three identical strangers questions

three identical strangers questions have captivated audiences ever since the
release of the documentary "Three Identical Strangers." This film explores
the astonishing true story of triplets separated at birth and reunited by
chance as young adults. The narrative raises profound questions about
identity, nature versus nurture, ethics in adoption, and the psychological
impact of separation. Many viewers are left pondering these complex issues
while seeking to understand the full scope of the story. This article delves
into the most pressing three identical strangers questions, addressing the
background, ethical dilemmas, psychological effects, and the broader
implications of the case. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
exploration of these topics to satisfy curious minds.
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The Background of the Three Identical Strangers
Story

The story of the three identical strangers begins in 1980 when Robert
Shafran, Edward Galland, and David Kellman discovered each other by chance in
New York City. Unbeknownst to them, they were identical triplets separated at
birth and adopted by different families. This extraordinary coincidence led
to worldwide media attention and a deeper investigation into their origins.
The triplets’ reunion sparked curiosity about the reasons behind their
separation and the institutions involved.

How Were the Triplets Separated?

The triplets were separated shortly after birth by the Louise Wise adoption
agency in New York. The agency deliberately placed them in different homes, a
practice that was later revealed to be part of a secret scientific study. The
study aimed to observe the effects of nature versus nurture by raising
identical siblings in completely different environments without informing the
adoptive families or the children themselves.



What Triggered Their Reunion?

Robert Shafran first encountered Edward Galland at Sullivan County Community
College, where classmates noticed their uncanny resemblance. Following this
discovery, David Kellman was contacted, and all three met shortly after.
Their reunion was covered extensively by the media, leading to public
fascination and scrutiny of the adoption agency’s practices.

Key Ethical Questions Raised by the Case

The separation and secret study of the triplets raise significant ethical
questions regarding adoption practices and human experimentation. These
ethical dilemmas remain central to discussions about the case, prompting
questions about consent, transparency, and the rights of adopted children and
families.

Was It Ethical to Separate Identical Siblings?

One of the most debated questions is whether it was morally justifiable to
separate the triplets. Critics argue that separating siblings, especially
identical ones, can cause lasting psychological harm. The practice violated
the rights of the children and adoptive families to make informed decisions.
Furthermore, it ignored the importance of familial bonds in child
development.

Did the Adoption Agency Breach Ethical Standards?

The Louise Wise agency’s decision to conduct a secret study without informing
any parties involved is widely condemned. The lack of informed consent for
the children and families involved violates fundamental ethical principles in
both adoption and scientific research. The agency’s actions have been
scrutinized for prioritizing research objectives over the well-being of the
children.

What Legal Issues Emerged From the Study?

Legal challenges centered on whether the agency violated laws regarding
adoption and medical ethics. Questions about liability and reparations arose,
although no conclusive legal actions resulted in major penalties. The case
highlighted deficiencies in regulation and oversight of adoption agencies at
the time.

Psychological and Emotional Impact on the
Triplets

The triplets’ experience of separation and reunion had profound psychological
and emotional effects. Their story illustrates how identity, attachment, and
mental health can be influenced by early life circumstances and separation



from biological siblings.

How Did Separation Affect Their Development?

Growing up separately, each brother developed in distinct environments, yet
they shared many similar behaviors and preferences, which fascinated
psychologists. However, the lack of knowledge about their siblings and
separation contributed to feelings of loss, confusion, and identity
struggles.

What Challenges Did They Face After Reuniting?

Reunion brought joy but also complex emotions, including anxiety and pressure
to connect. The triplets experienced difficulties reconciling their shared
genetics with their different upbringings. Additionally, the revelation of
the secret study added a layer of betrayal and mistrust towards the adoption
system and researchers.

Mental Health Consequences

Reports indicate that at least one brother faced severe mental health
challenges later in life. The psychological toll of the separation, coupled
with the public scrutiny, likely contributed to emotional distress. This
underscores the long-term impact such separations can have on adopted
children.

Nature Versus Nurture Debate Highlighted

The triplets’ story offers a unique real-world case study for the nature
versus nurture debate, a fundamental question in psychology and genetics.
Their similarities and differences have been analyzed to understand how
genetics and environment shape human behavior and identity.

What Similarities Did the Triplets Share?

Despite being raised apart, the triplets exhibited strikingly similar habits,
interests, and personality traits. These included shared mannerisms, food
preferences, and even identical smoking habits. Such similarities suggest a
strong genetic influence on behavior and personality.

What Differences Emerged Due to Environment?

While genetics played a notable role, environmental factors also shaped
distinct aspects of each brother’s life. Differences in family culture,
socioeconomic status, and education contributed to variations in worldview,
social skills, and emotional development. This illustrates how nurture
influences individual growth alongside genetic predispositions.



How Has the Case Influenced Scientific Research?

The triplets’ case has prompted renewed interest in twin and sibling studies,
emphasizing the complexity of disentangling genetic and environmental
factors. It has encouraged more ethical standards and transparency in such
research, highlighting the significance of consent and the welfare of
participants.

Legal and Social Implications of the Triplets'
Separation

The revelations from the triplets’ story have had lasting legal and social
consequences, prompting reforms in adoption policies and raising awareness
about the rights of adopted children and families.

