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the spanish american war and world power 38a answer key provides an essential overview of the

pivotal conflict between the United States and Spain in 1898, which marked a significant turning point

in American history. This article explores how the Spanish American War elevated the United States to

world power status through territorial acquisitions and increased global influence. It addresses the

causes, key events, and consequences of the war, emphasizing the geopolitical changes and the

emergence of the U.S. as an imperial power. The analysis includes an examination of the war’s impact

on U.S. foreign policy and its role in shaping the nation’s identity on the world stage. Additionally, this

article serves as a comprehensive resource for understanding the historical context and outcomes

related to the keyword the spanish american war and world power 38a answer key. The following

sections break down these aspects in detail for a thorough understanding.

Causes of the Spanish American War

Major Events and Battles

Outcomes and Consequences

The United States as a World Power

Legacy and Historical Significance



Causes of the Spanish American War

The causes of the Spanish American War are multifaceted and rooted in both domestic and

international issues. Tensions between the United States and Spain had been mounting due to the

latter’s colonial policies, particularly in Cuba, which was struggling for independence. American public

opinion, influenced by sensationalist journalism known as “yellow journalism,” played a significant role

in stirring popular support for intervention. The explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor in

February 1898 acted as a catalyst, prompting the U.S. government to declare war on Spain.

Political and Economic Factors

Economic interests in Cuba’s sugar plantations and strategic considerations regarding naval power

were key motivators behind the U.S. decision to engage in war. Politically, the United States was

eager to assert itself as a dominant force in the Western Hemisphere, in line with the Monroe Doctrine,

which opposed European colonialism in the Americas. Additionally, humanitarian concerns over

Spanish atrocities against Cuban civilians added moral justification to American intervention.

Role of Media and Public Opinion

Newspapers such as William Randolph Hearst’s New York Journal and Joseph Pulitzer’s New York

World played a substantial role in shaping public opinion. Their exaggerated and often sensationalized

reports of Spanish brutality galvanized the American populace and increased pressure on political

leaders to act. This media influence is a notable factor in the escalation toward war.

Major Events and Battles

The Spanish American War, though brief, involved several critical battles and military campaigns that

demonstrated the United States’ emerging military capabilities. The conflict was fought on multiple

fronts, including Cuba, the Philippines, and Puerto Rico.



The Battle of Manila Bay

One of the most decisive early engagements was the Battle of Manila Bay in the Philippines, where

Commodore George Dewey’s fleet destroyed the Spanish Pacific Squadron. This victory not only

secured American control over the Philippines but also signaled the U.S. Navy’s rising prominence.

The Cuban Campaign

In Cuba, the U.S. Army, alongside Cuban insurgents, engaged Spanish forces in battles such as San

Juan Hill and El Caney. The Rough Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment led by Theodore Roosevelt,

gained fame during these actions. These victories contributed directly to the eventual Spanish

surrender in the Caribbean.

Puerto Rico and Other Theaters

Simultaneously, American forces launched an invasion of Puerto Rico, which encountered minimal

resistance and resulted in U.S. control of the island. Skirmishes and occupations in other Spanish

territories helped to solidify the United States’ expanding influence.

Outcomes and Consequences

The Spanish American War concluded with the Treaty of Paris in December 1898, which had

significant territorial and geopolitical consequences. Spain ceded control of several key territories to

the United States, marking a shift in global power dynamics.

Territorial Acquisitions

As a result of the treaty, the United States acquired Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, while

Cuba gained nominal independence under American supervision. These acquisitions extended



American influence into the Pacific and Caribbean, establishing overseas colonies and naval bases.

Impact on Spain and the United States

For Spain, the war marked the end of its once-expansive colonial empire. For the United States, it

represented a dramatic expansion of its global role and the beginning of its emergence as a world

power. The war also prompted debates about imperialism and the nation’s responsibilities as a colonial

ruler.

The United States as a World Power

The aftermath of the Spanish American War heralded the United States’ arrival as a significant player

in international affairs. This new status was characterized by increased military presence, economic

influence, and diplomatic engagement worldwide.

Expansion of Military and Naval Power

The war underscored the importance of a strong navy, leading to accelerated naval expansion and

modernization. The U.S. Navy’s successes during the conflict demonstrated the strategic value of sea

power in projecting influence globally.

Shifts in Foreign Policy

The conflict encouraged a more interventionist American foreign policy, moving away from strict

isolationism. The acquisition of territories necessitated new governance strategies and engagement in

international diplomacy, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region and Latin America.



List of Key Changes Post-War

Acquisition of overseas territories and colonies

Increased U.S. naval capabilities and bases

Active involvement in international diplomacy

Debate over imperialism and national identity

Strengthened position in Western Hemisphere affairs

Legacy and Historical Significance

The spanish american war and world power 38a answer key highlights the enduring legacy of the 1898

conflict in shaping American history and global geopolitics. The war’s outcomes influenced U.S. policy

and identity for decades, setting precedents in military engagement and international relations.

