
the sign of the beaver characters

the sign of the beaver characters are central to Elizabeth George Speare’s classic children’s
novel, "The Sign of the Beaver." This story, set in the 18th century American wilderness, explores
themes of survival, friendship, and cultural understanding through its richly developed characters.
The novel focuses on young Matt, a boy left to guard his family's cabin, and Attean, a Native
American boy who becomes his unlikely ally. The interaction between these characters provides
readers with insight into pioneer life and Native American culture. This article delves into the key
characters of "The Sign of the Beaver," examining their personalities, roles, and contributions to the
story’s development. Understanding these characters enhances the appreciation of the novel’s
themes and its historical context.
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Main Characters in The Sign of the Beaver
The sign of the beaver characters mainly revolve around a handful of individuals who drive the
narrative forward. The story’s primary focus is on Matt and Attean, whose friendship bridges
cultural divides. Alongside these two, there are important secondary characters who contribute to
the story’s richness and realism. Each character is crafted to represent different aspects of frontier
life and Native American heritage.

Overview of Principal Characters
The novel features a select group of characters, including Matt, Attean, Matt's family members, and
Attean’s tribe members. These characters help illustrate the challenges and experiences faced
during the 18th century in frontier America.

Matt - The protagonist, a young pioneer boy left to guard his family's cabin.

Attean - A Native American boy from the Beaver clan who befriends Matt.

Matt’s Father - A hardworking frontiersman who leaves Matt behind to tend to the cabin.

Attean’s Grandfather - The wise elder of the Beaver clan, who teaches valuable lessons.

Other Tribe Members - Including Attean’s dog and friends, who add cultural depth.



Matt's Character and Development
Matt is the central figure among the sign of the beaver characters, embodying the resilience and
determination required to survive in the wilderness. At the beginning of the novel, Matt is a young
boy inexperienced in the ways of the frontier. Throughout the story, he grows significantly, learning
survival skills and gaining a deeper understanding of the people around him.

Matt’s Personality Traits
Matt is characterized by his bravery, resourcefulness, and strong sense of responsibility. Despite his
youth, he demonstrates maturity by taking care of the cabin and learning from Attean. His
willingness to embrace new experiences and cultures underscores his growth as a character.

Matt’s Role as a Pioneer Boy
Tasked with guarding his family’s cabin in the Maine wilderness, Matt represents the challenges
faced by pioneer children. His experiences highlight the themes of independence and self-reliance,
which are central to the novel.

Attean and His Cultural Significance
Attean stands as a vital figure among the sign of the beaver characters, representing the Native
American perspective in the story. As a member of the Beaver clan, he introduces Matt and readers
to indigenous customs, language, and worldview.

Attean’s Personality and Values
Attean is proud, knowledgeable, and deeply connected to his cultural heritage. His initial distrust of
Matt reflects historical tensions, but his eventual friendship symbolizes mutual respect and
understanding. Attean’s wisdom and survival skills are crucial to Matt’s development.

Representation of Native American Culture
Through Attean and his interactions with Matt, the novel explores Native American traditions,
including hunting practices, storytelling, and community roles. Attean’s character challenges
stereotypes and provides a nuanced portrayal of indigenous life during the colonial period.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles
In addition to Matt and Attean, the sign of the beaver characters include several supporting figures
who enrich the narrative. These characters provide context and influence the protagonists’ journeys.

Matt’s Family Members
Matt’s father plays an important role by entrusting Matt with the cabin and embodying the pioneer
spirit. Although his appearances are limited, his presence motivates Matt’s sense of duty and
courage.



Attean’s Grandfather
As the elder of the Beaver clan, Attean’s grandfather imparts wisdom and tradition. He acts as a
mentor figure, teaching both Attean and Matt lessons about respect, survival, and the natural world.

Other Tribe Members and Animals
The members of Attean’s tribe, along with his loyal dog, contribute to the authenticity of the setting.
They reflect the communal aspects of Native American life and the close relationship between
people and nature.

Character Relationships and Themes
The interactions among the sign of the beaver characters highlight important themes such as
friendship, cultural exchange, and personal growth. The relationships in the novel drive the plot and
deepen its thematic resonance.

