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they called us enemy ebook presents a powerful and poignant graphic memoir that explores the

harrowing experience of Japanese American internment during World War II. Written by George Takei,

the renowned actor and activist, this ebook offers a deeply personal and historical perspective on the

injustices faced by Japanese Americans. Through vivid illustrations and compelling narrative, the book

sheds light on themes of racism, resilience, and the fight for civil rights. This article delves into the

background of the they called us enemy ebook, its author, the historical context, and the significance

of this work in contemporary discussions about social justice. Readers will gain insight into the book’s

content, style, and impact, making it a valuable resource for educators, students, and history

enthusiasts alike. Below is a detailed overview of key aspects covered in this article.
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Themes and Narrative Style

Reception and Impact
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Overview of the They Called Us Enemy Ebook

The they called us enemy ebook is a graphic memoir that recounts the childhood experiences of



George Takei and his family during their forced relocation and incarceration in internment camps.

Through a combination of detailed illustrations and first-person storytelling, the book captures the

emotional and physical hardships endured by Japanese Americans under Executive Order 9066. It

provides readers with an accessible yet profound understanding of a dark chapter in American history.

The ebook format allows for easy access and wide distribution, making this important story available to

a global audience.

Content and Structure

The ebook is structured to follow the chronological journey of Takei’s family, beginning with their

everyday life before the war and progressing through their time in multiple internment camps. Each

chapter combines historical facts with personal anecdotes, enriching the reader’s comprehension of

the events. The graphic novel style enhances engagement, particularly for younger audiences or

readers who may find traditional historical texts less approachable.

Visual and Literary Elements

Illustrator Harmony Becker’s artwork complements Takei’s narrative by vividly portraying the

environment, emotions, and challenges faced by the internees. The black-and-white drawings

emphasize the stark reality of internment, while the use of speech bubbles and captions effectively

conveys dialogue and internal thoughts. Together, the visual and literary elements create a compelling

storytelling experience that resonates emotionally and intellectually.

Author Background: George Takei

George Takei is widely known for his role as Hikaru Sulu on the original Star Trek television series, but

he is also an outspoken advocate for social justice and LGBTQ+ rights. His personal history as a

survivor of Japanese American internment during World War II profoundly influences his activism and

creative work. The they called us enemy ebook represents his commitment to educating the public



about civil liberties and the consequences of prejudice.

Personal Connection to the Story

Takei’s firsthand experience as a child in internment camps provides authenticity and emotional depth

to the memoir. His perspective offers unique insight into the psychological impact of displacement and

discrimination on families and communities. By sharing his story, Takei aims to prevent similar

injustices from recurring in the future.

Collaborators and Contributors

In addition to Takei’s writing, the ebook was developed in collaboration with writer Justin Eisinger,

artist Harmony Becker, and editor Steven Scott. Their combined expertise ensures a well-rounded and

polished final product that balances historical accuracy with creative expression.

Historical Context of Japanese American Internment

The they called us enemy ebook situates its narrative within the broader historical framework of

Japanese American internment during World War II. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, fear

and suspicion toward Japanese Americans led to the U.S. government’s decision to forcibly remove

over 120,000 individuals from their homes and place them in isolated camps. This action was

authorized by Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942.

Conditions of the Internment Camps

The internment camps were located in remote areas and characterized by harsh living conditions,

inadequate facilities, and constant surveillance. Families were confined behind barbed wire fences and

guarded by armed soldiers. The ebook illustrates these realities, highlighting the loss of freedom,

privacy, and dignity experienced by the internees.



Legal and Social Implications

The internment raised significant constitutional questions regarding civil rights and due process. The

Supreme Court upheld the government’s actions in Korematsu v. United States, a controversial

decision that remains debated today. The they called us enemy ebook helps readers understand the

ramifications of this period and its lasting impact on Japanese American communities.

Themes and Narrative Style

The they called us enemy ebook explores several critical themes through its narrative and visual

storytelling. Central to the book are issues of identity, injustice, resilience, and the fight for recognition

and reparations. The memoir balances personal storytelling with historical education, making complex

topics accessible to diverse audiences.

Exploration of Racism and Discrimination

The ebook confronts the prejudice and racial profiling that led to internment. It depicts the social

stigma and fear that affected Japanese Americans, emphasizing how wartime hysteria can erode civil

liberties. This theme remains relevant in contemporary discussions on immigration and minority rights.

Resilience and Family Bonds

Despite the adversity faced, the story highlights the strength of family ties and cultural identity. Takei’s

memoir celebrates the perseverance of internees who maintained hope and community solidarity

during their incarceration.

Graphic Memoir as a Medium

The use of graphic novel format is a deliberate choice to engage readers visually and emotionally. The



combination of images and text conveys the complexity of emotions and events more dynamically than

traditional prose alone. This style appeals to young adults and educators seeking innovative ways to

teach history.

Reception and Impact

The they called us enemy ebook has received widespread acclaim for its honest portrayal of a difficult

historical episode and its contribution to civil rights education. Critics praise the book for its powerful

storytelling, historical accuracy, and evocative artwork. It has won multiple awards and has been

included in numerous reading lists for schools and libraries.

Critical Acclaim

Reviewers commend the ebook for its ability to humanize history and foster empathy. The memoir is

recognized as a significant work in the genre of graphic novels and memoirs, particularly those

addressing social justice topics.

