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the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary offers a concise yet detailed
overview of one of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s lesser-known short stories,
highlighting its themes, characters, and narrative style. This article
explores the plot and key elements that define the story, providing readers
with a comprehensive understanding of its significance within Fitzgerald’s
body of work. By examining the story’s context, symbolism, and literary
techniques, this summary aims to illuminate the deeper meanings behind the
narrative. Additionally, the article discusses the story’s relevance to the
themes commonly found in Fitzgerald’s writing, such as social expectations,
morality, and human desires. This overview is designed to serve students,
literary enthusiasts, and researchers seeking an insightful analysis of “The
Sensible Thing.” The following sections will guide readers through the
story’s plot, character analysis, themes, and Fitzgerald’s stylistic
approach.
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Plot Summary of The Sensible Thing
The sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary begins with an exploration of
the narrative’s central storyline, which revolves around a conflict between
societal expectations and personal desires. The story follows the protagonist
as they navigate a complex moral dilemma that challenges conventional norms.
Set in the early 20th century, the plot unfolds in a series of carefully
crafted scenes that reveal the character’s internal struggle. The narrative
tension intensifies as the character confronts the consequences of choosing
what is deemed “the sensible thing” versus following their heart. The story
concludes with a resolution that underscores the cost of conforming to social
pressures, leaving readers with a thought-provoking message about
individuality and responsibility.



Key Events
The plot is structured around several pivotal moments:

The protagonist’s initial encounter with a moral or social challenge.

The internal debate weighing personal desires against societal norms.

A critical decision point where the protagonist opts for “the sensible
thing.”

The aftermath of this choice, including emotional and social
repercussions.

The story’s closing scene, which offers reflection on the nature of
sensibility and conformity.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary also highlights the importance
of its characters, each serving a specific function within the narrative. The
protagonist is typically depicted as a thoughtful individual caught between
duty and desire, embodying the central conflict of the story. Supporting
characters often represent societal forces or contrasting perspectives,
providing a backdrop against which the protagonist’s decisions are measured.
These characters contribute to the thematic richness of the story by
illustrating various attitudes towards morality, social expectations, and
personal fulfillment.

The Protagonist
The main character is usually portrayed with complexity and nuance, showing
vulnerability and strength. Their internal conflict drives the plot and
engages readers in the ethical questions posed by the story. The
protagonist’s choices and reflections serve as a lens through which
Fitzgerald explores broader societal issues.

Supporting Characters
These characters may include family members, friends, or societal figures who
influence the protagonist’s decisions. They often embody traditional values
or represent alternative viewpoints, thereby enriching the narrative’s
exploration of its central themes.



Themes and Symbolism
At the heart of the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary are the themes
that resonate throughout the story. Fitzgerald weaves symbolism and thematic
elements to critique social conventions and explore human psychology. The
story delves into themes such as conformity, sacrifice, the conflict between
individual desire and societal expectation, and the nature of morality.
Symbolism is employed to deepen these themes, using objects, settings, or
actions as metaphors for larger concepts.

Conformity vs. Individuality
The story highlights the tension between adhering to social norms and
pursuing personal happiness. This theme is central to the protagonist’s
dilemma and reflects broader cultural concerns during Fitzgerald’s era.

Sacrifice and Consequences
The narrative examines the sacrifices made when choosing the “sensible
thing,” emphasizing the emotional and psychological costs involved. It
questions whether conformity truly leads to fulfillment or merely suppresses
authentic self-expression.

Symbolic Elements
Fitzgerald uses various symbols to reinforce the story’s messages:

Objects representing societal expectations or personal freedom.

Settings that evoke feelings of confinement or liberation.

Actions that illustrate moral choices and their repercussions.

Fitzgerald’s Writing Style and Literary
Techniques
The sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary also considers the author’s
distinctive writing style and narrative techniques. Fitzgerald is known for
his lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and precise character development. In this
story, he employs a subtle yet impactful style that blends realism with
symbolic depth. The use of dialogue, internal monologue, and descriptive
passages work together to create an immersive reading experience.
Fitzgerald’s craftsmanship is evident in how he balances plot progression



with thematic exploration.

Language and Tone
The language in the story is polished and elegant, capturing the nuances of
social interaction and emotional complexity. The tone often shifts between
reflective and critical, mirroring the protagonist’s internal conflict.

Structural Elements
The narrative structure is thoughtfully designed, with pacing that enhances
tension and resolution. Fitzgerald uses flashbacks and foreshadowing
sparingly but effectively to enrich the storyline.

Context and Significance within Fitzgerald’s
Work
Understanding the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary requires placing
the story within the broader context of Fitzgerald’s literary career and the
social milieu of his time. The story reflects recurring themes in
Fitzgerald’s work, such as the disillusionment of the American Dream, the
clash between tradition and modernity, and the exploration of human frailty.
It also showcases his sensitivity to the complexities of social dynamics
during the Jazz Age and beyond. This short story complements Fitzgerald’s
more famous works by providing a focused study of personal morality and
societal pressures.