Influence on 20th Century American Policy

The experience of the Spanish American War helped define American attitudes toward imperialism and

intervention. It laid the groundwork for future overseas engagements and the country’s role in world

affairs, including participation in both World Wars.

Cultural and Political Impact

The war fostered a sense of nationalism and pride in American military and political achievements.

Figures such as Theodore Roosevelt emerged as national heroes, influencing political discourse and



leadership styles in the early 20th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main cause of the Spanish-American War?

The main cause of the Spanish-American War was the explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor,

which increased tensions between the United States and Spain over Cuba's struggle for

independence.

How did the Spanish-American War mark the emergence of the United

States as a world power?

The Spanish-American War resulted in the U.S. acquiring territories like Puerto Rico, Guam, and the

Philippines, signaling its expansion beyond continental borders and establishing it as a global imperial

power.

What role did the Treaty of Paris 1898 play in the Spanish-American

War outcomes?

The Treaty of Paris 1898 officially ended the Spanish-American War, with Spain relinquishing control

of Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines to the United States, thereby expanding American

influence overseas.

How did the Spanish-American War influence U.S. foreign policy in the

early 20th century?

The war shifted U.S. foreign policy towards imperialism and interventionism, leading to increased

involvement in Latin America and Asia under policies like the Roosevelt Corollary and the Open Door

Policy.



What was the significance of the Rough Riders in the Spanish-

American War?

The Rough Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment led by Theodore Roosevelt, gained national fame for

their charge up San Juan Hill, symbolizing American bravery and contributing to Roosevelt's political

rise.

Where can one find the 'Spanish American War and World Power 38A

Answer Key' for educational purposes?

The 'Spanish American War and World Power 38A Answer Key' is typically found in teacher's editions

of history textbooks or provided by educational publishers and online educational resource platforms.

Additional Resources

1. The Spanish-American War: A History

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Spanish-American War, detailing the causes, key

battles, and outcomes of the conflict. It explores the political and social context of the late 19th

century, emphasizing how the war marked the United States’ emergence as a world power. The

narrative also discusses the war’s impact on Spain and its colonies.

2. Empire by Default: The Spanish-American War and the Dawn of American Global Power

This title examines how the Spanish-American War served as a turning point for the United States,

transitioning it from a regional player to an imperial power. It analyzes the motivations behind

American expansionism and the consequences of acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and

the Philippines. The book provides insight into the geopolitical shifts at the turn of the century.

3. The Rough Riders and the Dawn of American Empire

Focusing on Theodore Roosevelt’s famed volunteer cavalry unit, this book highlights the military and

symbolic significance of the Rough Riders during the Spanish-American War. It contextualizes their



role within the broader narrative of American expansionism and the country’s growing international

influence. The text also considers Roosevelt’s subsequent rise to world stage prominence.

4. From Colony to Commonwealth: The Aftermath of the Spanish-American War

This work delves into the aftermath of the war, particularly how former Spanish colonies transitioned

under American rule. It covers political, economic, and cultural changes in places like the Philippines

and Puerto Rico, while discussing the debate over imperialism within the United States. The book

sheds light on the complexities of American colonial governance.

5. The Global Consequences of the Spanish-American War

This book explores the broader international implications of the conflict, including shifts in global power

dynamics and the reactions of other world powers. It discusses how the war influenced diplomacy,

military strategies, and colonial competition at the dawn of the 20th century. The narrative connects the

Spanish-American War to emerging themes of American interventionism.

6. World Power 38a: The Key to Understanding American Imperialism

Designed as an educational resource, this book serves as an answer key and study guide for topics

related to American imperialism around the time of the Spanish-American War. It addresses key

questions, historical documents, and primary sources, helping readers grasp the complexities of U.S.

foreign policy and military actions. The guide is ideal for students and educators studying this pivotal

era.

7. The Spanish-American War and the Birth of American Naval Power

This title focuses on the crucial role of the U.S. Navy in the conflict, highlighting battles such as Manila

Bay and Santiago de Cuba. It traces the evolution of American naval strategy and technology that

helped establish the United States as a formidable maritime power. The book connects naval

developments to broader themes of global influence and security.

8. Imperial Ambitions: The United States and the Spanish-American War

This book analyzes the ideological underpinnings of American expansionism, including Manifest

Destiny and the belief in civilizing missions. It examines political debates and public opinion during the



war, revealing the domestic tensions over imperial policy. The work provides a nuanced view of how

the Spanish-American War shaped America’s role on the world stage.

9. Turning Point 1898: The Spanish-American War and the Rise of the United States

Focusing on the year 1898, this narrative captures the critical moments that transformed the United

States into a global power. It combines military history with political analysis to show how the war

influenced American identity and foreign policy. The book underscores the significance of 1898 as a

pivotal year in U.S. and world history.
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