
what is the gospel by greg gilbert
what is the gospel by greg gilbert is a question that has gained significant attention among
Christians and theological scholars alike. Greg Gilbert, a respected pastor and author, provides a
clear, concise, and biblically grounded explanation of the gospel that helps believers understand the
core message of Christianity. This article explores Gilbert’s interpretation of the gospel, unpacking
its essential components and theological significance. The discussion covers the definition of the
gospel according to Gilbert, the biblical foundations he emphasizes, and how this understanding
impacts Christian life and faith. Readers will also find insights into common misconceptions and
practical applications of the gospel message. The comprehensive analysis aims to offer a thorough
understanding of what the gospel means from Greg Gilbert’s perspective.
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Definition of the Gospel by Greg Gilbert
Greg Gilbert defines the gospel as the good news about Jesus Christ, highlighting its central role in
Christian faith and salvation. According to Gilbert, the gospel is not merely an abstract concept or a
set of moral teachings; rather, it is the announcement of what God has accomplished through the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. He stresses that the gospel is the foundation upon which the
entire Christian belief system stands, making it essential for every believer to understand this
message clearly. Gilbert’s definition emphasizes the gospel as an invitation to trust in Jesus for
forgiveness and eternal life.

The Gospel as Good News
Gilbert explains that the word “gospel” literally means “good news,” which reflects the joyful
proclamation of God’s plan of salvation. This news is good because it addresses the problem of sin
and separation from God, offering reconciliation and hope through Jesus Christ. The gospel is not
about human effort but about God’s grace extended to sinners.

The Centrality of Jesus Christ
At the heart of Gilbert’s gospel definition is Jesus Christ. He identifies Jesus as the one who fulfills
Old Testament promises, perfectly obeys God’s law, dies as a substitute for sinners, and rises again,



conquering death. This Christ-centered focus distinguishes the gospel from other religious messages
and underscores the uniqueness of Christianity.

The Biblical Foundations of the Gospel
Greg Gilbert grounds his explanation of the gospel firmly in Scripture, drawing from both the Old
and New Testaments. He highlights how the Bible consistently points to Jesus as the fulfillment of
God’s redemptive plan, revealing the nature of sin, judgment, and grace. Gilbert’s approach includes
a careful examination of key biblical passages that articulate the gospel message, ensuring that his
presentation remains faithful to the biblical text.

Old Testament Promises
The gospel is deeply rooted in the promises and prophecies of the Old Testament. Gilbert notes that
many Old Testament scriptures anticipate a Messiah who would save God’s people. These include
prophecies about a suffering servant, a righteous king, and a new covenant. Understanding these
promises helps believers appreciate the continuity between the Old and New Testaments.

New Testament Fulfillment
In the New Testament, the gospel is revealed in the life and work of Jesus Christ. Gilbert references
passages such as Romans 1:16, 1 Corinthians 15, and John’s Gospel to illustrate how the apostles
proclaimed the good news. These texts emphasize Jesus’ death as a sacrifice for sin and His
resurrection as proof of victory over death.

The Four Key Elements of the Gospel Message
Greg Gilbert outlines four essential components that comprise the gospel message. These elements
provide a framework for understanding what the gospel entails and communicating it effectively.
Each element addresses a specific aspect of the gospel’s truth and its implications for humanity.

Creation: God created the world and humans in perfect relationship with Him.1.

Fall: Sin entered the world through human disobedience, causing separation from God.2.

Redemption: Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection provide the means to restore this3.
broken relationship.

Restoration: God’s promise to renew all things and bring eternal life to those who trust in4.
Jesus.



Creation
The gospel begins with the truth that God created everything good, including humanity. Gilbert
stresses that this original design shows God’s intention for a perfect relationship with His creation,
which sets the stage for understanding the problem of sin and the need for salvation.

Fall
Sin disrupted God’s perfect creation, leading to spiritual death and separation from God. Gilbert
emphasizes that this brokenness affects all people, making the gospel universally necessary. The fall
explains why humanity cannot restore itself and why divine intervention is required.

Redemption
Central to the gospel is the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Gilbert highlights that Jesus lived a
sinless life, died in place of sinners, and rose again, defeating death. This act of redemption offers
forgiveness and reconciliation to all who believe.

Restoration
The gospel includes the promise that God will ultimately restore all things. Gilbert points out that
believers look forward to eternal life and the renewal of creation, affirming the hope that sustains
Christians amid present challenges.

Common Misconceptions about the Gospel
Greg Gilbert addresses several misunderstandings about the gospel that can lead to confusion or
misrepresentation. Clarifying these misconceptions is crucial for accurate teaching and personal
faith.

The Gospel is Not Just Morality
One common error is reducing the gospel to a moral code or lifestyle improvement. Gilbert insists
that the gospel is primarily about what God has done, not what humans must do. While the gospel
leads to transformed living, it is first and foremost a message of grace and salvation.

The Gospel is Not Self-Help
Gilbert also warns against viewing the gospel as a self-help tool for personal success or happiness.
The gospel confronts the problem of sin and offers eternal life, which transcends earthly
circumstances and self-improvement strategies.



The Gospel is Not Multiple Gospels
Another misconception is the idea that there are many gospels or ways to salvation. Gilbert
emphasizes the biblical teaching that there is only one gospel centered on Jesus Christ. Adding or
subtracting from this message distorts the truth and undermines the faith.

