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key
why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key is a question that requires a thorough
understanding of the historical, political, and economic factors leading up to the infamous event on
December 7, 1941. This article aims to provide a comprehensive and SEO-optimized exploration of
the reasons behind Japan’s surprise military strike on the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. The focus is on addressing the question from a DBQ (Document-Based Question)
perspective, offering an answer key that synthesizes primary and secondary sources to explain
Japan’s motivations. Key topics include Japan’s imperial ambitions, resource needs, diplomatic
tensions with the United States, and the strategic importance of disabling the Pacific Fleet. This
detailed analysis will also highlight how the attack changed the course of World War II and shaped
U.S. foreign policy. By understanding the multifaceted causes of the Pearl Harbor attack, students
and researchers can grasp the broader context of early 20th-century international relations. The
following sections delve into the major themes that answer why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq
answer key.

Historical Context of Japan-U.S. Relations

Japan’s Imperial Expansion and Resource Needs

Economic and Diplomatic Tensions

Strategic Military Considerations

Consequences of the Pearl Harbor Attack

Historical Context of Japan-U.S. Relations
Understanding why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key necessitates examining the
historical relations between Japan and the United States prior to 1941. Since the late 19th century,
Japan had rapidly modernized and emerged as a significant imperial power in East Asia. The United
States, for its part, had interests in the Pacific, including the Philippines and Hawaii, which created
a complex dynamic between the two nations.

Throughout the early 20th century, tensions simmered due to conflicting interests in the Pacific
region. Japan’s victories in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) and its growing influence in China
alarmed the United States and other Western powers. The implementation of immigration
restrictions against Japanese nationals in the U.S. further strained relations. These factors set the
stage for escalating distrust and competition, culminating in the events leading to the Pearl Harbor
attack.



Early 20th Century Rivalries
The rivalry between Japan and the United States intensified as both countries sought to expand their
influence in the Pacific and Asia. Japan’s annexation of Korea in 1910 and its growing presence in
Manchuria conflicted with American interests in China and the Philippines. Diplomatic efforts to
ease tensions were often unsuccessful, as mutual suspicion persisted.

Impact of World War I
During World War I, Japan aligned with the Allies and expanded its territories, gaining German
holdings in the Pacific. Post-war, the Treaty of Versailles recognized Japan’s claims but also
highlighted racial and territorial tensions, especially during the Washington Naval Conference of
1921-1922. Naval disarmament agreements limited Japan’s fleet size, causing resentment among
Japanese military leaders who sought greater power projection capabilities.

Japan’s Imperial Expansion and Resource Needs
One of the central reasons why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key focuses on is Japan’s
aggressive imperial expansion and its critical need for natural resources. Japan’s home islands
lacked sufficient raw materials such as oil, rubber, and iron, which were essential for sustaining its
military and industrial growth.

In the 1930s, Japan invaded Manchuria and later expanded deeper into China, aiming to establish a
self-sufficient empire. However, these conquests did not provide all the necessary resources,
prompting Japan to look toward Southeast Asia and the Pacific, areas rich in oil and other materials.
This expansion alarmed Western powers, particularly the United States, which responded with
economic sanctions and embargoes that threatened Japan’s survival as a military power.

Dependence on Foreign Resources
Japan’s lack of domestic oil reserves made it heavily dependent on imports, primarily from the
United States and the Dutch East Indies. When the U.S. imposed an oil embargo in 1941, it put
Japan in a precarious position. Without access to oil, Japan’s navy and air force capabilities would be
severely diminished, jeopardizing its imperial ambitions.

Expansion into Southeast Asia
To secure vital resources, Japan planned to invade territories controlled by European colonial
powers, such as the British and Dutch colonies in Southeast Asia. Anticipating American
interference in these plans, Japan saw a preemptive strike against the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl
Harbor as a way to neutralize American naval power and buy time to consolidate its resource
acquisitions.



Economic and Diplomatic Tensions
Economic and diplomatic tensions between Japan and the United States played a pivotal role in the
lead-up to the Pearl Harbor attack. The question why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key
cannot be fully answered without considering the impact of U.S. policies designed to curb Japanese
expansionism.

