the stanford prison experiment
commonlit answers

the stanford prison experiment commonlit answers provide insightful explanations
and clarifications regarding one of the most famous psychological studies conducted in the
1970s. This article explores the key themes and responses associated with the Stanford
Prison Experiment as presented in the CommonLit educational platform. The Stanford
Prison Experiment, designed by psychologist Philip Zimbardo, investigated the
psychological effects of perceived power by assigning participants roles of guards and
prisoners in a simulated prison environment. Understanding the commonlit answers helps
students and readers grasp the ethical, psychological, and social implications of the
experiment. This detailed analysis covers the background of the study, the key findings,
ethical considerations, and the answers to frequently asked questions found in CommonlLit
assignments related to this topic. The article aims to offer a comprehensive guide for
those seeking to understand the nuances behind the Stanford Prison Experiment
commonlit answers and the broader lessons derived from this landmark study.
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Overview of the Stanford Prison Experiment

The Stanford Prison Experiment was conducted in 1971 at Stanford University by
psychologist Philip Zimbardo. The study aimed to examine how individuals conform to
roles of authority and submission within a prison-like environment. Volunteers were
randomly assigned roles as either prisoners or guards and placed in a mock prison set up
in the university’s basement. The experiment was originally scheduled to last two weeks
but was terminated after only six days due to the extreme behavioral changes observed in
participants.

Design and Procedure

The experiment involved 24 male college students selected for their psychological stability
and health. Half were assigned to be guards, tasked with maintaining order, while the
other half were prisoners subjected to rules and confinement. The guards began exhibiting
authoritarian behaviors, and prisoners showed signs of stress, helplessness, and rebellion.
The rapid transformation in behavior demonstrated the powerful influence of situational
factors over individual personality traits.



Findings and Observations

The Stanford Prison Experiment revealed that people can quickly internalize assigned
social roles, leading to abusive and oppressive actions in the case of guards and passive or
rebellious responses from prisoners. The study highlighted the ease with which ordinary
individuals might engage in cruel behavior when placed in positions of power. These
findings challenged previous assumptions about personality and situational influence in
social psychology.

Key Psychological Concepts Explored

This section delves into the psychological principles underpinning the Stanford Prison
Experiment, which are crucial for understanding the commonlit answers.

Role Conformity and Social Roles

One of the main psychological concepts demonstrated is role conformity, where
individuals adopt behaviors expected of their assigned roles. In the experiment, guards
conformed to authoritarian roles, while prisoners conformed to submissive roles. This
concept illustrates how social roles can shape behavior in powerful ways.

Deindividuation

Deindividuation refers to the loss of self-awareness and personal responsibility when
individuals become part of a group or assume a role, leading to behavior that is
uncharacteristic or extreme. Guards in the experiment experienced deindividuation, which
contributed to their abusive actions.

Obedience to Authority

The experiment highlighted obedience to authority, where participants obeyed rules and
commands despite ethical concerns, reflecting the psychological dynamics studied in
obedience research. This concept explains why guards followed through with harsh
treatment of prisoners.

CommonlLit Questions and Answers Explained

CommonlLit provides educational resources, including reading passages and
comprehension questions about the Stanford Prison Experiment. Understanding the
commonlit answers requires familiarity with the experiment’s background and
psychological implications.

Typical Question Themes

Common questions often focus on the ethical dimensions of the study, the psychological
effects on participants, and the implications for understanding human behavior. Students
are asked to analyze why participants acted as they did and what the experiment reveals
about human nature.



Sample Answers Breakdown

For example, when asked why the guards behaved abusively, the commonlit answers
emphasize the influence of assigned roles and situational pressures rather than inherent
personality traits. Similarly, questions about the prisoners’ reactions often highlight
learned helplessness and stress responses.

Strategies for Answering CommonlLit Questions

To effectively respond to questions on CommonlLit regarding the Stanford Prison
Experiment, students should:

Reference specific details of the experiment’s design and outcomes.

Explain psychological concepts such as conformity, obedience, and deindividuation.

Discuss ethical concerns and their impact on the study’s validity.

Use evidence from the text or passage to support their answers.

Ethical Issues Highlighted in the Experiment

The Stanford Prison Experiment is often cited in discussions about research ethics due to
the psychological harm experienced by participants.

Consent and Participant Well-being

Although participants initially consented to the study, they were not fully informed about
the potential risks and the intensity of the emotional stress they would face. The lack of
adequate safeguards for participant well-being raised significant ethical concerns.

Role of the Researcher

Philip Zimbardo’s dual role as principal investigator and prison superintendent led to
conflicts of interest and inadequate intervention when the experiment escalated. This
compromised the ethical integrity of the study.

Influence on Modern Ethical Standards

The ethical controversies surrounding the Stanford Prison Experiment contributed to the
development of stricter protocols in human subject research, including informed consent,
the right to withdraw, and oversight by institutional review boards.

Impact and Legacy of the Stanford Prison



Experiment

The legacy of the Stanford Prison Experiment extends beyond social psychology into
broader discussions on authority, power dynamics, and ethics.

