
the secret life of walter mitty script

the secret life of walter mitty script is a captivating screenplay that brings to life the imaginative and
adventurous spirit of its titular character. This article delves into the intricacies of the script, exploring its
narrative structure, thematic elements, and character development. As a modern adaptation of James
Thurber's classic short story, the script blends fantasy and reality, offering a unique cinematic experience.
The screenplay not only emphasizes Walter Mitty’s daydreams but also his real-world transformation,
making it a rich text for analysis. Understanding the script's nuances provides insight into its success as a
film and its appeal to audiences worldwide. This overview will cover the script’s origins, storyline, key
scenes, character arcs, and its influence on contemporary screenwriting.
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Origins and Adaptation of the Script
The secret life of walter mitty script is based on the 1939 short story by James Thurber, which was
initially published in The New Yorker. The story’s premise centers on a mild-mannered man prone to
elaborate daydreams, a theme that resonates throughout various adaptations. The 2013 film script, penned
by Steve Conrad, is a significant expansion that modernizes the narrative, adding depth and contemporary
relevance. This adaptation shifts the focus from mere fantasy sequences to a transformative journey,
integrating adventure and emotional growth.

From Short Story to Screenplay
The transition from a brief literary piece to a full-length script required substantial creative development.
The secret life of walter mitty script incorporates new characters, expanded settings, and a more complex
plotline. These elements serve to enhance the protagonist’s internal and external conflicts, making the story



more engaging for modern audiences. The screenplay maintains the spirit of Thurber’s original work
while introducing original content to support a feature film format.

Screenwriter and Production Background
Steve Conrad's screenplay was crafted with the intent to balance humor, drama, and visual spectacle. The
script was developed alongside director Ben Stiller, who also stars as Walter Mitty, ensuring that the
narrative and performance aspects were closely aligned. This collaboration helped create a cohesive vision,
reflected in the dynamic and imaginative sequences present in the script. The production team emphasized
creating a script that would translate well visually while preserving the story’s emotional core.

Plot Overview and Structure
The secret life of walter mitty script is structured around the protagonist’s journey from a mundane
existence to an extraordinary adventure. The screenplay interweaves Walter’s vivid daydreams with his
real-life experiences, creating a seamless narrative flow. The plot is divided into acts that progressively
reveal Walter’s character growth and the stakes involved in his quest.

Act Breakdown
The script’s three-act structure is a classic model that supports character development and thematic
exploration:

Act One: Introduction to Walter Mitty’s ordinary life and his frequent daydreams.

Act Two: Walter embarks on a real-world adventure to find a missing photograph, challenging his
fears.

Act Three: Resolution of Walter’s journey, culminating in personal transformation and self-
discovery.

Key Scenes and Turning Points
The screenplay highlights pivotal moments that define Walter's evolution, such as his interactions with
colleagues, the decision to leave his comfort zone, and the breathtaking sequences reflecting his
imagination. These scenes are crafted to balance humor and poignancy, driving the narrative forward
while maintaining audience engagement.



Character Analysis in the Script
Characters in the secret life of walter mitty script are designed to complement the protagonist’s arc and
enhance the story's emotional depth. The script provides detailed character descriptions and motivations,
contributing to a richer narrative experience.

Walter Mitty
Walter is portrayed as a daydreamer who struggles with self-confidence and real-life challenges. The
script’s focus on his internal conflict and gradual courage-building is central to the story. Walter’s character
development is depicted through dialogue, actions, and the contrast between his fantasy and reality.

Supporting Characters
The supporting cast includes Walter’s colleagues, love interest, and family members, each serving specific
narrative functions:

Cheryl Melhoff: Walter’s romantic interest who inspires his transformation.

Ted Hendricks: A foil character representing corporate antagonism and pressure.

Sean O’Connell: The elusive photographer whose work motivates Walter’s adventure.

These characters are crafted to challenge and support Walter, creating a dynamic interpersonal
environment in the script.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism
The secret life of walter mitty script explores themes such as escapism, courage, self-discovery, and the
balance between fantasy and reality. Symbolism is employed throughout the screenplay to underscore
these themes and enrich the narrative layers.

Escapism and Imagination
The script portrays Walter’s daydreams as a coping mechanism for his humdrum life, illustrating the
human desire to transcend daily monotony. These sequences are vividly described, offering contrast to
Walter’s restrained real world and emphasizing the power of imagination.



Adventure and Personal Growth
Walter’s physical journey mirrors his internal transformation. The script uses his expedition to remote
locations as metaphors for confronting fears and embracing change. This thematic progression is central to
the screenplay’s emotional resonance.

Symbolic Motifs
Several recurring motifs appear in the script, including:

Photographs: Representing memories, truth, and the search for meaning.

Maps and Travel: Symbolizing exploration, both external and internal.

Daydreams: Reflecting desires, fears, and creativity.

Screenwriting Techniques and Style
The secret life of walter mitty script employs various screenwriting techniques that contribute to its
storytelling effectiveness. The script balances dialogue, action, and visual descriptions to create an
immersive cinematic experience.

Use of Visual Descriptions
The screenplay contains vivid scene descriptions that guide the visual narrative. The daydream sequences
are particularly detailed, allowing for imaginative cinematic interpretation. This approach supports the
film’s blend of realism and fantasy.

