tozer knowledge of the holy

tozer knowledge of the holy is a profound exploration into the attributes and
essence of God as presented by A.W. Tozer, a renowned Christian author and
pastor. This concept delves deep into understanding the divine nature beyond
superficial acquaintance, urging believers to seek a transformative awareness
of God's holiness. Tozer's writings emphasize the importance of a reverent
and intimate knowledge of God, which profoundly impacts Christian
spirituality and everyday living. This article thoroughly examines Tozer's
perspective on the knowledge of the holy, its theological foundations,
practical implications, and enduring influence in contemporary Christian
thought. Readers will gain insight into the spiritual depth Tozer advocates,
as well as the challenges and blessings of pursuing a true knowledge of the
divine holiness. The following sections will guide through Tozer’s biography,
his theological insights, practical applications, and the legacy of his
teachings on the knowledge of the holy.

e Understanding A.W. Tozer and His Influence

e The Concept of Holiness in Tozer’'s Theology

e The Nature of Divine Knowledge According to Tozer
e Practical Implications of Knowing the Holy

e The Enduring Legacy of Tozer’s Knowledge of the Holy

Understanding A.W. Tozer and His Influence

Aiden Wilson Tozer (1897-1963) was an influential American pastor, author,
and spiritual mentor whose works continue to resonate within evangelical
circles. Known for his passionate preaching and profound spiritual insights,
Tozer’s writings focus heavily on the attributes of God, especially His
holiness. His ministry was marked by a deep concern for genuine spirituality
and a call to authentic Christian living. Through books, sermons, and essays,
Tozer challenged believers to move beyond superficial faith toward a more
profound and transformative knowledge of God. Understanding Tozer’s
background and ministry helps contextualize his teachings on the knowledge of
the holy and why they remain relevant today.

Biographical Overview

Tozer was born in Pennsylvania and experienced a dramatic conversion to
Christianity in his youth. His pastoral career spanned several decades,



during which he served various congregations and wrote extensively. Despite
limited formal education, Tozer’'s theological acumen and spiritual depth
earned him widespread respect. His life was characterized by simplicity,
fervent prayer, and a relentless pursuit of God’s presence.

Impact on Christian Thought

Tozer’s influence extends beyond his immediate audience through his books,
notably The Knowledge of the Holy, which has become a classic in Christian
literature. His emphasis on God’s transcendence and immanence challenges
believers to reconsider their perceptions of God and spirituality. Tozer'’s
teachings have inspired pastors, theologians, and laypeople to seek a deeper,
more experiential faith.

The Concept of Holiness in Tozer’s Theology

Holiness is central to Tozer’s theology and serves as the cornerstone of his
understanding of God. For Tozer, holiness is not merely an attribute among
others but the defining characteristic of God’s nature. This section explores
how Tozer defines holiness and why he considers it essential for a true
knowledge of God.

Defining Holiness

Tozer describes holiness as God’s absolute purity, separateness, and moral
perfection. It encompasses God’s otherness—His complete distinction from
creation—and His perfect righteousness. Holiness demands reverence and awe,
as it reveals the infinite gap between the Creator and the created. Tozer
insists that understanding this attribute is foundational for any meaningful
relationship with God.

Holiness as God’s Central Attribute

According to Tozer, holiness is the attribute that informs all other aspects
of God’s character. It shapes God’'s justice, love, and sovereignty. Without
recognizing God’s holiness, believers risk misinterpreting His nature and
failing to grasp the gravity of sin and the necessity of redemption. Tozer’s
focus on holiness calls Christians to a higher and more reverent view of God.

The Nature of Divine Knowledge According to
Tozer

Tozer’'s concept of knowledge transcends mere intellectual understanding; it



involves experiential and spiritual awareness of God’s holiness. This section
discusses how Tozer differentiates between knowledge of God and knowledge of
the holy, and the implications of this distinction.

Intellectual Knowledge vs. Experiential Knowledge

Tozer critiques superficial knowledge of God that is confined to intellectual
assent or doctrinal familiarity. He argues that true knowledge of the holy
entails an encounter with God that transforms the heart and mind. This
experiential knowledge leads to awe, worship, and a life increasingly
conformed to God’'s holiness.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

Tozer emphasizes the Holy Spirit’s essential role in revealing God’s holiness
to believers. The Spirit illuminates Scripture and convicts individuals,
enabling a deeper apprehension of God'’s nature. Without the Spirit’s work,
knowledge of the holy remains distant and ineffective.

Practical Implications of Knowing the Holy

Tozer’'s teachings on the knowledge of the holy have significant practical
consequences for Christian living. This section explores how an authentic
knowledge of God’'s holiness influences personal spirituality, church life,
and ethical behavior.

Transformation of Character

Knowing the holy God leads to spiritual transformation marked by humility,
repentance, and holiness in the believer’s own life. Tozer stresses that such
knowledge produces a hunger for righteousness and a rejection of worldly
compromises.

Worship and Reverence

True knowledge of the holy fosters worship that is both reverent and joyful.
Tozer advocates for worship that acknowledges God’s greatness and holiness,
moving beyond casual or entertainment-driven expressions of faith.

Ethical Living

Recognizing God’s holiness also impacts ethical decisions and behavior.
Believers motivated by a deep knowledge of God’s nature strive to live with



integrity, justice, and love. Tozer links holiness with obedience and moral
responsibility.

