they say i say 6th edition

they say i say 6th edition is a widely acclaimed writing guide that has become essential for
students, educators, and writers aiming to master the art of academic argumentation. This edition
builds upon the success of its predecessors by refining its approach to teaching how to effectively
engage with others' ideas while clearly articulating one’s own perspective. The book emphasizes the
importance of entering academic conversations with clarity, precision, and persuasive techniques.
With updated templates, examples, and a focus on contemporary rhetorical strategies, the they say i
say 6th edition remains a cornerstone resource in composition and rhetoric courses. This article
explores the key features, structure, instructional methods, and practical applications of the they say
i say 6th edition, providing a comprehensive overview for those interested in enhancing their writing
skills. Following this introduction, a detailed table of contents outlines the main sections covered in
the discussion below.

e Overview of the They Say I Say 6th Edition
e Core Concepts and Instructional Approach
e Templates and Rhetorical Strategies

e Applications in Academic Writing

e Updates and Enhancements in the 6th Edition

Overview of the They Say I Say 6th Edition

The they say i say 6th edition is the latest version of a bestselling writing guide authored by Gerald
Graff and Cathy Birkenstein. It focuses on teaching writers how to effectively enter into academic
and public conversations by summarizing others’ arguments (the "they say") and responding with
their own ideas (the "I say"). This edition continues to emphasize the importance of dialogue in
writing, encouraging clarity and engagement while addressing counterarguments and building
persuasive claims. The book is widely used in college writing programs, helping students develop
critical thinking and argumentative skills that are essential across disciplines.

Purpose and Target Audience

The primary purpose of the they say i say 6th edition is to provide a practical framework for writing
academic essays and research papers. It targets college students, instructors, and anyone interested
in improving their argumentative writing. The book’s accessible language and structured approach
make it suitable for beginners and advanced writers alike, aiming to demystify the process of
constructing arguments and responding to sources effectively.



Structure and Content Overview

Organized into clear, manageable chapters, the they say i say 6th edition guides readers through the
stages of argument development. Each chapter introduces key rhetorical concepts, followed by
examples and templates designed to facilitate the writing process. The content includes sections on
summarizing arguments, making claims, agreeing and disagreeing, and incorporating quotations.
Additionally, the book integrates exercises that help reinforce the skills taught.

Core Concepts and Instructional Approach

At the heart of the they say i say 6th edition is the concept of entering academic discourse by
balancing what “they say” with what “I say.” This dialogic approach encourages writers to present
others’ viewpoints fairly before articulating their own positions, fostering respectful and effective
communication. The instructional approach combines theory with practice, emphasizing the
development of critical reading and writing strategies.

Engaging with Opposing Views

An important principle in the they say i say 6th edition is the skillful engagement with
counterarguments. Writers are taught to anticipate objections, acknowledge complexity, and
respond thoughtfully. This approach strengthens arguments by demonstrating awareness of multiple
perspectives and by making claims more nuanced and credible.

Use of Templates to Support Writing

The book introduces a series of adaptable sentence templates that serve as scaffolds for expressing
ideas clearly and persuasively. These templates help writers formulate claims, introduce evidence,

and transition between points smoothly. By using these structures, students can overcome writer’s
block and focus on content development.

Templates and Rhetorical Strategies

The they say i say 6th edition is particularly known for its practical templates, which are integral to
its pedagogical method. These templates provide standardized language models that guide writers in
constructing effective arguments and engaging with sources. The rhetorical strategies embedded in
the templates promote clarity, coherence, and persuasion.

Examples of Common Templates

Some frequently used templates in the they say i say 6th edition include phrases for introducing
other people’s ideas, such as “Some people argue that  , but I contend that  ,” or templates for
agreeing and disagreeing, like “While it is true that _, the fact remains that  .” These
formulations enable writers to navigate complex argumentative terrain with confidence.



Rhetorical Techniques Emphasized

The book highlights several rhetorical techniques, including:

e Summarizing opposing arguments fairly and accurately

Using concession to build credibility

Employing signposting to organize ideas

Incorporating evidence effectively

e Balancing ethos, pathos, and logos in argumentation

Applications in Academic Writing

The they say i say 6th edition has broad applications across various academic genres, including
essays, research papers, and critical analyses. Its strategies promote writing that is both analytical
and dialogic, helping students to engage sources thoughtfully and construct well-supported claims.
The principles outlined in the book are applicable beyond academia, extending into professional
communication and public discourse.

Enhancing Critical Thinking Skills

By requiring writers to articulate both sides of an argument, the they say i say 6th edition fosters
critical thinking. Students learn to evaluate evidence, identify assumptions, and anticipate
objections. This process not only improves writing quality but also deepens understanding of
complex issues.

Improving Clarity and Persuasion

Clear communication is a central goal of the they say i say 6th edition. Its templates and techniques
help writers avoid ambiguity and verbosity, making arguments more accessible and convincing. The
approach encourages precise language and logical flow, which are essential for academic success.

Updates and Enhancements in the 6th Edition

The 6th edition of they say i say introduces several updates that reflect changes in academic writing
and pedagogical priorities. These enhancements ensure that the book remains relevant and effective
in teaching argumentation in the digital age.