Influence on Public Awareness

The ebook has played a role in raising awareness about the injustices of internment and promoting

dialogue about racial discrimination in the United States. It serves as a reminder of the consequences

of unchecked governmental power and societal prejudice.

Educational Value and Usage

The they called us enemy ebook is widely used as an educational tool in classrooms to teach about

World War II, civil rights, and American history. Its engaging format and personal narrative make it an

effective resource for fostering critical thinking and discussions about ethics and human rights.



Classroom Applications

Educators utilize the ebook to supplement traditional history curricula, encouraging students to explore

multiple perspectives and develop empathy. The graphic memoir format supports visual literacy and

appeals to diverse learning styles.

Discussion Topics and Activities

The ebook lends itself to various discussion topics and classroom activities, including:

Analyzing the impact of government policies on minority groups

Exploring themes of identity and resilience

Comparing historical and contemporary examples of discrimination

Creating personal responses through art or writing

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the book 'They Called Us Enemy' about?

'They Called Us Enemy' is a graphic memoir by George Takei that recounts his childhood experiences

during the Japanese American internment in World War II.

Who is the author of 'They Called Us Enemy'?

The author of 'They Called Us Enemy' is George Takei, co-written with Justin Eisinger and Steven

Scott, with art by Harmony Becker.



Is 'They Called Us Enemy' available as an ebook?

Yes, 'They Called Us Enemy' is available as an ebook on various platforms such as Kindle, Apple

Books, and Google Play Books.

What age group is 'They Called Us Enemy' appropriate for?

'They Called Us Enemy' is suitable for young adults and adults, often used in middle school and high

school curriculums to teach about Japanese American history and civil rights.

What themes are explored in 'They Called Us Enemy'?

The book explores themes of racism, identity, injustice, resilience, and the impact of war on families

and communities.

How has 'They Called Us Enemy' been received by critics?

The memoir has received critical acclaim for its powerful storytelling and artwork, earning awards such

as the Eisner Award for Best Reality-Based Work.

Can 'They Called Us Enemy' be used for educational purposes?

Yes, many educators use 'They Called Us Enemy' to teach about the Japanese American internment,

civil rights, and social justice issues.

Where can I purchase the 'They Called Us Enemy' ebook?

The ebook can be purchased from online retailers including Amazon Kindle Store, Apple Books,

Google Play Books, and Barnes & Noble Nook Store.

Does 'They Called Us Enemy' include historical photographs or



supplementary materials?

The graphic memoir primarily uses illustrations but also includes historical context and author notes to

complement the narrative.

Additional Resources

1. They Called Us Enemy by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, Steven Scott, and Harmony Becker

This graphic memoir recounts George Takei’s childhood experience during World War II when he and

his family were forcibly relocated to Japanese American internment camps. It offers a powerful,

personal perspective on a dark chapter in American history, combining historical facts with heartfelt

storytelling. The book highlights themes of resilience, identity, and the fight for justice.

2. Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston

A classic memoir about Jeanne Wakatsuki’s life before, during, and after her family’s internment at the

Manzanar camp. The narrative explores the challenges faced by Japanese Americans during WWII

and the lasting impact of the internment on their lives. It is a poignant reflection on family, identity, and

survival.

3. When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka

This novel tells the story of a Japanese American family’s experience during their forced removal and

incarceration in internment camps. Written in a sparse, poetic style, it captures the emotional and

psychological toll of displacement and prejudice during wartime. The book is a haunting exploration of

memory and loss.

4. Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand

While not focused on Japanese American internment, this biography of Olympic athlete and WWII

bombardier Louis Zamperini shares themes of resilience and endurance amidst adversity. Zamperini’s

harrowing experience as a prisoner of war in the Pacific theater complements the broader context of

WWII struggles. The book is an inspiring testament to human strength.



5. Behind Barbed Wire: An Artist’s Story by Taro Yashima

An autobiographical graphic novel depicting the author’s experiences as a Japanese American artist

during WWII internment. It provides a unique artistic perspective on life in the camps and the struggle

to maintain dignity in harsh conditions. The book also addresses issues of identity and cultural survival.

6. Days of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps by Michi Nishiura Weglyn

This nonfiction book offers a comprehensive historical account of the Japanese American internment

camps, challenging misconceptions and highlighting injustices. Weglyn, herself a former internee,

provides detailed documentation and personal reflections. The book is a crucial resource for

understanding this chapter of American history.

7. Silent Scars: The Story of the Japanese American Internment by Laura Atkins and Gordon Atkins

This book explores the psychological and social aftermath of the internment on Japanese American

communities. Through interviews, personal stories, and historical analysis, it examines how the trauma

shaped generations. It is an important work on the long-term effects of wartime incarceration.

8. American Knees by Shawn Wong

A novel that, while focusing on Asian American identity, touches on the intergenerational impact of

WWII and internment on Japanese Americans. It blends humor and serious themes to explore race,

family, and belonging. The book provides cultural context relevant to readers interested in Asian

American experiences.

9. Minidoka: 937th Earl of One Mile Series by Masato Hisa

A graphic novel series depicting the lives of Japanese Americans in the Minidoka internment camp.

Through vivid artwork and storytelling, it brings to life the struggles and resilience of internees. The

series adds a visual and narrative dimension to understanding internment history.
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