west with giraffes discussion questions

west with giraffes discussion questions provide an essential framework for exploring the rich
themes, characters, and historical context of the novel "West with Giraffes" by Lynda Rutledge. This
article delves into a comprehensive set of discussion points designed to engage readers in a
thoughtful analysis of the story’s plot, its setting during the 1930s Great Depression era, and the
unique human-animal relationships portrayed. By addressing key themes such as courage,
perseverance, friendship, and the challenges of the journey, these questions foster a deeper
understanding of the novel’s narrative and character development. Additionally, the discussion
questions encourage reflection on the broader implications of conservation, animal welfare, and
cultural encounters during a significant period in history. This guide serves educators, book clubs,
and readers seeking to enhance their experience and critical appreciation of "West with Giraffes."
Below is a clear outline of the major topics covered in this article.

e Understanding the Historical and Cultural Context
e Exploring Main Characters and Their Development
¢ Analyzing Key Themes and Motifs

e Examining the Human-Animal Relationship

e Engaging with Plot and Narrative Structure

¢ Reflecting on Moral and Ethical Questions

¢ Additional Discussion Activities and Questions

Understanding the Historical and Cultural Context

One of the vital aspects of west with giraffes discussion questions involves situating the novel within
its historical and cultural backdrop. The story unfolds during the Great Depression, a time of
economic hardship and social change in America. Understanding this era helps readers appreciate
the challenges faced by the characters and the significance of their journey. Furthermore, the novel
touches upon early 20th-century attitudes toward wildlife conservation and international animal
trade, which enrich the narrative with authentic period details.

The Great Depression Setting

The Great Depression greatly influences the characters' motivations and circumstances. Discussion
questions in this area prompt readers to consider how economic hardship shapes the characters'
decisions, their resilience, and the societal pressures they encounter during the journey westward.



Wildlife Conservation and Animal Trade

West with Giraffes introduces readers to historical practices in animal capture and relocation.
Exploring these aspects encourages conversations about changing human perspectives on wildlife
conservation and ethical treatment of animals over time.

Exploring Main Characters and Their Development

Character analysis is a cornerstone of west with giraffes discussion questions. The novel presents
richly developed individuals whose interactions with each other and the giraffes reveal complexities
of human nature, leadership, and friendship. Questions focus on character motivations,
transformations, and relationships to deepen comprehension and empathy.

Jack Robinson’s Leadership and Growth

Jack Robinson, the protagonist, undergoes significant character growth throughout the novel.
Discussion prompts often explore his leadership qualities, personal challenges, and the evolution of
his worldview as he undertakes the arduous journey.

Decades and the Giraffes

The relationship between Jack and the giraffes, particularly Decades and Miss Fanny, is central to
the story. Questions here examine how these bonds impact Jack’s development and symbolize
broader themes of trust and companionship.

Analyzing Key Themes and Motifs

West with giraffes discussion questions often encourage readers to identify and analyze the novel’s
major themes and recurring motifs. These include courage, perseverance, friendship, and the
intersection of human and animal worlds. Understanding these elements enhances appreciation of
the narrative’s depth and moral lessons.

Courage and Perseverance in Adversity

The journey westward is fraught with obstacles, testing the characters’ bravery and determination.
Questions emphasize how these traits are portrayed and their significance within the historical
context of the story.

Friendship and Trust

The novel highlights the importance of trust and friendship, not only among humans but also
between humans and animals. Exploring this theme prompts meaningful discussions about empathy
and connection across species.



Examining the Human-Animal Relationship

A distinctive feature of "West with Giraffes" is its portrayal of the unique relationship between
humans and giraffes. Discussion questions in this section focus on how the novel depicts animal
behavior, communication, and the ethical responsibilities humans hold toward animals.

Communication and Understanding

Readers are invited to analyze how characters interpret and respond to the giraffes’ behavior,
exploring themes of nonverbal communication and mutual respect.

Ethical Considerations in Animal Handling

The novel raises questions about the morality of capturing and transporting wild animals, providing
a platform for discussions about conservation ethics and human impact on wildlife.

Engaging with Plot and Narrative Structure

West with giraffes discussion questions also target the novel’s plot construction and narrative
techniques. Understanding the pacing, conflict resolution, and storytelling style enhances readers’
ability to critically engage with the text.

Journey as Central Narrative Device

The expedition itself serves as the backbone of the story. Discussions focus on how the journey
shapes character development and thematic exploration.

Conflict and Resolution

Identifying the main conflicts, both external and internal, and their resolutions help readers grasp
the novel’s dramatic arc and underlying messages.

Reflecting on Moral and Ethical Questions

A significant component of west with giraffes discussion questions centers around the moral
dilemmas presented in the story. These questions encourage readers to reflect on ethical issues
related to animal treatment, cultural differences, and personal responsibility.

Human Impact on Nature

Discussion prompts address the consequences of human actions on wildlife and ecosystems,



fostering critical thinking about environmental stewardship.

