the secret life of walter mitty answer key

the secret life of walter mitty answer key serves as an essential resource for educators, students,
and literature enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive understanding of James Thurber’s classic short
story and its film adaptations. This article explores the various components of the answer key,
highlighting its importance in facilitating deeper analysis and comprehension of the narrative. The
secret life of Walter Mitty, known for its imaginative escapades and themes of escapism and self-
discovery, often requires guided interpretation to fully appreciate its layers. By providing detailed
explanations, thematic breakdowns, and character insights, the answer key acts as an invaluable
tool for academic and personal study. This article also addresses common questions related to the
story and its adaptations, ensuring a well-rounded grasp of the material. Readers will find structured
sections covering plot summaries, character analyses, thematic elements, and frequently asked
questions. The following contents will guide readers through the essential aspects of the secret life
of walter mitty answer key to maximize their engagement with this timeless work.

e Overview of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty
¢ Plot Summary and Key Events

e Character Analysis

e Themes and Symbolism

e Common Questions and Answers

e Using the Answer Key Effectively

Overview of The Secret Life of Walter Mitty

The secret life of walter mitty answer key begins with an understanding of the story’s origins and
significance. Written by James Thurber, the original short story was first published in 1939 and has
since become a staple in American literature classes. The narrative follows Walter Mitty, a mild-
mannered man who escapes his mundane life through vivid daydreams filled with heroic and
adventurous scenarios. The answer key typically includes contextual background information,
historical insight, and notes about Thurber’s writing style and the story’s publication history. This
foundational knowledge assists readers in appreciating the story’s place in literary canon and its
cultural impact.

Historical Context

The original story emerged during the late 1930s, a period marked by socioeconomic challenges and
global tensions. The secret life of walter mitty answer key often highlights how Mitty’s escapism
reflects broader societal desires for heroism and excitement amidst uncertainty. Understanding this
context enriches comprehension of the story’s themes and characters.



Author’s Background

James Thurber’s background as a cartoonist and writer for The New Yorker influenced his unique
blend of humor and pathos. The answer key sheds light on Thurber’s personal experiences and
literary style, which contribute to the story’s enduring appeal.

Plot Summary and Key Events

A thorough overview of the narrative’s plot is a core component of the secret life of walter mitty
answer key. This section outlines the main events chronologically to help readers follow the storyline
and identify significant moments that define Walter Mitty’s character and journey. The plot summary
clarifies the shifts between Mitty’s real life and his elaborate daydreams, a crucial aspect for
understanding the story’s structure and message.

Main Plot Points

1. Walter Mitty’s mundane errands and interactions in his everyday life.
2. The transition into various daydreams where Mitty envisions himself as a heroic figure.
3. The contrast between Mitty’s quiet reality and his vivid fantasies.

4. The story’s concluding moments that emphasize Mitty’s ongoing internal escapism.

Film Adaptations Summary

The secret life of walter mitty answer key often includes summaries of notable film adaptations,
particularly the 2013 movie starring Ben Stiller. This adaptation expands on the original premise,
adding new plot elements while preserving the core theme of self-discovery and courage. A
comparative summary helps readers recognize differences and similarities between the text and its
cinematic versions.

Character Analysis

Analyzing characters is vital in unlocking the deeper meanings within The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty. The answer key provides detailed profiles of the protagonist and supporting characters,

explaining their motivations, traits, and roles in advancing the narrative. Walter Mitty himself is
examined as a symbol of escapism and the human desire for adventure amid ordinary existence.



Walter Mitty

Walter Mitty is characterized by his meekness and dissatisfaction with everyday life, which fuels his
frequent daydreams. The secret life of walter mitty answer key explores how these fantasies reveal
Mitty’s inner desires and conflicts, making him a relatable and multidimensional character.

Supporting Characters

The answer key also details the roles of Mitty’s wife, acquaintances, and other minor characters.
These figures often represent societal expectations or contribute to the narrative tension between
reality and fantasy. Understanding their interactions with Mitty enhances comprehension of the
story’s themes.

Themes and Symbolism

The secret life of walter mitty answer key dedicates significant attention to the thematic elements
and symbolism embedded in the story. Recognizing these aspects deepens readers’ interpretive
skills and appreciation of Thurber’s literary craftsmanship. Common themes include escapism, the
contrast between reality and imagination, and the quest for identity and personal fulfillment.

Escapism and Fantasy

One of the predominant themes is escapism, as Walter Mitty’s daydreams serve as a refuge from his
unsatisfying reality. The answer key explains how this theme reflects universal human tendencies
and the psychological need for hope and excitement.

Reality versus Imagination

The story juxtaposes the dullness of everyday life with the vibrancy of Mitty’s fantasies. Symbolic
elements such as Mitty’s daydreams themselves and recurring motifs are analyzed to illustrate this
dichotomy.

Identity and Self-Discovery

Through his imaginative adventures, Mitty explores different facets of his identity, suggesting a
deeper narrative about self-awareness and courage. The answer key interprets these symbolic
journeys and their implications for the character’s development.

