
us a narrative history volume 2 since 1865

us a narrative history volume 2 since 1865 offers a detailed and engaging exploration of American history
from the end of the Civil War to contemporary times. This volume builds on the foundational knowledge
of the nation’s origins and development by focusing on the transformative events, social changes, and
political movements that have shaped the United States since 1865. Covering Reconstruction,
industrialization, world wars, civil rights, and modern political dynamics, this narrative history provides a
comprehensive overview aimed at students, educators, and history enthusiasts alike. The book is notable for
its clear chronological structure, insightful analysis, and inclusion of diverse perspectives that highlight the
complexity of American history. This article delves into the major themes and chapters of us a narrative
history volume 2 since 1865, shedding light on its significance and content framework. Below is a table of
contents outlining the main sections covered in this discussion.

Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Era

Industrialization and Economic Transformation

The United States in World Wars I and II

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change

The Cold War and American Foreign Policy

Contemporary America: Politics and Society since 1980

Reconstruction and the Post-Civil War Era
The period immediately following 1865 was critical in redefining the United States. us a narrative history
volume 2 since 1865 begins by examining the Reconstruction era, a time marked by efforts to rebuild the
South, integrate formerly enslaved African Americans into society, and redefine citizenship and rights.
This section highlights the political struggles between President Andrew Johnson, Radical Republicans,
and Southern states, as well as the passage of significant amendments such as the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments.

Political and Social Challenges
The Reconstruction period is characterized by intense political conflict and social upheaval. The narrative



details the establishment of the Freedmen’s Bureau, the rise of white supremacist groups like the Ku Klux
Klan, and the eventual end of Reconstruction with the Compromise of 1877. It also explores the impact on
African American communities and the beginning of the Jim Crow era.

Economic Adjustments
Post-war economic recovery is another focus, including changes in agriculture, the rise of sharecropping,
and efforts to diversify Southern economies. The volume analyzes how these economic shifts affected both
black and white populations and set the stage for future industrial growth.

Industrialization and Economic Transformation
This section covers the rapid industrialization of the United States from the late 19th century into the early
20th century. us a narrative history volume 2 since 1865 explores how technological advancements,
railroad expansion, and the growth of factories transformed the American economy and society. It provides
a detailed look at the rise of major industries such as steel, oil, and railroads, alongside the emergence of
powerful business magnates.

Labor Movements and Urbanization
The book discusses the consequences of industrial growth, including urbanization, poor working conditions,
and the rise of labor unions. Key events such as the Haymarket Riot, Pullman Strike, and the formation of
organizations like the American Federation of Labor are analyzed for their role in shaping labor rights.

Immigration and Social Change
Industrialization attracted millions of immigrants to the United States, profoundly influencing the social
fabric. The narrative examines immigration patterns, the challenges faced by newcomers, and the resulting
cultural diversity in American cities. It also addresses the nativist backlash and legislative responses such as
the Chinese Exclusion Act.

The United States in World Wars I and II
The volume provides comprehensive coverage of America’s involvement in the two world wars,
emphasizing political decisions, military strategies, and home front dynamics. It traces the gradual move
from isolationism to active engagement and details the profound effects these conflicts had on American
society and global standing.



World War I: Causes and Consequences
The narrative explains the complex causes leading to U.S. entry into World War I, including submarine
warfare and economic interests. It highlights the mobilization effort, the role of the American
Expeditionary Forces, and the postwar consequences such as the Treaty of Versailles and the League of
Nations debate.

World War II and the American Home Front
This subtopic covers the scope of World War II, from the attack on Pearl Harbor to victory in both Europe
and the Pacific. It also discusses domestic changes including the war economy, mobilization of women and
minorities, and the internment of Japanese Americans. The war’s aftermath and the emergence of the U.S.
as a global superpower are underscored.

The Civil Rights Movement and Social Change
The struggle for civil rights and equality is a central theme in us a narrative history volume 2 since 1865.
This section details the key events, figures, and legislation that defined the mid-20th century civil rights
movement. The narrative includes an examination of grassroots activism, landmark Supreme Court
decisions, and the broader push for social justice.

Key Figures and Milestones
Prominent leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X are discussed alongside
pivotal events like the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, and the Selma to
Montgomery marches. The volume emphasizes the multifaceted nature of the movement and its impact on
American society.

Legislative and Cultural Impact
The passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 are explored in depth,
illustrating the legal victories achieved through activism. Additionally, the section considers the cultural
shifts and continuing challenges related to race, gender, and equality.

The Cold War and American Foreign Policy
This section addresses the geopolitical tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union that
dominated the latter half of the 20th century. us a narrative history volume 2 since 1865 outlines the



origins, key events, and consequences of the Cold War, as well as its influence on American domestic and
international policy.

Major Conflicts and Diplomacy
The Korean War, Vietnam War, Cuban Missile Crisis, and détente are analyzed to provide insight into Cold
War confrontations. The narrative also explores the role of diplomacy, espionage, and nuclear arms
competitions in shaping global relations.

Domestic Implications
The Cold War era’s impact on American society includes McCarthyism, civil defense measures, and shifts
in cultural attitudes. The volume highlights how fear of communism influenced politics, education, and
civil liberties during this period.