Throughout the late 1930s and early 1940s, the United States imposed a series of economic
sanctions, including trade embargoes on critical materials such as oil, steel, and scrap metal. These
measures aimed to pressure Japan into withdrawing from China and halting its aggressive policies.
Diplomatic negotiations failed to resolve these disputes, further escalating hostilities.

U.S. Oil Embargo and Sanctions
The most consequential economic action was the U.S. oil embargo imposed in July 1941. This
embargo cut off approximately 80% of Japan’s oil imports, threatening its military operations. Japan
viewed this embargo as an existential threat, forcing its leaders to consider bold military options.

Failed Diplomatic Negotiations
Between 1940 and 1941, Japan and the United States engaged in diplomatic talks attempting to ease
tensions. Japan demanded recognition of its dominance in East Asia and freedom to access
resources. The U.S. insisted on Japan’s withdrawal from China and Indochina. These irreconcilable
differences led to a stalemate, making conflict increasingly inevitable.

Strategic Military Considerations
The strategic military rationale is a crucial aspect of why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer
key. Japan’s military leaders believed that a decisive strike against the U.S. Pacific Fleet would
prevent American interference in Japan’s planned expansion throughout Southeast Asia and the
Pacific islands.

By targeting Pearl Harbor, Japan aimed to cripple the U.S. naval capacity, particularly its aircraft
carriers and battleships, which were the most potent threat to Japanese operations. The attack
intended to provide Japan with a strategic advantage, allowing it to secure vital resources and fortify
its defensive perimeter before the United States could rebuild its naval strength.

Surprise Attack Strategy
The element of surprise was critical to the success of Japan’s plan. The Japanese launched a
coordinated air and naval assault early on December 7, 1941, catching the American forces off
guard. This surprise attack inflicted significant damage, sinking or damaging numerous battleships
and killing over 2,400 American servicemen.



Long-term Military Objectives
Japan’s broader military strategy included controlling key territories such as the Philippines, Guam,
and the Dutch East Indies. Neutralizing the Pacific Fleet was essential to prevent U.S.
counterattacks during Japan’s rapid territorial acquisitions. The attack on Pearl Harbor was thus a
tactical move embedded in a larger strategic framework of regional domination.

Consequences of the Pearl Harbor Attack
The aftermath of the Pearl Harbor attack had profound consequences for Japan, the United States,
and the global conflict of World War II. Understanding these outcomes is integral to fully addressing
why did japan attack pearl harbor dbq answer key, as it highlights the risks Japan took and the
global shift that followed.

The attack galvanized American public opinion, leading directly to the United States’ formal entry
into World War II. The U.S. declared war on Japan the following day, and soon after, Germany and
Italy declared war on the United States, marking the expansion of the conflict into a truly global
war. The attack, while initially successful, ultimately failed to achieve Japan’s long-term objectives.

U.S. Entry into World War II
The attack united the American people and government in support of full-scale war. The U.S.
mobilized its vast industrial and military resources, which would eventually overwhelm Japanese
forces in the Pacific. Pearl Harbor became a symbol of American resolve and the catalyst for the
Allied victory.

Strategic Failures and Japanese Defeat
Although the attack temporarily disabled much of the Pacific Fleet, key assets such as aircraft
carriers were not present at Pearl Harbor and remained intact. This oversight proved critical in
subsequent battles. Over the following years, Japan’s initial gains were reversed through a series of
Allied offensives, leading to Japan’s eventual surrender in 1945.

Japan pursued imperial expansion to secure essential resources.1.

Economic sanctions, especially the U.S. oil embargo, pressured Japan.2.

Diplomatic negotiations failed to resolve conflicts peacefully.3.

The attack aimed to neutralize the U.S. Pacific Fleet strategically.4.

