
three identical strangers worksheet answers

three identical strangers worksheet answers provide essential insights and detailed explanations

related to the documentary "Three Identical Strangers." This article explores comprehensive responses

to typical worksheet questions, enhancing understanding of the film’s themes, characters, and ethical

issues. By delving into these worksheet answers, educators, students, and viewers can engage more

deeply with the narrative of separated triplets reunited by chance. The discussion includes background

information, analysis of psychological and sociological implications, and the broader ethical

controversies exposed by the story. This resource aims to clarify complex topics and guide meaningful

classroom discussions or individual reflections. Below is a structured overview of the main areas

covered in this article.

Overview of the Documentary

Key Themes and Concepts

Character Analysis and Psychological Impact

Ethical Issues and Controversies

Sample Worksheet Questions and Answers

Overview of the Documentary

The documentary "Three Identical Strangers" tells the extraordinary true story of triplets separated at

birth and reunited by chance as young adults. The film reveals the shocking details behind their



separation and adoption into different families without knowledge of their siblings. It also uncovers a

controversial scientific study that influenced the decision to separate the brothers for research

purposes. Understanding the documentary's background is crucial for answering worksheet questions

accurately, as it sets the stage for analyzing the complex emotional and ethical dimensions presented

in the film.

Background and Synopsis

The triplets—Robert Shafran, Edward Galland, and David Kellman—were born in 1961 and adopted by

three different families in New York. They accidentally discovered each other at age 19, leading to

widespread media attention. The documentary explores their reunion, the subsequent unraveling of

their childhood experiences, and the implications of the secret study conducted by psychiatrist Peter

Neubauer. This study aimed to investigate nature versus nurture by intentionally separating genetically

identical siblings.

Significance for Worksheet Answers

Understanding the documentary’s timeline and main events is essential for answering worksheet

questions that focus on plot comprehension, character development, and thematic exploration. The

overview provides context for analyzing why the triplets’ story resonates with audiences and highlights

ethical concerns in psychological research.

Key Themes and Concepts

The story of the three identical strangers raises numerous themes relevant to psychology, ethics, and

social science. Grasping these key themes is vital for crafting thorough three identical strangers



worksheet answers. These include the nature versus nurture debate, identity and individuality, the

impact of family and environment, and the moral implications of scientific experimentation on human

subjects.

Nature Versus Nurture

The documentary vividly illustrates the ongoing debate between genetic inheritance and environmental

influence on personality and behavior. Despite being raised separately, the triplets exhibited

remarkable similarities, suggesting strong genetic factors. However, their differences also emphasize

the role of upbringing and life experiences. Worksheet answers often require discussing examples from

the film that support both sides of this debate.

Identity and Individuality

The triplets’ journey explores questions about self-identity and how genetics and upbringing shape a

person’s sense of self. Their striking physical resemblance contrasts with their unique personalities

and life choices, providing a basis for discussing identity formation in worksheet responses.

Ethics in Scientific Research

An important theme in the film is the ethical dilemma surrounding the secret study that separated the

triplets. The documentary exposes the lack of informed consent and the psychological harm caused by

the experiment. Addressing these ethical concerns is a common focus in worksheet answers,

emphasizing the responsibilities of researchers toward human subjects.



Character Analysis and Psychological Impact

Analyzing the triplets’ personalities and the psychological effects of their separation and reunion is

another important aspect of three identical strangers worksheet answers. Each brother’s individual

traits and experiences provide insight into the complex interplay of genetic and environmental factors.

Profiles of the Triplets

Robert, Edward, and David each display distinct characteristics despite their identical genetics. Robert

was described as outgoing and confident, Edward as more introverted and cautious, and David as

humorous and rebellious. These differences highlight the influence of their unique family environments

and life circumstances.

Psychological Consequences of Separation

The triplets’ separation led to feelings of loss, confusion, and identity struggles. The sudden reunion

brought joy but also challenges, as they had to reconcile with the knowledge of their past and the

experiment conducted on them. Worksheet answers often explore these psychological dimensions,

including the long-term effects on mental health and relationships.

Impact of Reunion on Life Trajectories

The reunion altered the brothers' lives dramatically, affecting their personal relationships and self-

understanding. However, it also brought to light unresolved trauma and emotional difficulties.

Discussing these impacts is crucial for comprehensive worksheet responses.



Ethical Issues and Controversies

The ethical controversy surrounding the triplets’ separation and the subsequent study is central to the

documentary and, consequently, to worksheet answers. This section details the moral questions raised

and their implications for research ethics and adoption practices.

Informed Consent and Deception

The families and the triplets were unaware of the study’s existence, violating principles of informed

consent. This deception raises critical ethical concerns regarding respect for persons and transparency

in research.

Psychological Harm and Responsibility

The emotional distress caused by the separation and the lack of support after the reunion highlight the

researchers' disregard for the subjects’ well-being. Worksheet answers often address the

responsibilities of scientists to prevent harm and ensure care for participants.

Legal and Social Implications

The case sparked debates about adoption regulations, the rights of adoptees, and the oversight of

psychological experiments. These broader societal issues are relevant to worksheet discussions on the

consequences of unethical research.



Sample Worksheet Questions and Answers

Providing example questions and answers helps clarify expectations for three identical strangers

worksheet answers and supports effective learning.

Question: What was the main purpose of the study that separated the triplets?1.