Common Questions and Answers

To support comprehension and classroom discussion, the secret life of walter mitty answer key often
includes a section dedicated to frequently asked questions. These questions address plot details,
thematic interpretations, character motivations, and the story’s relevance.



Sample Questions

e What motivates Walter Mitty’s daydreams?

e How does the story’s setting influence the narrative?

e What is the significance of the contrast between Walter’s reality and fantasies?
e How do the film adaptations differ from the original story?

e What lessons can readers learn from Walter Mitty’s experiences?

Detailed Answers

Each question is accompanied by a thorough explanation, helping readers to develop critical
thinking skills and a nuanced understanding of the story. The answers reference textual evidence
and thematic analysis to ensure accuracy and depth.

Using the Answer Key Effectively

The secret life of walter mitty answer key is most beneficial when integrated thoughtfully into study
routines. This section offers strategies for educators and students to maximize the resource’s value.
Proper use of the answer key promotes engagement, improves analytical skills, and enhances
literary appreciation.

Study Tips

e Review the plot summary before reading the story to build context.

e Use character analyses to deepen understanding of motivations and conflicts.
e Refer to thematic explanations to identify symbols and motifs during reading.
e Answer the common questions as exercises to reinforce comprehension.

e Compare film adaptations with the original text to explore different interpretations.

Classroom Applications

Teachers can incorporate the answer key into lesson plans to facilitate discussions, quizzes, and
assignments. It serves as a reliable reference to clarify complex aspects of the story and support



diverse learning styles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?

The main theme is the contrast between fantasy and reality, highlighting Walter Mitty's escapism
through vivid daydreams to cope with his mundane life.

Who is the author of the original story 'The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty'?

The original story was written by James Thurber and first published in 1939.

How does Walter Mitty's character develop throughout the
story?

Walter Mitty evolves from a passive, timid man lost in his fantasies to someone who gains confidence
and a sense of adventure by the story's end.

What role do Walter Mitty's daydreams play in the narrative?

His daydreams serve as an escape from his unremarkable life, revealing his desires, fears, and
suppressed emotions.

How is humor used in 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?

Humor arises from the contrast between Walter's grandiose fantasies and his ordinary reality, often
highlighting his obliviousness and the absurdity of his situations.

What is the significance of Walter Mitty's interactions with his
wife in the story?

The interactions depict a strained, controlling relationship that contributes to Walter's need for
escapism and reflects his feelings of inadequacy and repression.

Additional Resources

1. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: A Study Guide

This guide provides a comprehensive analysis of James Thurber’s classic short story, breaking down
themes, characters, and plot elements. It includes chapter summaries, critical essays, and discussion
questions designed to deepen readers’ understanding. Perfect for students and educators alike, it
offers valuable insights into the imaginative life of Walter Mitty.



2. Understanding The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: An Answer Key Companion

This companion book serves as an answer key for various study materials related to "The Secret Life
of Walter Mitty." It helps readers check their comprehension through detailed explanations of quiz
and test answers. Ideal for classroom use, it ensures learners grasp the story’s nuances and literary
techniques.

3. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: Themes and Analysis

Focusing on the major themes such as escapism, daydreaming, and identity, this book delves into
the psychological and social aspects of the story. It offers a critical perspective on how Walter
Mitty’s fantasies reflect his real-life struggles. Readers gain a richer appreciation of Thurber’s
storytelling craft.

4. Walter Mitty’s Daydreams: A Creative Writing Guide

Inspired by the imaginative escapades of Walter Mitty, this guide encourages readers to explore
their own creativity through writing. It includes prompts, exercises, and examples that help develop
vivid daydream-inspired narratives. It’s perfect for aspiring writers looking to blend reality with
fantasy.

5. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: Character Analysis Workbook

This workbook focuses exclusively on character development within the story, examining Walter
Mitty’s personality and his interactions with other characters. It provides activities and questions
that challenge readers to analyze motivations, conflicts, and growth. A great tool for enhancing
literary analysis skills.

6. Exploring James Thurber: Beyond Walter Mitty

This book offers a broader look at James Thurber’s work, including "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty"
within the context of his other stories and cartoons. It highlights Thurber’s unique humor and style,
giving readers a fuller understanding of his contributions to American literature. It’s a valuable
resource for fans and scholars alike.

7. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: Illustrated Edition

Featuring vivid illustrations that bring Walter Mitty’s daydreams to life, this edition enhances the
reading experience visually. The artwork complements the text, helping readers immerse themselves
in the whimsical and adventurous scenes. Ideal for visual learners and collectors of illustrated
literature.

8. Walter Mitty and the Art of Escapism

This analytical book explores the concept of escapism as portrayed in the story, comparing it with
other literary works and psychological theories. It discusses how daydreaming serves as a coping

mechanism and a form of self-expression. Readers interested in psychology and literature will find
this work particularly enlightening.

9. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: Teaching Resources and Answer Key

Designed for educators, this resource book includes lesson plans, quizzes, and a complete answer
key for teaching "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty." It facilitates classroom discussion and
assessment, making it easier to engage students with the material. A practical tool for literature
teachers at various levels.
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