The attack precipitated the U.S. entry into World War II.5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why did Japan decide to attack Pearl Harbor according to the
DBQ answer key?
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor primarily to neutralize the United States Pacific Fleet, which they saw
as a threat to their expansion efforts in Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

What economic factors contributed to Japan's decision to
attack Pearl Harbor in the DBQ documents?
Economic factors included the U.S. oil embargo and trade restrictions imposed on Japan, which
threatened Japan's access to vital resources needed for its military and industrial growth.

How did Japan justify the attack on Pearl Harbor in the DBQ
answer key?
Japan justified the attack as a preemptive strike to protect its national interests and ensure survival
by crippling the U.S. Pacific Fleet, which they believed would interfere with their imperial ambitions.

According to the DBQ, what role did U.S. foreign policy play in
Japan’s decision to attack Pearl Harbor?
U.S. foreign policy, including sanctions and support for China during the Sino-Japanese War,
increased tensions and pushed Japan toward a military solution like the attack on Pearl Harbor.

What was the intended outcome of Japan's attack on Pearl
Harbor as described in the DBQ answer key?
The intended outcome was to deliver a decisive blow to the U.S. Navy, preventing immediate
American interference in Japan’s planned expansion across the Pacific and Southeast Asia.

Additional Resources
1. At Dawn We Slept: The Untold Story of Pearl Harbor
This book by Gordon W. Prange provides a comprehensive account of the events leading up to the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. It delves into the political, military, and intelligence factors that
contributed to the surprise attack. Prange's detailed research and firsthand interviews offer readers
a thorough understanding of why Japan chose to strike.

2. The Rising Sun: The Decline and Fall of the Japanese Empire, 1936-1945
John Toland's Pulitzer Prize-winning work explores Japan's militaristic expansion and the strategic
decisions that culminated in the Pearl Harbor attack. The narrative examines Japan’s motivations,
including economic pressures and imperial ambitions. Toland also provides insights into the internal
debates within Japan’s leadership.



3. Day of Infamy
Walter Lord's classic account of December 7, 1941, captures the immediate impact and aftermath of
the Pearl Harbor attack. While focusing on the day itself, the book also contextualizes Japan’s
rationale for the strike. Lord uses eyewitness testimonies to bring the historical moment vividly to
life.

4. Japan’s Decision for War: Records of the 1941 Policy Conferences
This collection of translated documents presents the internal discussions among Japanese leaders
before the attack on Pearl Harbor. It sheds light on the political and military reasoning behind
Japan’s decision to go to war with the United States. The primary sources provide an invaluable
resource for understanding Japan’s strategic mindset.

5. Pearl Harbor: The Verdict of History
By Gordon W. Prange, this book offers a critical analysis of the Pearl Harbor attack and addresses
controversies about whether the U.S. government had prior knowledge. It explores Japan’s
motivations, including resource needs and diplomatic tensions. Prange’s balanced approach helps
explain the complex causes behind the attack.

6. The Pearl Harbor Papers: Inside the Japanese Plans
Compiled and translated by Donald M. Goldstein and Katherine V. Dillon, this book features original
Japanese plans and communications related to the attack. It provides a detailed look at Japan’s
strategic objectives and how they planned the operation. The documents reveal the calculated
nature of Japan’s aggression.

7. Why Did Japan Attack Pearl Harbor? A Study in Decision Making
This analytical work examines the political, economic, and military factors that influenced Japan’s
leadership to attack Pearl Harbor. It discusses the role of international sanctions and Japan’s desire
for regional dominance. The book is useful for students seeking to understand the decision-making
process behind the attack.

8. Infamy: Pearl Harbor and Its Aftermath
John Toland explores not only the attack on Pearl Harbor but also its consequences for Japan and the
United States. The book discusses Japan’s strategic calculations and the eventual shift in global
power resulting from the conflict. Toland’s narrative provides a broader context for why the attack
occurred.

9. Pearl Harbor: Warning and Decision
Roberta Wohlstetter’s influential book analyzes intelligence failures and the complexities of
predicting surprise attacks like Pearl Harbor. It examines why the U.S. was caught off guard despite
some available warnings. The book also explores Japan’s strategic planning and the implications for
military preparedness.
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