when the mob ran vegas

when the mob ran vegas it marked a transformative era in the history of Las Vegas, shaping the
city into a gambling and entertainment powerhouse. From the 1940s through the 1960s, organized
crime syndicates controlled many of the casinos and businesses, influencing everything from
construction to operations. This period saw the rise of infamous mob figures who invested heavily in
the city’s infrastructure, while simultaneously engaging in illegal activities behind the scenes. The
mob’s involvement brought both prosperity and notoriety, making Vegas a symbol of both glamour
and corruption. Understanding this era requires an exploration of the key players, their methods of
control, and the eventual decline of mob dominance. This article delves into the complex history of
when the mob ran Vegas, examining the social, economic, and political impacts of their reign. The
following sections will provide a detailed overview of this intriguing chapter in Las Vegas history.

e The Origins of Mob Influence in Las Vegas

e Key Mob Figures and Their Roles

e Mob-Controlled Casinos and Business Operations
e Methods of Control and Enforcement

e The Decline of Mob Power in Las Vegas

The Origins of Mob Influence in Las Vegas

The story of when the mob ran Vegas begins with the city’s early development as a gambling hub. In
the 1930s, Nevada legalized gambling, attracting entrepreneurs and criminals alike. The
construction of the Hoover Dam brought an influx of workers and capital, setting the stage for
economic opportunities. Organized crime saw the potential for profit in the growing city, and by the
1940s, mobsters began investing in casinos and hotels. The legalization of gambling provided a legal
front for illicit activities such as money laundering, loan sharking, and illegal gambling operations.
The mob’s entry into Las Vegas was facilitated by a combination of economic opportunity, lax law
enforcement, and strategic alliances with local officials.

The Role of Nevada’s Gambling Laws

Nevada'’s early acceptance of legalized gambling created a unique environment for the mob’s
expansion. Unlike other states, Nevada permitted casinos to operate openly, which allowed
organized crime groups to use these establishments as a cover for their illegal enterprises. The
regulatory framework was initially weak, enabling mob figures to infiltrate the industry with relative
ease. This legal environment was instrumental in allowing the mob to gain a foothold in Las Vegas.



The Impact of the Hoover Dam Construction

The Hoover Dam project in the 1930s brought thousands of workers and significant economic
activity to Southern Nevada. This influx of people increased demand for entertainment and leisure,
including gambling. The construction boom also introduced new financial resources that the mob
could exploit to finance casino projects and other ventures. The dam’s completion helped establish
Las Vegas as a key economic center, ripe for mob investment.

Key Mob Figures and Their Roles

When the mob ran Vegas, several notorious individuals played pivotal roles in shaping the city’s
criminal and business landscape. These figures were responsible for financing casinos, managing
operations, and maintaining control over the city’s underworld. Their influence extended beyond
gambling, impacting politics, law enforcement, and real estate.

Bugsy Siegel and the Flamingo Hotel

One of the most legendary figures in the history of mob-controlled Las Vegas was Benjamin "Bugsy"
Siegel. Siegel is often credited with opening the first major mob-financed casino, the Flamingo
Hotel, in 1946. Although the Flamingo initially faced financial difficulties, it set a new standard for
luxury and glamour. Siegel’s vision helped transform Las Vegas into a premier gambling destination,
attracting wealthy tourists and entertainers. His assassination in 1947 remains a notable event in
mob history, reflecting the high stakes involved in mob operations.

Meyer Lansky and Financial Oversight

Meyer Lansky, known as the "Mob’s Accountant," played a critical role in managing the financial
aspects of mob investments in Las Vegas. Lansky’s expertise in money laundering and financial
structuring was essential for legitimizing profits from illegal gambling and other rackets. He helped
organize the syndicate’s interests, ensuring smooth operations and minimizing exposure to law
enforcement. Lansky’s influence was a key factor in the mob’s sustained control of Vegas casinos.

Other Notable Mobsters

Several other mob figures were deeply involved in Las Vegas operations, including:

e Frank Costello - A powerful boss who helped finance casinos and maintain connections with
political figures.

e Tony Accardo - Known for his role in Chicago’s Outfit, he extended influence into Vegas
gambling.

e Sam Giancana - Played a role in coordinating mob activities and enforcing discipline.



Mob-Controlled Casinos and Business Operations

The backbone of the mob’s power in Las Vegas was its control over key casinos and related
businesses. These establishments were not only profit centers but also served as hubs for illegal
activities and money laundering. Mobsters used front men and legitimate businessmen to mask their
ownership and control.

Major Casinos Under Mob Control
During the mob’s dominance, several iconic casinos were either owned or heavily influenced by

organized crime:

e The Flamingo Hotel - The first major mob-funded casino, setting the template for future
developments.

e The Stardust - Known for its size and profitability, it was a key revenue source.
e The Desert Inn - Owned by mob associates, it attracted high rollers and celebrities.

e The Sands - Another major casino with mob ties, famous for hosting top entertainers.

Business Practices and Economic Impact

Mob-controlled casinos operated with a blend of legitimate and illicit business practices. They
generated substantial tax revenue and employment opportunities, contributing to Las Vegas’s
growth. However, these businesses were also centers for illegal gambling, loan sharking, and
bribery. The mob used intimidation and violence to maintain control, while also investing in the
city’s infrastructure and entertainment industry.