Influence on Psychology and Sociology

The experiment has been foundational in understanding how situational variables
influence behavior, informing theories on social roles, obedience, and group dynamics. It
remains a key case study in psychology and sociology curricula worldwide.

Criticism and Re-evaluation

Despite its influence, the experiment has faced criticism for methodological flaws, lack of
scientific rigor, and ethical issues. Recent re-evaluations emphasize the need to interpret
findings with caution and within their historical context.

Continuing Relevance

The Stanford Prison Experiment continues to be relevant in analyzing real-world situations
involving authority and abuse, such as in prisons, military settings, and organizational
hierarchies. Its lessons inform policies aimed at preventing abuse of power.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the Stanford Prison
Experiment as described in CommonlLit?

The main purpose of the Stanford Prison Experiment was to investigate how individuals
conform to roles of authority and submission in a simulated prison environment.

How does CommonlLit explain the behavior of
participants in the Stanford Prison Experiment?

CommonlLit explains that participants quickly adopted their assigned roles as guards or
prisoners, leading to abusive behavior by guards and submissive behavior by prisoners,
illustrating the power of situational influences.

What ethical concerns about the Stanford Prison
Experiment are highlighted in CommonlLit?

CommonlLit highlights ethical concerns such as the psychological harm experienced by
participants, lack of fully informed consent, and the experiment being terminated early
due to extreme emotional distress.



According to CommonlLit, what was the outcome of the
Stanford Prison Experiment?

The outcome showed that ordinary people could engage in cruel and abusive behavior
when placed in positions of authority within a prison-like setting.

How does CommonlLit describe the role of the
experimenter in the Stanford Prison Experiment?

CommonlLit describes the experimenter as having a significant influence by encouraging
guards to maintain order, which may have contributed to the escalation of abusive
behaviors.

What lessons does CommonlLit suggest we learn from
the Stanford Prison Experiment?

CommonlLit suggests that the experiment teaches us about the impact of situational and
systemic factors on behavior, the importance of ethical standards in research, and the
dangers of unchecked authority.

Additional Resources

1. The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil

This book by Philip Zimbardo, the lead researcher of the Stanford Prison Experiment,
explores the psychological mechanisms that can lead ordinary people to commit evil acts.
It delves into the influence of situational forces and systemic factors on human behavior.
The book provides a comprehensive analysis of the experiment and its implications for
understanding cruelty and morality.

2. Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View

Written by Stanley Milgram, this book details his famous obedience experiments, which
complement the findings of the Stanford Prison Experiment. Milgram investigates how
individuals comply with authority figures, even when asked to perform morally
questionable actions. This work offers important insights into human behavior in
hierarchical structures.

3. Quiet Rage: The Stanford Prison Experiment

Philip Zimbardo’s own account of the Stanford Prison Experiment, this book provides a
detailed narrative of the study’s design, execution, and aftermath. It discusses the
psychological effects on participants and the ethical questions raised by the experiment.
The book is essential for understanding the dynamics of power and authority in confined
environments.

4. Prisoners of Reason: The Stanford Prison Experiment and Its Legacy

This book examines the broader impact of the Stanford Prison Experiment on psychology
and society. It explores how the experiment influenced prison reform, ethical standards in
research, and our understanding of human nature. The author also critiques the
experiment and discusses alternative interpretations of the findings.



5. Ethics in Psychological Research: Lessons from the Stanford Prison Experiment
Focusing on the ethical dilemmas posed by the Stanford Prison Experiment, this book
reviews how the study changed institutional review board policies and research
guidelines. It highlights the importance of protecting participants and maintaining
scientific integrity. The text is valuable for students and professionals interested in
research ethics.

6. Power and Persuasion: Social Influence in the Stanford Prison Experiment

This book analyzes the social psychological principles demonstrated in the Stanford Prison
Experiment, such as conformity, deindividuation, and authority. It explains how these
factors contributed to the behavior of guards and prisoners. The author connects these
concepts to real-world situations involving power dynamics.

7. The Social Psychology of Evil: From the Stanford Prison Experiment to Modern Insights
Exploring the nature of evil through a social psychology lens, this book uses the Stanford
Prison Experiment as a case study. It discusses how social environments and group
dynamics can foster harmful behaviors. The book also offers contemporary research that
builds on Zimbardo’s findings.

8. Inside the Mind of a Prisoner: Psychological Perspectives from the Stanford Prison
Experiment

This book focuses on the psychological experiences of prisoners in the Stanford study,
including stress, identity loss, and coping mechanisms. It provides a detailed look at how
imprisonment affects mental health and behavior. The author draws parallels between the
experiment and actual prison conditions.

9. Experiments in Social Psychology: The Stanford Prison Experiment and Beyond

A comprehensive overview of landmark social psychology experiments, this book places
the Stanford Prison Experiment in context with other influential studies. It discusses
experimental design, results, and ethical considerations. The book is an excellent resource
for understanding the development of social psychology as a field.
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