. This book features conversations with musicians, activists, and cultural icons who
defined an era. It reveals how Rolling Stone became a platform for countercultural dialogue.

5. Jann Wenner and the Making of Rolling Stone
A biography of Jann Wenner, the co-founder of Rolling Stone, tracing his vision and persistence in
building one of the most influential magazines in the world. The book covers the challenges and
controversies Wenner faced and his impact on American media and culture. It provides a detailed portrait
of the man behind the magazine’s success.

6. Rolling Stone and the Rise of Rock Journalism
This book explores how Rolling Stone revolutionized music journalism by blending reporting, criticism,
and storytelling. It discusses key writers, landmark articles, and the magazine’s role in legitimizing rock
music as an art form. The narrative places Rolling Stone within the broader history of media and music.



7. The Rolling Stone Years: Stories Behind the Stories
A behind-the-scenes look at some of the magazine’s most famous articles and features. Editors and writers
recount their experiences, challenges, and breakthroughs while working at Rolling Stone. This book gives
readers a sense of the editorial process and the magazine’s influence on journalism.

8. Rolling Stone’s Rock & Roll Hall of Fame: The Stories
Featuring essays and profiles of artists inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, this book connects the
magazine’s coverage with the legacy of rock music. It highlights how Rolling Stone played a key role in
documenting and shaping the narrative of rock history. The collection includes rare photographs and
personal anecdotes.

9. From Counterculture to Mainstream: Rolling Stone’s Evolution
This book traces the transformation of Rolling Stone from a countercultural publication to a mainstream
media powerhouse. It examines shifts in editorial direction, audience, and business strategies over the
decades. The analysis provides insight into how the magazine adapted to changing cultural and media
landscapes.
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