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what was harriet tubmans greatest achievement dbq answer key is a question that invites an

exploration of the life and legacy of Harriet Tubman, one of the most renowned figures in American

history. Tubman’s contributions to the abolition of slavery, her courageous leadership in the

Underground Railroad, and her service during the Civil War are often subjects of academic inquiry,

especially in Document-Based Questions (DBQs). This article will provide a comprehensive overview of

Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievements, focusing on key aspects such as her role as a conductor on

the Underground Railroad, her military involvement, and her lasting impact on civil rights. By analyzing

historical evidence and contextualizing her actions, this discussion aims to offer a clear and well-

supported answer key for students and educators alike. The content will also delve into the challenges

she faced, her strategic skills, and how her efforts contributed to the broader abolitionist movement.

The goal is to illuminate what made Harriet Tubman a pivotal figure in history and to clarify why her

greatest achievement remains a subject of study today. Below is an outline of the main sections

covered in this article.

Harriet Tubman’s Early Life and Background

The Underground Railroad and Tubman’s Role as a Conductor

Military Contributions During the Civil War

Post-War Activism and Legacy

Summary of Harriet Tubman’s Greatest Achievement



Harriet Tubman’s Early Life and Background

Understanding Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement requires some insight into her early life and the

circumstances that shaped her determination and courage. Born into slavery around 1822 in Maryland,

Tubman experienced firsthand the brutal realities of enslavement. Her birth name was Araminta Ross,

but she later adopted the name Harriet Tubman after escaping slavery. Throughout her youth, she

endured harsh treatment, physical violence, and the constant threat of family separation. Despite these

hardships, Tubman developed a strong spirit and a profound desire for freedom, which fueled her later

actions.

Her early experiences with pain and injustice deeply influenced her lifelong commitment to abolition.

Tubman’s knowledge of the terrain in Maryland and her resilience were critical assets in her later

efforts to guide enslaved people to freedom. This background sets the foundation for understanding

the significance of her achievements in the context of 19th-century America.

The Underground Railroad and Tubman’s Role as a Conductor

Harriet Tubman’s most celebrated achievement is her leadership as a conductor on the Underground

Railroad, a secret network of safe houses and routes used to help enslaved African Americans escape

to free states and Canada. After escaping slavery herself in 1849, Tubman returned to the South

multiple times to lead others to freedom, risking capture and severe punishment each time.

Operations and Strategies

Tubman utilized a variety of strategies and techniques to evade slave catchers and navigate

dangerous territories. She often traveled at night, used disguises, and relied on coded messages and

signals to communicate with other conductors and safe house operators. Tubman’s intimate

knowledge of the land and her ability to inspire trust made her an exceptionally effective guide.



Impact and Scope

Over approximately a decade, Harriet Tubman is credited with personally rescuing around 70 enslaved

people, including family members and friends. Beyond direct rescues, her efforts inspired many others

in the abolitionist movement and helped to undermine the institution of slavery. Tubman’s work on the

Underground Railroad earned her the nickname "Moses," symbolizing her role as a liberator.

Led approximately 13 missions to rescue enslaved individuals

Helped around 70 people escape slavery

Utilized covert routes and safe houses

Operated under constant threat of capture and violence

Collaborated with abolitionists and sympathizers

Military Contributions During the Civil War

In addition to her work on the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman made significant contributions

during the American Civil War. She served as a nurse, cook, scout, and spy for the Union Army. Her

knowledge of Southern geography and her network of contacts were invaluable to Union military

efforts, particularly in gathering intelligence and supporting raids on Confederate territory.

Role as a Spy and Scout

Tubman’s intelligence work included leading a group of soldiers during the Combahee River Raid in

South Carolina in 1863. This operation resulted in the liberation of more than 700 enslaved people and



was a strategic success for the Union. Tubman’s active participation in military planning and execution

was groundbreaking, especially for an African American woman at that time.

Medical and Support Work

Beyond combat-related duties, Tubman provided essential medical care to wounded soldiers and

newly freed individuals. Her skills as a nurse helped improve the health and survival of many during

the war.

Post-War Activism and Legacy

After the Civil War, Harriet Tubman continued her advocacy for civil rights, women’s suffrage, and the

welfare of freed African Americans. She worked to establish schools and homes for the elderly and

impoverished, demonstrating a lifelong commitment to social justice and community support.

Efforts in Education and Social Welfare

Tubman’s work included fundraising and organizing to create resources for formerly enslaved people,

particularly in the South. Her dedication to these causes helped lay the groundwork for future civil

rights movements.

Recognition and Memorialization

Although Tubman faced significant challenges during her lifetime, including poverty and health issues,

her legacy has been honored in numerous ways. Statues, historical markers, and educational

programs commemorate her contributions. Her story remains a powerful symbol of courage, freedom,

and resilience.



