WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK

WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK IS A COMPELLING AND POIGNANT GRAPHIC NOVEL THAT EXPLORES THEMES OF RESILIENCE,
FAMILY, AND HOPE THROUGH THE TRUE STORY OF TWO SOMALI BROTHERS LIVING IN A REFUGEE CAMP. CO-AUTHORED BY
\/ICTORIAJAMIESON AND OMAR MOHAMED, THIS BOOK OFFERS READERS AN INTIMATE LOOK AT THE CHALLENGES FACED BY
DISPLACED FAMILIES AND THE STRENGTH REQUIRED TO OVERCOME ADVERSITY. |T COMBINES VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS WITH
HEARTFELT NARRATIVE TO BRING TO LIFE THE EXPERIENCES OF OMAR AND HIS BROTHER, HASSAN/ AS THEY NAVIGATE LIFE IN THE
DADAARB REFUGEE CAMP IN KENYA. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE BACKGROUND, THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND RECEPTION OF THE
WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN CONTEMPORARY
LITERATURE. ADDITIONALLY/ THE ARTICLE WILL HIGHLIGHT KEY TAKEAWAYS AND ITS IMPACT ON READERS AND EDUCATORS
ALIKE.
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OVERVIEW OF WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BoOk

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK IS A GRAPHIC NOVEL THAT TELLS THE TRUE STORY OF TWO SOMALI BROTHERS, OMAR
AND HASSAN MOHAMED, WHO LIVE IN THE DADAAB REFUGEE CAMP IN KENYA. |T IS A DEEPLY MOVING NARRATIVE THAT SHEDS
LIGHT ON THE REALITIES OF DISPLACEMENT AND THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE. THROUGH A COMBINATION OF ENGAGING STORYTELLING
AND EXPRESSIVE ILLUSTRATIONS, THE BOOK PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE YET POWERFUL PORTRAYAL OF THE COMPLEXITIES FACED
BY REFUGEES, INCLUDING ISSUES SUCH AS FAMILY SEPARATION, DISABILITY, AND THE STRUGGLE FOR EDUCATION AND STABILITY.
THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK HAS BECOME AN IMPORTANT WORK FOR READERS INTERESTED IN SOCIAL JUSTICE, HUMAN
RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL AW ARENESS.

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL IS AIMED PRIMARILY AT MIDDLE-GRADE TO YOUNG ADULT READERS BUT HAS FOUND A WIDE AUDIENCE
AMONG ADULTS AS WELL. TS PURPOSE IS TO EDUCATE AND INSPIRE EMPATHY BY SHARING A PERSONAL STORY THAT HUMANIZES
THE REFUGEE CRISIS. THE ACCESSIBLE FORMAT MAKES IT SUITABLE FOR CLASSROOMS AND LIBRARIES, ENCOURAGING DISCUSSIONS
ABOUT DIFFICULT TOPICS IN AN APPROACHABLE WAY.

AUTHORS AND THEIR BACKGROUND

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK IS CO-AUTHORED BY \/ICTORIAJAMIESON/ AN AN ARD-WINNING GRAPHIC NOVELIST,
AND OMAR MOHAMED, WHOSE LIFE STORY FORMS THE BASIS OF THE NARRATIVE. THEIR COLLABORATION BRINGS TOGETHER
AUTHENTIC LIVED EXPERIENCE AND EXPERT STORYTELLING TO CREATE A COMPELLING \WORK.



VICTORIA JAMIESON

\/ICTORIAJAMIESON IS KNOWN FOR HER GRAPHIC NOVELS THAT OFTEN CENTER AROUND THEMES OF RESILIENCE AND PERSONAL
GROWTH. WITH A BACKGROUND IN ART EDUCATION AND A PASSION FOR VISUAL STORYTELLING, SHE BRINGS A UNIQUE
PERSPECTIVE TO THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK THROUGH HER VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS AND NARRATIVE STRUCTURING.

OMAR MOHAMED

OMAR MOHAMED IS A SOMALI REFUGEE WHO LIVED IN THE DADAAB REFUGEE CAMP FOR MOST OF HIS CHILDHOOD. HIS FIRSTHAND
EXPERIENCES PROVIDE THE FOUNDATION FOR THE STORY. OMAR’S INSIGHTS ENSURE THE NARRATIVE REMAINS AUTHENTIC AND
RESPECTFUL TO THE REALITIES FACED BY MANY REFUGEES \WORLDW!IDE.