Contemporary America: Politics and Society since 1980
Covering recent decades, this section reflects on the political, economic, and social developments that have
defined modern America. It discusses the end of the Cold War, technological advancements, changing
demographics, and evolving political landscapes.

Political Shifts and Challenges
The narrative examines presidencies from Reagan to the present, including major policies, partisan
realignments, and significant national debates such as healthcare, immigration, and economic reform.

Social and Cultural Trends
This subtopic addresses ongoing social issues, including movements for gender equality, LGBTQ+ rights,
and racial justice. It also considers the influence of globalization, the information age, and cultural diversity
on American identity.

Reconstruction and Post-Civil War political and social challenges

Industrial growth, labor movements, and immigration waves

U.S. military involvement in World Wars and global impact



Civil rights activism and transformative legal reforms

Cold War dynamics and their domestic effects

Modern political developments and social evolution

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since
1865'?
'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' focuses on the history of the United States from the end of
the Civil War in 1865 to the present, covering key political, social, economic, and cultural developments.

Who are the authors of 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865'?
The book is authored by George Brown Tindall and David E. Shi, both respected historians known for their
engaging narrative style.

What makes 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' different
from other US history textbooks?
This book is known for its narrative approach, making history accessible and engaging by telling the story
of the United States in a flowing, readable manner rather than just presenting facts and dates.

Does 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' cover civil rights
movements in detail?
Yes, the book provides an in-depth look at various civil rights movements, including African American
civil rights, women's rights, and other social justice movements from Reconstruction to modern times.

Is 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' suitable for college
students?
Yes, it is widely used in college-level American history courses due to its comprehensive coverage and
engaging narrative style.



How does 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' address
economic changes in the US post-1865?
The book covers major economic developments such as industrialization, the Great Depression, the rise of
consumer culture, and globalization, explaining their impacts on American society.

Are there updated editions of 'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since
1865'?
Yes, the book has multiple editions, with updates that include recent historical events and scholarship to
keep the content current.

Does the book include primary sources or is it purely narrative?
'US: A Narrative History Volume 2 Since 1865' primarily uses a narrative style but also incorporates
excerpts from primary sources to enrich the historical context.

What time period does Volume 2 of 'US: A Narrative History' cover?
Volume 2 covers the period from the end of the Civil War in 1865 through to contemporary times,
including the 20th and early 21st centuries.

How is the theme of American identity explored in 'US: A Narrative
History Volume 2 Since 1865'?
The book explores American identity through themes such as immigration, cultural diversity, political
changes, and social movements, illustrating how the US has evolved over time.

Additional Resources
1. A People's History of the United States: 1492 to Present
This book by Howard Zinn offers a narrative history from the perspective of marginalized groups, focusing
on the experiences of Native Americans, African Americans, laborers, and women. Volume two covers the
period since 1865, exploring Reconstruction, industrialization, and the civil rights movements. It challenges
traditional historical narratives by emphasizing social justice and grassroots activism.

2. The Story of America: Essays on Origins
Edited by Jill Lepore, this collection of essays delves into the origins and evolution of American democracy
and society. Volume two focuses on the post-Civil War era, highlighting political, social, and cultural
transformations. The essays provide a nuanced narrative that blends scholarly insight with accessible
storytelling.



3. Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929-1945
By David M. Kennedy, this Pulitzer Prize-winning book covers the critical period of the Great Depression
and World War II. It narrates the struggles and resilience of the American people during economic
hardship and global conflict. The work is praised for its comprehensive scope and vivid, engaging prose.

4. These Truths: A History of the United States
Jill Lepore’s sweeping narrative traces American history with a focus on democracy, rights, and power
since 1865. The book examines how ideals such as equality and freedom have been contested and redefined
through wars, political upheavals, and social movements. Lepore’s storytelling combines rigorous
scholarship with compelling narrative.

5. America: A Narrative History
By George Brown Tindall and David E. Shi, this textbook offers a detailed and well-organized narrative of
U.S. history. Volume two covers the post-Civil War era to the present, emphasizing political developments,
cultural changes, and economic growth. It is widely used in academic settings for its clarity and balanced
perspective.

6. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era
James M. McPherson’s Pulitzer Prize-winning work focuses on the Civil War and its aftermath, providing
a detailed narrative of the conflict’s causes, battles, and consequences. Although it centers primarily on the
war years, it also addresses Reconstruction and its long-term impacts. McPherson’s analysis is both scholarly
and accessible.

7. A Patriot's History of the United States: From Columbus's Great Discovery to the War on Terror
Authored by Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen, this book offers a conservative narrative of American
history, emphasizing patriotism and national achievements. Volume two covers the post-1865 period with a
focus on economic growth, military strength, and political developments. It is intended as a counterpoint to
more critical histories.

8. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877
Eric Foner provides an in-depth narrative of the Reconstruction era, highlighting the challenges and
failures of integrating formerly enslaved people into American society. The book explores political
struggles, social changes, and the lasting legacies of Reconstruction policies. Foner’s work is considered
definitive on this transformative period.

9. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789
While focusing primarily on the Revolutionary period, Robert Middlekauff’s narrative sets important
context for understanding the post-1865 era's foundational American principles. The book details the origins
of American democracy and constitutional development, which continue to influence the narrative history
in volume two. It is praised for its engaging and comprehensive storytelling.
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