Summary of Practical Outcomes

Personal spiritual renewal and growth

Heightened reverence in worship

Commitment to ethical and moral living

Increased sensitivity to sin and grace

e Greater dependence on the Holy Spirit

The Enduring Legacy of Tozer’'s Knowledge of the
Holy

The impact of Tozer’s Knowledge of the Holy extends well beyond his lifetime,
continuing to shape Christian theology and spirituality worldwide. This final
section examines the ongoing relevance and influence of his teachings.

Influence on Modern Christian Writers and Leaders

Many contemporary Christian authors and pastors cite Tozer’'s work as a
critical influence in their own understanding of God’s holiness. His emphasis
on reverence and depth challenges modern believers to move beyond superficial
faith practices.

Continuing Relevance in Contemporary Faith

In an age often characterized by casual or consumer-oriented spirituality,
Tozer’s call to serious contemplation of the holy God serves as a corrective.
His writings encourage believers to pursue a deeper, more authentic
relationship with God, grounded in awe and obedience.

Resources and Readings Inspired by Tozer

Tozer’s legacy endures through numerous publications, study groups, and
sermons that explore the knowledge of the holy. His works remain widely used
in theological education and devotional contexts, underscoring the timeless



nature of his message.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of A.W. Tozer's 'Knowledge of
the Holy'?

The main theme of 'Knowledge of the Holy' is exploring the attributes of God,
emphasizing the importance of truly knowing God's nature to deepen one's
faith and spiritual life.

How does Tozer describe God's holiness in 'Knowledge
of the Holy'?

Tozer describes God's holiness as His absolute purity, transcendence, and
moral perfection, setting Him apart from all creation and demanding reverence
from believers.

Why is 'Knowledge of the Holy' considered a classic
in Christian literature?

'Knowledge of the Holy' is considered a classic because it provides profound
insights into the character of God, encouraging readers to develop a deeper,
more reverent understanding of Him.

What attribute of God does Tozer emphasize as
foundational in 'Knowledge of the Holy'?

Tozer emphasizes God's infinity as a foundational attribute, highlighting
that God is limitless in power, knowledge, and presence.

How does Tozer suggest believers should apply the
knowledge of God's attributes in their lives?

Tozer suggests that understanding God's attributes should lead to worship,
awe, and a transformed life marked by holiness and obedience.

What role does 'Knowledge of the Holy' play in
Christian spiritual growth?

The book serves as a guide for spiritual growth by helping believers
comprehend God's nature, which fosters deeper trust, reverence, and
commitment in their walk with God.



Does Tozer address the mystery of God in 'Knowledge
of the Holy'?

Yes, Tozer acknowledges the mystery of God, affirming that while God's nature
can be known through His attributes, it ultimately transcends human
understanding.

How accessible is 'Knowledge of the Holy' for modern
readers?

'Knowledge of the Holy' is written in a poetic and contemplative style that
is accessible to thoughtful readers seeking a deeper theological and
spiritual understanding.

Can 'Knowledge of the Holy' be used for group Bible
study or personal reflection?

Yes, the book is suitable for both group Bible studies and personal
reflection, as it prompts deep discussion and meditation on the character of
God.

Additional Resources

1. The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer

This classic work explores the attributes of God, inviting readers to deepen
their understanding of His nature. Tozer emphasizes the importance of knowing
God not just intellectually but experientially. The book challenges believers
to seek a more intimate and reverent relationship with the Divine.

2. The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer

In this profound devotional, Tozer encourages readers to seek God
passionately and persistently. The book highlights the spiritual hunger that
drives true believers toward a closer walk with God. It combines biblical
insights with practical advice for growing in faith.

3. The Attributes of God by A.W. Pink

Similar in theme to Tozer'’s work, this book offers an in-depth examination of
God'’'s characteristics. Pink systematically presents divine attributes such as
omniscience, omnipotence, and holiness, providing scriptural support for
each. It is a valuable companion for readers wanting to expand their
theological knowledge.

4. Knowing God by J.I. Packer

A seminal Christian classic, this book delves into the nature and character
of God, much like Tozer’s writings. Packer combines theological depth with
accessibility, making complex doctrines understandable. It encourages
believers to cultivate a transformative relationship with God.



5. The Knowledge of the Holy: How to Know God by Name by Peter Toon

This book explores the significance of God’s names in Scripture and what they
reveal about His character. Toon helps readers appreciate the personal and
relational aspects of God’s identity. It serves as a practical guide for
deepening one’s knowledge of God through biblical names.

6. God’s Attributes by A.W. Tozer

A concise exploration of the divine qualities that define God, this booklet
distills Tozer'’s insights into a focused study. It invites readers to reflect
on attributes like sovereignty, love, and justice. The text encourages
spiritual growth through a deeper understanding of God’s nature.

7. The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul

Sproul’s powerful treatment of God’s holiness complements Tozer’'s themes by
emphasizing God’s purity and otherness. The book challenges believers to
grasp the seriousness of God’s moral perfection. It also explores how
understanding holiness impacts Christian life and worship.

8. The Knowledge of the Holy: A Devotional Study by Sinclair B. Ferguson

This devotional series takes readers through the key attributes of God with
daily reflections and Scripture readings. Ferguson’s clear and pastoral style
makes profound theological concepts approachable. It is designed to nurture a
deeper, daily awareness of God’s presence.

9. Knowing the Holy Spirit by Tony Evans

While focusing on the Holy Spirit, this book aligns with Tozer’s emphasis on
knowing God intimately. Evans explains the Spirit’s role in believers’ lives
and how to experience His guidance and power. It encourages readers to
cultivate a vibrant relationship with the third person of the Trinity.
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