PLoT SUMMARY AND SETTING

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK FOLLOWS THE LIVES OF OMAR AND HASSAN AS THEY NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGES OF
GROWING UP IN A REFUGEE CAMP. THE STORY IS SET PRIMARILY IN DADAAB/ ONE OF THE LARGEST REFUGEE CAMPS GLOBALLY,
LOCATED IN NORTHEASTERN KENYA. THE CAMP SERVES AS BOTH A PLACE OF SAFETY AND HARDSHIP FOR THOUSANDS OF
DISPLACED FAMILIES.

MAIN PLoT PoINTS

THE NARRATIVE CENTERS ON OMAR’S DETERMINATION TO CARE FOR HIS YOUNGER BROTHER HASSAN, WHO HAS A DISABILITY
AND CANNOT WALK INDEPENDENTLY. THEIR MOTHER IS ABSENT, AND OMAR TAKES ON THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ADVOCATING FOR
HASSAN’S MEDICAL AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS. THE STORY CHRONICLES THEIR DAILY STRUGGLES AND SMALL VICTORIES AS THEY
STRIVE FOR A BETTER FUTURE.

SETTING SIGNIFICANCE

DADAARB REFUGEE CAMP IS DEPICTED IN DETAIL, HIGHLIGHTING THE DIFFICULT LIVING CONDITIONS, SCARCITY OF RESOURCES, AND
THE RESILIENCE OF ITS INHABITANTS. THE SETTING IS NOT MERELY A BACKDROP BUT A VITAL ELEMENT THAT SHAPES THE
BROTHERS' EXPERIENCES AND DECISIONS THROUGHOUT THE BOOK.

THEMES AND MESSAGES

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK EXPLORES SEVERAL PROFOUND THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH READERS OF ALL AGES.
THESE THEMES ARE WOVEN INTRICATELY THROUGH THE NARRATIVE AND ILLUSTRATIONS, PROVIDING DEPTH AND INSIGHT INTO
THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE.

ResILIENCE AND HOPE

ONE OF THE CENTRAL MESSAGES IS THE RESILIENCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY. DESPITE THE HARDSHIPS OF
CAMP LIFE, OMAR AND HASSAN MAINTAIN HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE, DEMONSTRATING COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE.

FAMILY AND RESPONSIBILITY

THE BOND BETWEEN THE TWO BROTHERS HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY SUPPORT. OMAR’S SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY
TOWARD HASSAN UNDERSCORES THEMES OF SACRIFICE AND LOVE.



DisABILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

THE STORY ALSO SENSITIVELY ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES FACED BY INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES IN REFUGEE SETTINGS,
EMPHASIZING THE NEED FOR INCLUSIVE SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING.

EDUCATION AND EMPOWERMENT

EDUCATION IS PORTRAYED AS A CRUCIAL PATHWAY TO EMPOWERMENT AND CHANGE, WITH OMAR'S EFFORTS TO SECURE
SCHOOLING FOR HASSAN SYMBOLIZING THE BROADER STRUGGLE FOR OPPORTUNITY AND DIGNITY.

ILLUSTRATION STYLE AND FORMAT

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK IS A GRAPHIC NOVEL, COMBINING VISUAL ART WITH TEXT TO TELL ITS STORY. THE
ILLUSTRATIONS PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN CONVEYING EMOTION, SETTING, AND CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT.

ARTISTIC APPROACH

\/ICTORIAJAMIESONIS ARTWORK IS CHARACTERIZED BY CLEAN LINES, EXPRESSIVE CHARACTERS, AND THOUGHTFUL USE OF
COLOR AND SHADING. THE VISUAL STYLE BALANCES REALISM WITH ACCESSIBILITY, MAKING COMPLEX EMOTIONS AND
SITUATIONS UNDERSTANDABLE FOR YOUNGER READERS.

Use oF GRAPHIC NOVEL FORMAT

THE GRAPHIC NOVEL FORMAT ALLOWS FOR A DYNAMIC STORYTELLING EXPERIENCE, WHERE IMAGES COMPLEMENT TEXT TO
ENHANCE READER ENGAGEMENT. THIS FORMAT IS PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE FOR DEPICTING THE REFUGEE CAMP ENVIRONMENT AND
THE BROTHERS' INTERACTIONS.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND AWARDS

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK HAS RECEIVED WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM FROM CRITICS, EDUCATORS, AND READERS. IT HAS
BEEN PRAISED FOR ITS HONEST PORTRAYAL OF REFUGEE LIFE, ITS EMOTIONAL DEPTH, AND ITS EDUCATIONAL VALUE.