Friendship Between Matt and Attean
The evolving friendship between Matt and Attean is central to the story. Despite initial
misunderstandings and cultural differences, their bond grows stronger, illustrating themes of
empathy and cooperation.

Cultural Understanding and Respect
The novel uses the characters’ interactions to promote respect for different cultures. Matt’s learning
of Attean’s language and customs symbolizes a bridge between two worlds, emphasizing the value of
cultural exchange.

Personal Growth Through Challenges
Both Matt and Attean experience significant personal development. Their challenges in the
wilderness and in understanding each other foster maturity, resilience, and open-mindedness.

Matt’s courage and adaptability1.

Attean’s openness to friendship2.

Mutual respect overcoming prejudice3.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main protagonist in The Sign of the Beaver?
The main protagonist in The Sign of the Beaver is Matt, a young boy left alone to guard his family's



cabin in the wilderness.

What role does Attean play in The Sign of the Beaver?
Attean is a Native American boy who becomes Matt's friend and teacher, helping him learn survival
skills and about his culture.

How is Matt's character developed throughout the story?
Matt grows from a lonely, inexperienced boy into a confident and resourceful young man through his
interactions with Attean and the challenges he faces.

Who is Matt's family in The Sign of the Beaver?
Matt's family includes his parents, who send him ahead to their new home in the wilderness while
they prepare to join him later.

What is the significance of Attean's grandmother in the story?
Attean's grandmother represents the wisdom and traditions of their tribe and plays a key role in
accepting Matt into their community.

How does the relationship between Matt and Attean reflect
cultural understanding?
Their friendship bridges cultural differences, showing mutual respect and learning between a settler
boy and a Native American youth.

Are there any antagonistic characters in The Sign of the
Beaver?
While there is no clear antagonist, challenges such as harsh wilderness conditions and
misunderstandings between cultures serve as obstacles for the characters.

Additional Resources
1. The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
This is the original novel that introduces readers to the characters Matt and Attean. Set in the 18th
century, it tells the story of a young boy left alone to guard his family’s cabin in the wilderness and
his friendship with a Native American boy named Attean. The book explores themes of survival,
cultural exchange, and mutual respect.

2. My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
This novel features a young protagonist who leaves the city to live in the wilderness, similar to
Matt’s experience in The Sign of the Beaver. It delves into self-reliance, nature, and the challenges
of living off the land. Readers who enjoyed Matt’s adventures will find inspiration in this story of
independence and discovery.



3. Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George
This story centers on a young Eskimo girl who survives alone in the Alaskan tundra by befriending a
pack of wolves. The book shares themes of survival and understanding between different cultures
and species, echoing the relationship between Matt and Attean.

4. The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich
Set in the 19th century, this novel follows an Ojibwe girl living on an island in Lake Superior. It
offers a perspective on Native American life and culture, complementing the portrayal of Attean’s
heritage in The Sign of the Beaver. The book highlights family, tradition, and resilience.

5. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
This classic survival story features a boy stranded in the Canadian wilderness after a plane crash.
Like Matt, Brian must learn to live off the land and face the challenges of nature on his own. The
novel emphasizes resourcefulness, courage, and personal growth.

6. Shades of the Wild by Gary Paulsen
In this sequel to Brian’s Winter, the protagonist continues his wilderness survival journey. The book
expands on themes of adaptation and the relationship between humans and the natural world,
resonating with the experiences of The Sign of the Beaver’s characters.

7. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech
This novel explores themes of friendship, cultural understanding, and personal growth. While not a
wilderness survival story, it shares the emotional depth found in The Sign of the Beaver, focusing on
young characters navigating complex relationships and self-discovery.

8. Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
Based on a true story, this book tells of a young Native American girl who survives alone on an
island off the California coast. The themes of survival, courage, and connection to nature closely
align with those in The Sign of the Beaver, offering another perspective on solitary resilience.

9. The Lone Wolf by Kathryn Lasky
This novel follows a young wolf’s journey to find his place in the wild, paralleling the themes of
identity and belonging found in The Sign of the Beaver. The story provides an animal’s-eye view of
nature and survival, enriching the reader’s understanding of the wilderness setting.
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