Expanded Examples and New Templates

This edition includes expanded examples that address contemporary topics, making the content
more relatable to today’s students. Additionally, new templates have been added to cover emerging
rhetorical situations and diverse writing contexts.

Greater Emphasis on Digital Literacy

Recognizing the importance of digital communication, the they say i say 6th edition incorporates
strategies for engaging with online sources and digital media. This includes guidance on how to
critically evaluate and integrate digital content into academic writing.

Enhanced Pedagogical Features

The book also features refined exercises, clearer explanations, and improved organization to
facilitate both teaching and learning. These pedagogical improvements contribute to a more user-
friendly experience for instructors and students alike.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'They Say / I Say' 6th Edition about?

‘They Say /I Say' 6th Edition is a writing guide by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein that focuses
on teaching students how to frame arguments effectively by summarizing others' ideas (‘They Say')
and presenting their own responses ('I Say').

What are the new features in the 6th edition of 'They Say /I
Say'?

The 6th edition includes updated templates, expanded sections on digital literacy and writing in the
age of social media, and additional guidance on incorporating diverse voices and perspectives in
academic writing.

How does 'They Say /I Say' 6th Edition help with academic
writing?
It provides practical templates and strategies to help writers engage with existing conversations,

present their arguments clearly, and respond thoughtfully to other viewpoints, enhancing critical
thinking and persuasive writing skills.

Is 'They Say /I Say' 6th Edition suitable for ESL learners?

Yes, the book’s clear templates and examples make it accessible for ESL learners to understand and
practice academic writing conventions in English.



Can 'They Say /I Say' 6th Edition be used across different
disciplines?

Absolutely, the strategies and templates in the book are applicable to writing assignments in various
fields including humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.

Does the 6th edition include digital resources or online
support?

Yes, the 6th edition often comes with access to online resources such as additional exercises,
instructional videos, and supplementary materials to support learning.

How does 'They Say / I Say' 6th Edition address the use of
sources?

The book emphasizes the importance of engaging with sources by summarizing others' viewpoints
accurately ('They Say') and articulating one's own response ('I Say'), promoting ethical and effective
use of evidence in writing.

Additional Resources

1. They Say /I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 6th Edition

This is the foundational text by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein that introduces students to the
essential rhetorical moves in academic writing. It emphasizes the importance of entering
conversations by summarizing others' ideas ("they say") and responding with one's own argument ("I
say"). The book provides templates to help writers structure their arguments clearly and
persuasively.

2. Writing Analytically, 7th Edition by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen

This book complements "They Say / I Say" by focusing on analytical thinking and writing skills. It
guides readers through the process of breaking down complex ideas and constructing well-reasoned
arguments. The text includes exercises and examples that help students develop clarity and
precision in their writing.

3. Academic Writing for Graduate Students: Essential Tasks and Skills by John M. Swales and
Christine B. Feak

Aimed at advanced students, this book offers practical guidance for academic writing, including
structuring arguments, summarizing sources, and integrating evidence. It aligns well with the "They
Say /I Say" approach by emphasizing the dialogue between writers and their sources. The book also
provides useful exercises and model texts.

4. Everything's an Argument, 8th Edition by Andrea A. Lunsford and John ]. Ruszkiewicz

This text explores the concept that argumentation is central to all forms of communication,
extending beyond academic writing. It offers diverse examples from various media to show how
arguments are constructed in everyday contexts. The book complements "They Say / I Say" by
broadening the scope of argumentative writing.

5. They Say /I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing Workbook by Gerald Graff and



Cathy Birkenstein

Designed as a companion to the main text, this workbook provides exercises and practice prompts
that reinforce the concepts introduced in "They Say /I Say." It helps students internalize the
rhetorical moves and templates through hands-on activities. The workbook is ideal for classroom use
or independent study.

6. The Craft of Research, 4th Edition by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M.
Williams

This book is a comprehensive guide to research and writing, focusing on developing research
questions, constructing arguments, and presenting findings effectively. It aligns with the dialogic
approach of "They Say /I Say" by encouraging writers to engage with existing scholarship. The text
is useful for both undergraduate and graduate students.

7. They Say /I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, 5th Edition by Gerald Graff and
Cathy Birkenstein

The previous edition of the popular textbook, it introduces the same core concepts of entering
academic conversations and structuring arguments. While slightly updated in the 6th edition, the
5th edition remains a valuable resource with clear explanations and templates. It is often used in
writing courses alongside or before the latest edition.

8. Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing: A Brief Guide to Argument by Sylvan Barnet and Hugo
Bedau

This concise text focuses on developing critical thinking skills alongside reading and writing
argumentative essays. It emphasizes understanding different perspectives and constructing
persuasive arguments, much like "They Say /I Say." The book includes examples and exercises to
help students practice these skills.

9. They Say /I Say with Readings: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and
Cathy Birkenstein

This edition combines the core rhetorical concepts with a diverse collection of readings across
disciplines, providing practical examples of the moves in action. It allows students to see how
academic conversations unfold in real texts, enhancing their understanding of argumentation. This
integrated approach supports both learning and application of writing strategies.
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