AWARDS AND HONORS

NEWBERY HONOR

CoRreTTA ScoTT KING AUTHOR HONOR

W ALTER AWARD

Bank STReeT BesT CHILDREN'S Book oF THE YEAR

THESE ACCOLADES HIGHLIGHT THE BOOK'S IMPACT AND SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE LITERARY COMMUNITY.



CriTICAL REVIEWS

REVIEWS OFTEN EMPHASIZE THE BOOK'S SUCCESS IN RAISING AW ARENESS ABOUT GLOBAL REFUGEE ISSUES WHILE MAINTAINING AN
ENGAGING AND HOPEFUL TONE. EDUCATORS HAVE NOTED ITS USEFULNESS AS A TEACHING TOOL FOR SOCIAL STUDIES AND
EMPATHY BUILDING.

EbucATiONAL V ALUE AND USAGE

THE WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED BOOK SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS, PROMOTING
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REFUGEE EXPERIENCES, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP.

CLASSROOM INTEGRATION

TEACHERS USE THE BOOK TO INTRODUCE STUDENTS TO THE HUMAN SIDE OF WORLD EVENTS, ENCOURAGING CRITICAL THINKING
AND EMPATHY. TS FORMAT AND CONTENT MAKE IT ACCESSIBLE FOR VARIOUS AGE GROUPS, PARTICULARLY MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
EARLY HIGH SCHOOL.

Discussion TorICS AND ACTIVITIES

® [UNDERSTANDING THE CHALLENGES OF DISPLACEMENT AND REFUGEE LIFE
® EXPLORING THEMES OF FAMILY, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESILIENCE

DISCUSSING DISABILITY RIGHTS AND INCLUSION

o CREATIVE PROJECTS INSPIRED BY THE GRAPHIC NOVEL FORMAT

THESE ACTIVITIES ENRICH STUDENTS’ LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND FOSTER A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE BOOK 'W/HEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' ABOUT?

"WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' IS A GRAPHIC NOVEL THAT TELLS THE STORY OF TWO SOMALI REFUGEE BROTHERS, OMAR AND
HASSAN/ LIVING IN A KENYAN REFUGEE CAMP, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR STRUGGLES, HOPES, AND RESILIENCE.

\W/HO ARE THE AUTHORS OF 'W/HEN STARS ARE SCATTERED'?

"WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' IS CO-AUTHORED BY VICTORIA JAMIESON AND OMAR MOHAMED.

Is “W/HEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' BASED ON A TRUE STORY?

YES, THE BOOK 1S BASED ON OMAR MOHAMED'S REAL-LIFE EXPERIENCES GROWING UP IN A REFUGEE CAMP IN KENYA.

WHAT AGE GROUP IS "\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' APPROPRIATE FOR?

THE BOOK IS SUITABLE FOR MIDDLE GRADE READERS, TYPICALLY AGES 10-1 4, BUT ITS THEMES RESONATE WITH READERS OF
ALL AGES.



WHAT THEMES ARE EXPLORED IN ‘\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED'?

THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES SUCH AS FAMILY, RESILIENCE, HOPE, DISABILITY, AND THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE.

HAs ‘“WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' RECEIVED ANY AWARDS?

YES/ "“WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' HAS RECEIVED CRITICAL ACCLAIM AND WON SEVERAL AWARDS, INCLUDING THE W ALTER
AwARD FOR GRAPHIC NOVEL.

\WHAT INSPIRED VICTORIA JAMIESON TO ILLUSTRATE ‘\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED'?

\/ICTORIAJAMIESON WAS INSPIRED BY OMAR MOHAMED’S STORY AND WANTED TO BRING HIS POWERFUL EXPERIENCES TO LIFE
THROUGH HER ILLUSTRATIONS.

\W/HERE IS THE SETTING OF '"WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED'?

THE STORY IS SET PRIMARILY IN THE DADAAB REFUGEE CAMP IN KENYA.

CAN "\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED' BE USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS?

YES/ THE BOOK IS OFTEN USED IN CLASSROOMS TO TEACH ABOUT REFUGEES, EMPATHY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, PROVIDING A
PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE ON GLOBAL ISSUES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INsipe OQUT AND BACK AGAIN

THIS NOVEL-IN-VERSE BY THANHHA LAl TELLS THE STORY OF HP] , A YOUNG GIRL WHO FLEES VIETNAM WITH HER FAMILY AFTER
THE WAR. THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF DISPLACEMENT, COURAGE, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY, MUCH LIKE “\W/HEN STARS ARE
ScATTERED.” HPP] ’S JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES OF ADAPTING TO A NEW LIFE WHILE HOLDING ONTO MEMORIES OF
HOME.