Methods of Control and Enforcement

The mob’s ability to maintain dominance over Las Vegas was rooted in a combination of tactics,
including corruption, intimidation, and strategic alliances. These methods ensured compliance from
business partners, law enforcement, and political figures.

Corruption and Political Influence

When the mob ran Vegas, corruption was widespread among local officials and law enforcement.
Mobsters bribed police, judges, and politicians to overlook illegal activities or to provide favorable
treatment. This network of influence helped the mob operate with relative impunity and avoid
significant legal repercussions.



Use of Violence and Intimidation

Enforcement of mob interests often involved violence. Threats, assaults, and even

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'When the Mob Ran Vegas' about?

‘When the Mob Ran Vegas' is a documentary that explores the influence of organized crime on the
development and operation of Las Vegas casinos from the 1940s through the 1980s.

Who were the key mob figures involved in running Las Vegas?

Key mob figures included Bugsy Siegel, Meyer Lansky, Tony Accardo, and the Chicago Outfit, who
played significant roles in financing and controlling Las Vegas casinos.

How did the mob initially get involved in Las Vegas?

The mob got involved in Las Vegas by investing in and managing casinos, using the city as a front for
money laundering and illegal gambling operations starting in the 1940s.

What role did Bugsy Siegel play in the development of Las
Vegas?

Bugsy Siegel was instrumental in the development of the Flamingo Hotel, one of the first luxury
casinos on the Las Vegas Strip, which helped transform Las Vegas into a major gambling
destination.

How did law enforcement respond to mob activities in Las
Vegas?

Law enforcement agencies, including the FBI and Nevada Gaming Control Board, conducted
investigations and hearings that eventually led to the decline of mob influence in Las Vegas casinos.

When did the mob's control over Las Vegas casinos begin to
decline?

The mob's control began to decline in the 1970s and 1980s due to increased federal investigations,
stricter gaming regulations, and the rise of corporate ownership of casinos.

Are there still mob connections in Las Vegas today?

While organized crime has largely been pushed out of the casino industry, some experts believe that
remnants of mob influence may still exist in certain areas, though not as openly or powerfully as
before.



How did the mob impact the culture and economy of Las
Vegas?

The mob helped establish Las Vegas as a gambling and entertainment hub, attracting tourism and
investment, but also brought crime and corruption that shaped the city's early reputation.

Is 'When the Mob Ran Vegas' available to watch online?

Yes, 'When the Mob Ran Vegas' is available on various streaming platforms and for purchase or
rental on digital media stores, depending on your region.

Additional Resources

1. When the Mob Ran Vegas: Stories of the Mafia's Reign in Sin City

This book delves into the intricate history of organized crime in Las Vegas from the 1940s through
the 1980s. It explores how mobsters like Bugsy Siegel and the Chicago Outfit shaped the city's
casinos and nightlife. Through detailed accounts and firsthand stories, the book reveals the mafia’s
influence on Vegas’s development and its eventual decline.

2. The Last Mafioso: The Treacherous World of Jimmy Fratianno

A gripping memoir by Jimmy Fratianno, a notorious mobster who became an informant. The book
offers an inside look at the mob’s operations in Las Vegas and beyond, detailing power struggles,
hits, and corruption. Fratianno’s candid storytelling provides a personal perspective on when the
mob controlled Vegas.

3. Casino: Love and Honor in Las Vegas

Written by Nicholas Pileggi, this book inspired the famous film "Casino." It chronicles the rise and
fall of mob influence in Vegas through the lives of key figures like Frank Rosenthal and Anthony
Spilotro. The narrative captures the glitz, danger, and violence that defined the era of mob-run
casinos.

4. Blood Aces: The Wild Ride of Benny Binion, the Texas Gangster Who Created Vegas Poker
This biography of Benny Binion explores how a Texas gangster transformed Las Vegas poker and
casino culture. The book highlights Binion's mob connections and his role in the city's gambling
scene during the mob's heyday. It blends crime history with the evolution of poker in Vegas.

5. The Mafia and Las Vegas: The Untold Story

An investigative account revealing the secret dealings between mafia families and casino operators
in Las Vegas. It examines how organized crime laundered money and controlled key businesses. The
book also discusses the government's attempts to dismantle mob power in the city.

6. Underboss: Sammy the Bull Gravano's Story of Life in the Mafia

While focusing on Sammy Gravano's life, this book provides insight into the mafia’s operations
including their reach into Las Vegas. Gravano's narrative sheds light on mob hierarchies and the
criminal activities that supported their Vegas enterprises. It’s a raw, unfiltered look at the mafia’s
violent world.

7. Streets of Sin: Las Vegas and the Underworld
This book paints a vivid picture of Las Vegas during the time when organized crime ruled the



streets. It covers the relationships between mobsters, law enforcement, and casino owners. The
stories reveal the tension and corruption that defined the city’s underbelly.

8. Mafia Kingfish: Carlos Marcello and the Assassination of John F. Kennedy

Though primarily about New Orleans mob boss Carlos Marcello, this book touches on his
involvement in Las Vegas’s mob scene. It explores the national reach of organized crime and its
connections to political events, including Vegas operations. The book offers context on how Vegas fit
into the larger mafia network.

9. The Vegas Mob: The Rise and Fall of Mob Control in Las Vegas

A comprehensive history detailing the mob’s establishment, dominance, and eventual ousting from
Las Vegas. It covers key figures, major events, and government crackdowns that reshaped the city.
The narrative provides a full arc of the mob’s impact on Vegas culture and business.
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