Summary of Harriet Tubman’s Greatest Achievement

When addressing the question of what was harriet tubmans greatest achievement dbq answer key,

historians and educators often agree that her leadership in the Underground Railroad stands out as

her most significant accomplishment. This achievement encapsulates her bravery, strategic skills, and

unwavering commitment to freedom. Tubman’s ability to repeatedly risk her life to rescue others and

her success in guiding dozens to liberation highlight her extraordinary impact on American history.

Her military service further enhanced her legacy, demonstrating her versatility and dedication beyond

the abolitionist movement. Finally, her post-war activism ensured that her efforts contributed to lasting

social change. Together, these aspects form a comprehensive answer that recognizes Harriet Tubman

as a pivotal figure whose greatest achievement was her transformative role in ending slavery and

advancing human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Harriet Tubman's greatest achievement according to the

DBQ answer key?

Harriet Tubman's greatest achievement was leading hundreds of enslaved people to freedom through

the Underground Railroad.

How does the DBQ answer key describe Harriet Tubman's role in the

Underground Railroad?

The DBQ answer key describes Harriet Tubman as a courageous conductor who risked her life

multiple times to guide enslaved people to freedom.

Why is Harriet Tubman's work on the Underground Railroad considered



her greatest achievement?

Because she successfully freed many enslaved individuals and became a symbol of bravery and

resistance against slavery.

Did the DBQ answer key mention any other achievements of Harriet

Tubman besides the Underground Railroad?

Yes, it also highlights her work as a spy for the Union Army and her efforts in the women's suffrage

movement.

How many trips did Harriet Tubman make to rescue enslaved people,

as noted in the DBQ answer key?

She made approximately 13 trips back to the South to rescue around 70 enslaved people.

What qualities of Harriet Tubman does the DBQ answer key emphasize

in relation to her greatest achievement?

The DBQ emphasizes her bravery, determination, leadership, and selflessness.

According to the DBQ answer key, how did Harriet Tubman's

achievements impact American history?

Her achievements helped weaken the institution of slavery and inspired future civil rights movements.

Does the DBQ answer key discuss Harriet Tubman's involvement in the

Civil War?

Yes, it notes her role as a nurse, scout, and spy for the Union Army during the Civil War.



How is Harriet Tubman's greatest achievement linked to the broader

abolitionist movement in the DBQ?

Her work on the Underground Railroad directly contributed to the abolitionist cause by actively

undermining slavery.

What evidence does the DBQ answer key provide to support Harriet

Tubman's greatest achievement?

The key cites historical records of her rescue missions, testimonials from those she freed, and her

recognition as the 'Moses of her people.'

Additional Resources

1. Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom

This biography explores Harriet Tubman's courageous efforts in leading enslaved people to freedom

via the Underground Railroad. It details her early life, her role as a conductor, and the risks she faced.

The book also highlights her impact on the abolitionist movement and her legacy in American history.

2. Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero

This book delves into Harriet Tubman’s life, focusing on her greatest achievement of guiding enslaved

individuals to freedom. It combines historical facts with personal stories to illustrate her bravery and

dedication. The narrative also covers her work during the Civil War and her lifelong fight for justice.

3. Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad

A comprehensive look at how Harriet Tubman utilized the Underground Railroad to help hundreds

escape slavery. The book explains the network’s operations and Tubman’s strategic planning and

leadership. It is an insightful resource for understanding the significance of her contributions.

4. Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad



This detailed account focuses on Tubman’s role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad. It

highlights her determination, intelligence, and faith that enabled her to succeed despite immense

dangers. The book also addresses the broader historical context of slavery and abolition.

5. Step into Freedom: The Life of Harriet Tubman

Aimed at younger readers, this biography presents Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement in an

accessible way. It covers her escape from slavery and her multiple missions to rescue others. The

book emphasizes themes of courage, resilience, and hope.

6. Harriet Tubman’s Path to Freedom

This narrative focuses on the steps Tubman took to secure freedom for herself and others. It provides

a detailed timeline of her escapes and rescue missions, highlighting her strategic mind and unyielding

spirit. The book is rich with historical context about the era’s challenges.

7. Freedom’s Trailblazer: The Harriet Tubman Story

A passionate retelling of Harriet Tubman’s greatest achievement as a leader of the Underground

Railroad. It captures her heroic efforts, including her role in the Civil War and advocacy for women’s

suffrage. The book celebrates her enduring legacy as a symbol of freedom.

8. Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People

This title emphasizes Tubman’s nickname and her role as a liberator. It explores the biblical parallels

and her strategic genius in navigating dangerous territories. The book presents a vivid portrait of her

courage and the impact she made on American history.

9. Leading the Way: Harriet Tubman’s Fight for Freedom

This book highlights Tubman’s leadership qualities and her greatest achievement of freeing enslaved

people. It also covers her later years and continued activism for civil rights. Readers gain a full picture

of her contributions to social justice and equality.
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