Answer: The study aimed to explore the nature versus nurture debate by separating genetically

identical siblings to observe how different environments would affect their development.

Question: How did the triplets discover each other?2.

Answer: The triplets accidentally met at college when Robert Shafran was mistaken for Edward

Galland by a student, leading to the realization that they were identical triplets.

Question: Describe one ethical issue raised by the documentary.3.

Answer: One major ethical issue was the lack of informed consent, as the triplets and their

adoptive families were never told about the experiment separating the brothers for research

purposes.

Question: How did the triplets’ personalities compare despite their separation?4.

Answer: Although raised in different families, the triplets shared many personality traits and

habits, indicating a strong genetic influence, but each also had unique characteristics shaped by

their environments.

Question: What impact did the reunion have on the brothers’ lives?5.



Answer: The reunion provided emotional fulfillment but also brought psychological challenges,

including coping with their past and the implications of the secret study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme discussed in the 'Three Identical Strangers'

worksheet?

The main theme discussed is the ethical implications of nature versus nurture, focusing on the

separated triplets and the impact of their adoption study.

Who are the three brothers featured in the documentary 'Three

Identical Strangers'?

The three brothers are Edward Galland, David Kellman, and Robert Shafran, triplets separated at birth

and reunited later in life.

Why were the triplets separated according to the worksheet answers?

They were separated as part of a secret scientific study to observe the effects of different upbringing

environments on genetically identical siblings.

What ethical issues are highlighted in the worksheet regarding the

study of the triplets?

The worksheet highlights the lack of informed consent, deception, and psychological harm caused by

separating the triplets without their or their adoptive parents' knowledge.



How did the triplets react upon discovering each other?

They were initially amazed and excited, experiencing an immediate and strong bond due to their

identical appearance and shared traits.

What impact did the separation have on the triplets later in life?

The separation caused emotional and psychological challenges, including identity struggles and mental

health issues, as revealed in the documentary and worksheet discussions.

What role does the 'Three Identical Strangers' worksheet suggest

about the nature vs. nurture debate?

The worksheet suggests that both genetics and environment play crucial roles in shaping individuals,

as seen in similarities and differences among the triplets.

How can educators use the 'Three Identical Strangers' worksheet in

the classroom?

Educators can use the worksheet to facilitate discussions on ethics in research, psychology, family

dynamics, and the implications of scientific studies on human lives.

Additional Resources

1. Identical Strangers: The Extraordinary Story of the Jim Twins

This book delves into the fascinating case of the Jim twins, identical twins separated at birth and

reunited later in life. It explores themes of nature versus nurture and the profound impact of genetics

on personality and behavior. Readers gain insight into how separated twins can lead remarkably

similar lives despite different environments.

2. Three Identical Strangers: The Shocking True Story of Triplets Separated at Birth



Based on the documentary, this book reveals the emotional and ethical complexities surrounding

triplets who were separated as part of a secret scientific study. It explores their reunion, the

psychological effects of separation, and the dark motives behind the experiment. A gripping narrative

that questions the morality of scientific research on humans.

3. Twins and Human Behavior: A Guide for Parents and Professionals

This comprehensive guide examines the developmental, psychological, and social aspects of raising

twins or multiples. It includes case studies and research findings related to twin studies like those

discussed in "Three Identical Strangers." The book is a valuable resource for understanding the unique

challenges and joys of multiples.

4. The Nature-Nurture Debate: Insights from Twin Studies

Focusing on the ongoing debate between genetics and environment, this book reviews landmark twin

studies that have shaped our understanding of human behavior. It provides scientific context to stories

like those in "Three Identical Strangers," highlighting how separated twins contribute to this discussion.

Readers will appreciate the balanced analysis of heredity and experience.

5. Separated at Birth: The Psychological Impact of Adoption and Reunion

This title explores the emotional journeys of adopted individuals who discover biological siblings later in

life. Through personal stories and psychological research, it sheds light on identity, attachment, and

the complexities of reunion. The book resonates with themes found in the "Three Identical Strangers"

story.

6. Ethics in Human Experimentation: Historical Cases and Contemporary Issues

Covering a range of controversial human experiments, this book addresses ethical questions raised by

studies like the triplet separation in "Three Identical Strangers." It discusses informed consent, harm,

and the responsibilities of researchers. Essential reading for those interested in the moral dimensions

of scientific inquiry.

7. Family Secrets: The Hidden Stories Behind Adoption and Fostering

This book uncovers the often-hidden narratives within families affected by adoption and fostering,



including cases of secrecy and deception. It examines the psychological and social impact of these

secrets on individuals and family dynamics. The themes align closely with the revelations in "Three

Identical Strangers."

8. Genetics and Identity: Understanding Twin and Triplet Studies

An accessible introduction to how genetics influences identity, this book uses twin and triplet studies to

explain complex concepts in heredity and personality development. It offers readers a scientific

framework for stories like "Three Identical Strangers," emphasizing the interplay between genes and

environment.

9. The Psychology of Reunion: Coping with Separation and Connection

This book explores the emotional and psychological processes involved when separated siblings or

twins reunite after many years. It discusses grief, joy, identity reconstruction, and the challenges of

forming new relationships. The narrative complements the experiences depicted in "Three Identical

Strangers," providing deeper understanding of reunion dynamics.
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