Changes in Adoption Practices

Following public outcry, adoption agencies have adopted stricter guidelines
emphasizing transparency and ethical responsibility. Policies now often
require full disclosure to adoptive families and prohibit separating siblings
without compelling reasons. These changes aim to prevent similar cases in the
future.

Impact on Adoption Law and Oversight

Legislators and regulatory bodies have examined adoption agency practices,
leading to increased oversight and accountability. Laws have been updated to
protect the rights of adoptees and their families, ensuring ethical standards
are maintained throughout the adoption process.

Social Awareness and Advocacy

The triplets’ story has raised public awareness about adoption complexities,
including the importance of sibling relationships. Advocacy groups have used
the case to promote support services for adoptees and to campaign against
unethical adoption practices.

e Emphasis on informed consent in adoption and research
e Support programs for adoptees dealing with identity issues

e Educational efforts about the psychological effects of separation



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the documentary 'Three
Identical Strangers'?

The documentary 'Three Identical Strangers' follows the story of triplets who
were separated at birth and adopted by different families, only to
accidentally discover each other as adults.

Why were the triplets separated at birth in 'Three
Identical Strangers'?

The triplets were separated intentionally as part of a secret scientific
study conducted by psychiatrists to observe the effects of different
environments on genetically identical siblings.

How did the triplets in 'Three Identical Strangers'
find out about each other?

They discovered each other by coincidence when one of the brothers was
mistaken for the other, leading to a reunion and the revelation of their
shared identity.

What ethical issues does 'Three Identical Strangers'
raise?

The documentary raises ethical questions about the morality of separating
siblings for research without consent and the psychological impact on the
children involved.

Who directed the documentary 'Three Identical
Strangers'?

'Three Identical Strangers' was directed by Tim Wardle.

What impact did the reunion have on the triplets in
'Three Identical Strangers'?

The reunion was emotionally overwhelming, bringing joy but also uncovering
the trauma of their separation and the consequences of the study on their
lives.

What was the outcome of the study behind the



triplets' separation in 'Three Identical Strangers'?

The study was never fully disclosed publicly and was criticized for its
unethical nature; it eventually led to debates about the ethics of
psychological research involving children.

How was the public's reaction to the documentary
'Three Identical Strangers'?

The documentary was widely acclaimed, sparking discussions about ethics in
adoption and scientific research, and received several awards and
nominations.

Are the triplets from 'Three Identical Strangers'
still in contact?

As of the latest updates, the triplets have maintained contact, though their
relationships have been complex due to the emotional and psychological
effects of their separation and reunion.

Additional Resources

1. Identical Strangers: A Memoir of Twins Separated and Reunited

This memoir explores the emotional and psychological journey of triplets
separated at birth and reunited as adults. It delves into the ethical
questions surrounding adoption practices and the impact of nature versus
nurture. The book offers a personal perspective on identity, family, and the
complexities of human connection.

2. The Twinning Reaction: Nature, Nurture, and the Mystery of Separated
Siblings

This investigative work examines the scientific and social implications of
twins and triplets raised apart. It discusses the influence of genetics and
environment on personality and behavior, referencing notable cases of
separated siblings. The author draws on psychology, sociology, and genetics
to unravel the enduring debate of nature versus nurture.

3. Separated at Birth: The Hidden Truths of Adoption and Identity

Focusing on adoption policies and their long-term effects, this book uncovers
the stories of children adopted into different families without knowledge of
their siblings. It raises ethical questions about secrecy in adoption and the
search for identity. Through interviews and case studies, the author
highlights the struggles and triumphs of adoptees seeking connection.

4. The Nature of Twins: Genetics, Environment, and the Human Experience

This scientific yet accessible book investigates how genetics and environment
shape twins' lives. It covers twin studies that have contributed to
understanding intelligence, behavior, and health. The author also addresses



the emotional aspects of twin relationships, especially when twins are raised
apart.

5. Family Secrets: Adoption, Ethics, and the Quest for Truth

A probing look at the ethical dilemmas surrounding adoption secrecy and the
rights of adoptees to know their origins. This book analyzes legal frameworks
and personal stories that reveal the complexities of family secrets. It
challenges readers to consider the balance between privacy and the need for
identity.

6. Twins, Triplets, and the Science of Human Connection

This book explores the unique bond shared by multiples and the scientific
studies that illuminate their relationships. It covers psychological, social,
and biological perspectives on how multiples develop their identities
individually and as siblings. The narrative includes real-life stories that
demonstrate the power of human connection.

7. Adoption and Identity: Navigating the Search for Self

Focusing on adoptees’ journeys to understand their past and build their
identities, this book offers insight into the emotional challenges faced
during searches for biological family. It discusses the role of adoption
records, counseling, and support networks. The author provides guidance for
adoptees and families navigating these complex emotions.

8. The Ethics of Human Experimentation: Lessons from Twin Studies

This book critically examines the history and morality of scientific studies
involving twins, including controversial cases where siblings were
unknowingly part of research. It raises questions about consent, privacy, and
the consequences of such experiments on participants’ lives. The work
encourages reflection on ethical standards in research.

9. Reunited: The Psychological Impact of Siblings Separated at Birth

An exploration of the psychological effects experienced by siblings who
discover each other later in life. The book discusses identity formation,
attachment, and the challenges of building relationships after years apart.
Through clinical studies and personal narratives, it offers a comprehensive
look at reunion experiences.
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