Application of the Gospel in Christian Life
Understanding what is the gospel by Greg Gilbert is not merely an academic exercise but has
practical implications for how Christians live and relate to God and others. Gilbert outlines key ways
the gospel shapes daily faith and practice.

Faith and Repentance
Gilbert stresses that responding to the gospel requires faith in Jesus and repentance from sin. This
response is the starting point of the Christian life and the means by which individuals receive
forgiveness and new life.

Transformation and Sanctification
The gospel initiates a lifelong process of transformation. Gilbert explains that believers are called to
live in a way that reflects the grace they have received, growing in holiness and obedience as a
response to God’s love.

Mission and Witness
The gospel also compels Christians to share the good news with others. Gilbert highlights the
importance of evangelism and discipleship as natural outcomes of embracing the gospel message,
fulfilling the Great Commission.

Embracing the gospel leads to assurance of salvation.

The gospel provides hope in suffering and trials.

Christian identity is rooted in the gospel message.

The gospel fosters unity within the church body.

Daily life is guided by gospel-centered values and ethics.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'What Is the Gospel?' by Greg
Gilbert?
'What Is the Gospel?' by Greg Gilbert focuses on explaining the core message of the Christian
gospel, emphasizing the good news of Jesus Christ's life, death, and resurrection for the forgiveness
of sins and eternal life.

Who is Greg Gilbert, the author of 'What Is the Gospel?'?
Greg Gilbert was a pastor, author, and theologian known for his clear and accessible writing on
Christian theology, particularly on the gospel message.

How does Greg Gilbert define the gospel in his book 'What Is
the Gospel?'?
Greg Gilbert defines the gospel as the message that God is both just and loving, sending Jesus to die
for sinners so that those who trust in Him receive forgiveness and new life.

Why is 'What Is the Gospel?' by Greg Gilbert considered
relevant today?
The book remains relevant because it offers a concise, biblically grounded explanation of the gospel
that addresses common misunderstandings and helps believers and seekers grasp Christianity's
central message.

Does 'What Is the Gospel?' by Greg Gilbert include practical
applications?
Yes, the book not only explains the gospel but also encourages readers to respond in faith,
repentance, and obedience, highlighting how the gospel transforms everyday life.

Is 'What Is the Gospel?' suitable for new Christians or
seekers?
Absolutely. Greg Gilbert wrote the book in a straightforward and accessible style, making it an
excellent resource for those new to Christianity or exploring the faith.

How long is 'What Is the Gospel?' by Greg Gilbert?
The book is relatively short, typically around 100 pages, making it a quick yet thorough read on the
essential message of Christianity.



What impact has 'What Is the Gospel?' had on Christian
readers?
'What Is the Gospel?' has been widely praised for clarifying the gospel message, strengthening
believers' faith, and equipping Christians to share their faith more effectively.

Additional Resources
1. The Gospel According to Jesus: What Is Authentic Faith? by John F. MacArthur
This book explores the true meaning of the gospel as taught by Jesus Christ, emphasizing the
importance of repentance and faith. MacArthur challenges popular misconceptions about grace and
salvation, urging readers to understand the demands of authentic Christian faith. It provides a clear,
biblical foundation for understanding the gospel message.

2. What Is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert
Written by the same author, this concise book offers a clear and accessible explanation of the gospel
message. Gilbert breaks down the core elements of the good news about Jesus Christ and its
significance for everyday life. It's an excellent resource for both new believers and those wanting to
deepen their understanding of Christianity.

3. The Prodigal God: Recovering the Heart of the Christian Faith by Timothy Keller
Keller reexamines the parable of the prodigal son to reveal the deeper message of the gospel. He
shows how both the wayward son and the self-righteous older brother need God's grace. This book
invites readers to grasp the radical nature of God's love and forgiveness.

4. Simply Good News: Why the Gospel Is News and What Makes It Good by N. T. Wright
N. T. Wright presents the gospel as the good news of God’s kingdom breaking into the world
through Jesus Christ. This book clarifies common misunderstandings about the gospel and highlights
its implications for personal and social transformation. Wright’s writing is both scholarly and
accessible.

5. The Cross of Christ by John Stott
A classic work that focuses on the significance of Jesus' death on the cross. Stott explains how the
cross is central to understanding the gospel message and God’s love for humanity. This book is a
profound meditation on the atonement and its implications for believers.

6. Gospel: Recovering the Power That Made Christianity Revolutionary by J. D. Greear
Greear challenges readers to rediscover the power of the gospel in their lives and churches. He
emphasizes that the gospel is not just a message to be believed but a power to transform. The book
encourages a vibrant, mission-focused faith rooted in the good news of Jesus.

7. Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City by Timothy Keller
While focused on church ministry, this book deeply integrates the gospel into every aspect of
Christian life and outreach. Keller explains how gospel-centered theology shapes effective ministry
and community engagement. It’s a valuable resource for pastors and lay leaders alike.

8. Finally Alive: What Happens When We Are Born Again by Mark Batterson
Batterson explains the gospel through the lens of new birth, exploring what it means to be spiritually
alive in Christ. This book offers practical insights into living out the gospel daily and experiencing



transformation. It is an encouraging read for those seeking to understand the implications of
salvation.

9. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by Timothy Keller
Keller addresses common doubts about Christianity and presents the gospel as a compelling answer
to life's biggest questions. The book combines apologetics with gospel-centered theology to help
readers understand and communicate the faith. It’s ideal for skeptics and believers wanting to
strengthen their understanding.
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