Historical and Cultural Context
The story is set against the backdrop of early 20th-century America, a period
marked by rapid social change and evolving values. Fitzgerald captures the
tension between old-fashioned propriety and emerging modern attitudes, which
is central to the story’s conflict.

Relation to Fitzgerald’s Themes
The sensible thing aligns with Fitzgerald’s ongoing examination of themes
such as:

The pursuit of happiness versus societal expectations.

The fragility of identity within rigid social structures.



The moral ambiguity inherent in human choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Sensible Thing' by F.
Scott Fitzgerald?
The main theme of 'The Sensible Thing' revolves around the complexities of
love, social expectations, and the conflict between personal desires and
societal norms.

Can you provide a brief summary of 'The Sensible
Thing' by F. Scott Fitzgerald?
'The Sensible Thing' tells the story of a young woman who grapples with
choosing between following her heart or adhering to the sensible, socially
acceptable path laid out for her, highlighting the tension between individual
freedom and societal pressure.

Who are the central characters in 'The Sensible
Thing' by F. Scott Fitzgerald?
The central characters typically include the protagonist, a young woman
facing a dilemma about her future, and other figures representing societal
expectations or potential romantic interests.

What is the significance of the title 'The Sensible
Thing' in Fitzgerald's story?
The title 'The Sensible Thing' refers to the rational choice or socially
approved decision that the protagonist is expected to make, contrasting with
her emotional desires and personal inclinations.

How does 'The Sensible Thing' reflect F. Scott
Fitzgerald's writing style?
'The Sensible Thing' showcases Fitzgerald's elegant prose, keen observation
of social dynamics, and exploration of themes like love, morality, and the
conflict between appearance and reality.

Where can I find a detailed summary or analysis of



'The Sensible Thing' by F. Scott Fitzgerald?
Detailed summaries and analyses of 'The Sensible Thing' can be found in
literary study guides, academic websites, and collections of Fitzgerald's
short stories, such as SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or university literature
resources.

Additional Resources
1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This classic novel explores themes of wealth, love, and the American Dream
during the Jazz Age. It tells the story of Jay Gatsby, a mysterious
millionaire, and his obsession with Daisy Buchanan. The narrative delves into
the moral decay beneath the glittering surface of 1920s society.

2. Tender Is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Set on the French Riviera, this novel follows the life of Dick Diver, a
charming psychiatrist, and his wife, Nicole. It examines the complexities of
their troubled marriage and the disintegration of their social circle. The
book poignantly captures themes of mental illness, love, and the passage of
time.

3. This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald’s debut novel centers on the life of Amory Blaine, a young man
navigating the challenges of youth, love, and ambition in post-World War I
America. The story highlights the struggles of self-discovery and the pursuit
of identity in a rapidly changing world. It reflects the disillusionment of
the Lost Generation.

4. Winter Dreams by F. Scott Fitzgerald
A short story that explores themes of desire, ambition, and the fleeting
nature of happiness. It follows Dexter Green, a young man from a modest
background who yearns for wealth and social status. The narrative reveals the
bittersweet consequences of his dreams and pursuit of an idealized life.

5. The Beautiful and Damned by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This novel portrays the lives of Anthony Patch and his wife, Gloria, as they
navigate the excesses and moral decay of the Roaring Twenties. It examines
themes of decadence, disillusionment, and the corrosive effects of wealth.
The story serves as a cautionary tale about the pursuit of pleasure at the
expense of meaning.

6. Babylon Revisited by F. Scott Fitzgerald
A poignant short story about Charles Wales, a man trying to reclaim his life
and regain custody of his daughter after the excesses of his past. Set in
post-crash Paris, it reflects on themes of regret, redemption, and the
consequences of one’s actions. The narrative is a moving exploration of
personal responsibility.

7. The Sensible Thing: A Study of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Themes



This analytical work delves into the recurring motifs and themes in
Fitzgerald’s writings, such as the conflict between idealism and reality. It
offers a comprehensive summary and critique of his major works, providing
readers with deeper insight into his literary contributions. The book is
ideal for students and enthusiasts seeking to understand Fitzgerald’s
artistic vision.

8. Fitzgerald’s Women: The Sensible and the Sensual
This biography focuses on the women in Fitzgerald’s life and how they
influenced his writing. It examines the duality of his female characters as
representations of both sensibility and sensuality. The book sheds light on
the personal experiences that shaped his portrayal of relationships and
gender dynamics.

9. American Dream and Disillusionment in Fitzgerald’s Works
This scholarly book analyzes how Fitzgerald’s stories critique the American
Dream, often portraying it as elusive and destructive. It includes summaries
and discussions of key texts like "The Sensible Thing" and "The Great
Gatsby." The work highlights Fitzgerald’s nuanced perspective on ambition,
success, and moral decay in early 20th-century America.
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