2. ALonGg WALk TO WATER

LINDA SUE PARK’S NOVEL IS BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF SALVA DUT, A SUDANESE LOST BOY WHO SURVIVES WAR AND
DISPLACEMENT. PARALLEL NARRATIVES FOLLOW A YOUNG GIRL NAMED NYA ILLUSTRATING THE STRUGGLE FOR WATER AND
SURVIVAL IN SOUTH SUDAN. LIk “\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED,” IT SHEDS LIGHT ON RESILIENCE AND HOPE AMID HARDSHIP.

3. ReFUGEE

\WRITTEN BY ALAN GRATZ, THIS NOVEL INTERTWINES THE STORIES OF THREE YOUNG REFUGEES FROM DIFFERENT TIME PERIODS
AND REGIONS: NAZI GERMANY, 1990s Cusa, AND 20 10s SYRIA. |T PRESENTS THE UNIVERSAL THEMES OF SURVIVAL, FAMILY,
AND THE SEARCH FOR SAFETY. THE BOOK OFFERS A POWERFUL PERSPECTIVE ON THE REFUGEE EXPERIENCE SIMILAR TO “\W/HEN
STARS ARE SCATTERED.”

4. THe Gire WHO SMILED BEADS

By CLEMANTINE W/ AMARIYA AND ELIZABETH WEIL, THIS MEMOIR RECOUNTS CLEMANTINE’S HARROWING ESCAPE FROM THE
RWANDAN GENOCIDE AND HER LIFE AS A REFUGEE. |T PROVIDES A DEEPLY PERSONAL INSIGHT INTO TRAUMA, DISPLACEMENT, AND
THE STRUGGLE TO REBUILD ONE’S IDENTITY. THE STORY COMPLEMENTS THE THEMES OF HOPE AND PERSEVERANCE FOUND IN
“\X/HEN STARS ARE SCATTERED.”

5. OuT oF THE DUST

KAREN HESSE’S NOVEL-IN-VERSE DEPICTS A YOUNG GIRL’S LIFE DURING THE DUST BowL IN THE 1930s AMERICAN MIDWEST.
THE STORY EXPLORES THEMES OF LOSS, SURVIVAL, AND HEALING IN THE FACE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND PERSONAL HARDSHIPS.
Like “\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED,” IT EMPHASIZES RESILIENCE IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.

6. HoMe oF THE BrAVE
KATHERINE APPLEGATE’S NOVEL TELLS THE STORY OF KEK, A SUDANESE REFUGEE ADJUSTING TO LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES



AFTER FLEEING CONFLICT. THROUGH KEK’S EYES, READERS EXPERIENCE THE CHALLENGES OF CULTURAL TRANSITION AND THE
STRENGTH NEEDED TO ADAPT. THE BOOK SHARES A SIMILAR FOCUS ON REFUGEE EXPERIENCES AS “\W/HEN STARS ARE
ScATTERED.”

7. EsPErANZA RISING

PAaM MUP] 0z RYAN’S HISTORICAL NOVEL FOLLOWS ESPERANZA, A YOUNG GIRL WHO MUST ADAPT TO A NEW LIFE OF HARDSHIP
AFTER LOSING HER FAMILY’S WEALTH IN MEXICO. THEMES OF HOPE, CHANGE, AND PERSEVERANCE RUN THROUGHOUT THE STORY.
THIS BOOK ALIGNS WITH “\WHEN STARS ARE SCATTERED” IN ITS PORTRAYAL OF OVERCOMING ADVERSITY.

8. INsipe OuT

By DEMI, THIS GRAPHIC NOVEL MEMOIR PORTRAYS THE AUTHOR’S EXPERIENCES GROWING UP AS A REFUGEE FROM CHINA. IT
COMBINES VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS WITH A HEARTFELT NARRATIVE ABOUT IDENTITY AND FINDING ONE’S PLACE IN A NEW COUNTRY.
THE BOOK’S FORMAT AND THEMES RESONATE WITH “W/HEN STARS ARE SCATTERED.”

9. THey Pourep Fire on Us From THE Sky

THIS MEMOIR BY BENJAMIN AJAk, BENSON DENG, AND ALEPHONSION DENG RECOUNTS THE AUTHORS’ EXPERIENCES AS LosT Bovs
OF SUDAN. |T OFFERS A RAW, FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF WAR, DISPLACEMENT, AND SURVIVAL. READERS OF “\W/HEN STARS ARE
SCATTERED” WILL FIND THIS BOOK A PROFOUND COMPANION IN UNDERSTANDING THE LOST BOYS” JOURNEY.
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