Dialogue and Character Voice
Dialogue in the script is crafted to reveal character traits and advance the plot without excessive exposition.
Walter’s reserved speech contrasts with his vibrant inner world, a contrast that is subtly conveyed through
the script’s language style.



Integration of Fantasy and Reality
The script skillfully interweaves fantasy sequences with real-life events, using transitions that maintain
narrative cohesion. This technique enhances the thematic depth and keeps the audience engaged in
Walter’s dual experiences.

Impact and Reception of the Script
The secret life of walter mitty script has been praised for its originality, emotional depth, and innovative
storytelling. It has contributed to the film’s commercial success and critical acclaim, resonating with a
diverse audience demographic.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have highlighted the script’s ability to balance humor and drama, as well as its inspirational message.
The screenplay’s structure and character development have been noted as strong points that elevate the
source material.

Influence on Modern Screenwriting
The secret life of walter mitty script serves as an example of effective adaptation and genre blending. Its
success has encouraged screenwriters to explore imaginative narrative techniques and character-driven
storytelling in contemporary cinema.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the script for 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'?
The script for 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' can often be found on screenplay websites such as IMSDb,
SimplyScripts, or through official movie script books and archives.

Who wrote the script for 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' (2013 film)?
The 2013 film's script was written by Steve Conrad, based on the short story by James Thurber.

How does the 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' script differ from the



original James Thurber short story?
The script expands significantly on the original short story, adding new characters, modern settings, and an
adventurous plot, whereas the short story focuses mainly on Walter's daydreams and personal reflections.

Is the 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' script available in PDF format?
Yes, the script is available in PDF format on various screenplay websites and sometimes as part of
promotional materials or official script releases.

What are some notable quotes from 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty'
script?
Some notable quotes include: 'To see the world, things dangerous to come to, to see behind walls, to draw
closer, to find each other and to feel. That is the purpose of life.'

Can I use 'The Secret Life of Walter Mitty' script for educational
purposes?
Using the script for educational purposes may be allowed under fair use, but it's important to check
copyright restrictions and obtain permission if necessary.

Are there any significant differences between the 'The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty' script drafts?
Yes, early drafts of the script sometimes contained different scenes or character developments, reflecting
changes made during production to enhance the story's flow and emotional impact.

Additional Resources
1. The Secret Life of Walter Mitty: A Screenplay Adaptation
This book presents the full screenplay of the 2013 film adaptation of James Thurber’s classic short story. It
explores the whimsical and adventurous daydreams of Walter Mitty, a mild-mannered man who escapes
his mundane life through vivid imaginations. Readers get an in-depth look at the dialogue and cinematic
elements that bring the story to life on screen.

2. James Thurber’s The Secret Life of Walter Mitty and Other Stories
A collection of Thurber’s best works, this book includes the original short story “The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty.” It offers insight into Thurber’s unique blend of humor, fantasy, and social commentary. This edition
provides historical context and analysis of the story’s themes and its influence on modern storytelling.



3. Daydreams and Reality: Exploring Walter Mitty’s World
This analytical book delves into the psychological aspects of Walter Mitty’s character, examining the role of
daydreaming in coping with everyday life. It discusses the balance between fantasy and reality and how
imagination can serve as a tool for personal growth. The book also compares different adaptations of the
story and their interpretations.

4. From Page to Screen: Adapting The Secret Life of Walter Mitty
Focusing on the adaptation process, this book outlines the challenges and creative decisions involved in
turning Thurber’s short story into a feature film. It includes interviews with screenwriters, directors, and
actors, revealing how the narrative was expanded and modernized. Readers gain an appreciation for the art
of adaptation in cinema.

5. The Art of Visual Storytelling: Cinematography in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty
This book explores the visual techniques used in the film adaptation to enhance the storytelling experience.
It covers aspects such as cinematography, special effects, and production design that bring Walter Mitty’s
imaginative sequences to life. The book is richly illustrated with stills and behind-the-scenes photos.

6. Imagination and Identity: Themes in The Secret Life of Walter Mitty
A thematic study that focuses on the concepts of identity, escapism, and self-discovery within the narrative.
It analyzes how Walter Mitty’s daydreams reflect his desires and fears, and how these fantasies impact his
real-life decisions. The book also discusses broader cultural implications of escapism in literature and film.

7. The Walter Mitty Guide to Adventure and Courage
Inspired by the protagonist’s journey, this motivational book encourages readers to embrace adventure and
step outside their comfort zones. It combines excerpts from the story with practical advice on overcoming
fear and pursuing personal dreams. The guide aims to inspire readers to live boldly, much like Walter
Mitty himself.

8. Humor and Satire in James Thurber’s Works
This literary critique examines the use of humor and satire across Thurber’s writings, with a special focus
on “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.” It explores how Thurber uses wit to critique societal norms and
human nature. The book provides a deeper understanding of the comedic elements that make his stories
timeless.

9. Modern Daydreamers: The Legacy of Walter Mitty in Popular Culture
This book traces the impact of Walter Mitty on contemporary media and popular culture. It looks at various
reinterpretations and references in films, television, and literature that draw inspiration from the
character’s daydreaming nature. The analysis offers insight into why Walter Mitty remains a relatable and
enduring figure.
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