Cultural Sensitivity and Understanding

The novel’s depiction of cultural encounters during the journey raises questions about respect,
prejudice, and the importance of open-mindedness.

Additional Discussion Activities and Questions

To further enrich the reading experience, supplementary activities and open-ended questions based
on west with giraffes discussion questions can be employed. These encourage creative thinking and
deeper analysis.

¢ Role-play exercises to explore character perspectives

e Comparative analysis of historical events and the novel’s plot

e Research assignments on giraffe biology and conservation efforts
e Group debates on the ethics of animal relocation

e Journaling prompts reflecting on personal growth themes

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the central themes explored in ‘West with Giraffes'
by Lynda Rutledge?

The central themes include adventure, friendship, racial tension, and the human-animal connection,
as well as courage and empathy during challenging times.

How does the journey to transport giraffes from Africa to
America serve as a metaphor in the novel?

The journey symbolizes personal growth, overcoming obstacles, and the bridging of cultural and
racial divides, reflecting the characters' internal and external challenges.

In what ways do the characters of Wade and Sam represent
different aspects of 1930s America?

Wade represents the privileged Southern white man with ingrained racial biases, while Sam



embodies the African American experience marked by resilience and dignity amidst racism,
highlighting societal contrasts.

How does Lynda Rutledge use the setting to enhance the
narrative in "West with Giraffes'?

The varied settings—from the African savannah to the American South during the Great
Depression—provide a backdrop that emphasizes themes of displacement, survival, and cultural
clash.

What role do the giraffes play beyond being animals in the
story?

The giraffes symbolize innocence, wonder, and the possibility of unity; they also act as catalysts for
change and understanding between the human characters.

How does the novel address issues of racial inequality and
segregation?

Through Wade and Sam's evolving relationship and interactions with others, the novel confronts
racial prejudices and highlights moments of empathy and humanity amid systemic racism.

What significance does the historical context of the 1930s
have on the story's events and characters?

The 1930s setting reflects economic hardship, social tensions, and racial segregation, shaping the
characters' motivations, challenges, and the overall tone of the narrative.

How is the theme of friendship developed throughout the
novel?

Friendship develops gradually between Wade and Sam, overcoming societal barriers and personal
biases, illustrating the transformative power of understanding and trust.

What challenges do the characters face in transporting the
giraffes, and how do these challenges reflect larger life
struggles?

They face logistical, environmental, and social challenges that mirror broader themes of
perseverance, adaptability, and confronting prejudice.

How might "West with Giraffes' inspire discussions about
conservation and human responsibility towards animals?

The novel encourages readers to reflect on the ethical treatment of animals, the impact of human



actions on wildlife, and the importance of compassion and stewardship.

Additional Resources

1. West with Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge

This historical novel is based on the true story of two men who transported giraffes from Africa to
the United States in the 1930s. It explores themes of friendship, courage, and the human-animal
bond during the Great Depression. The narrative also delves into issues of racial tension and
resilience in a changing America.

2. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens

Set in the marshlands of the southern United States, this novel combines a coming-of-age story with
a mystery. It highlights the relationship between humans and nature, much like the bond portrayed
in West with Giraffes. The story also explores isolation, survival, and the impact of prejudice.

3. The Elephant Whisperer by Lawrence Anthony

This memoir recounts the author’s experiences with a herd of wild elephants in South Africa. It
offers insights into animal behavior and conservation efforts, paralleling the care and respect for
wildlife seen in West with Giraffes. The book also addresses themes of empathy and environmental
stewardship.

4. Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann

This nonfiction work investigates the murder of Osage tribe members in 1920s Oklahoma, revealing
dark aspects of American history. It complements the exploration of racial and social issues present
in West with Giraffes. The book also discusses justice, greed, and the exploitation of marginalized
groups.

5. Born Free by Joy Adamson

The true story of Elsa the lioness and her rehabilitation into the wild, this book celebrates the
human-animal connection. Like West with Giraffes, it emphasizes compassion and the challenges of
wildlife conservation. It also inspires readers to consider humanity’s role in protecting endangered
species.

6. The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

Set in the American South during the 1960s, this novel explores themes of family, race, and healing.
The story’s focus on personal growth and overcoming adversity resonates with the journey in West
with Giraffes. It also highlights the importance of community and understanding.

7. Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer

This nonfiction book follows the life of Christopher McCandless, who ventured into the Alaskan
wilderness seeking meaning and freedom. It shares themes of adventure, risk, and a deep
connection to nature found in West with Giraffes. The narrative invites reflection on the human
desire for exploration and purpose.

8. A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park

Based on a true story, this novel tells of two Sudanese children’s struggles for survival amid conflict
and scarcity. It parallels the resilience and hope seen in West with Giraffes. The book also raises
awareness about global issues such as access to clean water and the impact of war on everyday
lives.



9. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Set in Nazi Germany, this novel explores the power of words and human kindness in dark times. It
complements West with Giraffes through its themes of courage, friendship, and overcoming
prejudice. The story encourages discussions about morality, history, and the impact of individual
actions.
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