
analysis of two kinds by amy tan
analysis of two kinds by amy tan explores the complex dynamics between a Chinese
immigrant mother and her American-born daughter, highlighting cultural conflicts,
identity struggles, and familial expectations. This short story, part of Amy Tan’s acclaimed
collection *The Joy Luck Club*, delves into themes of ambition, generational differences,
and the pursuit of the American Dream. Through detailed character development and
symbolic elements, Tan illustrates the tension between traditional Chinese values and
contemporary American ideals. The narrative presents a nuanced portrayal of a mother-
daughter relationship, revealing the challenges of communication and understanding
across cultural divides. This article provides a comprehensive and SEO-optimized
examination of the story’s plot, themes, characters, and literary devices. Readers will gain
an insightful understanding of the underlying messages Amy Tan conveys through this
poignant tale. The following sections will guide the analysis of two kinds by amy tan
through an organized exploration of its major components.

Plot Summary of "Two Kinds"

Themes and Messages

Character Analysis

Literary Devices and Symbolism

Cultural Context and Significance

Plot Summary of "Two Kinds"
The story "Two Kinds" by Amy Tan narrates the experience of Jing-mei, a young Chinese
American girl, and her mother’s high expectations for her success in America. The mother
believes that in the United States, anyone can become a prodigy, reflecting the immigrant
mindset driven by hope and determination. She pushes Jing-mei to try various talents,
including playing the piano, in an effort to discover her hidden abilities. The daughter’s
resistance leads to conflict, culminating in a pivotal piano recital where Jing-mei’s failure
creates a lasting emotional rift between mother and daughter. The story concludes with
Jing-mei reflecting on her mother’s dreams and her own identity, revealing themes of
reconciliation and self-understanding.

Key Events in the Narrative
The narrative unfolds through a series of critical moments that reveal the evolving
relationship between Jing-mei and her mother:

The mother’s insistence on finding a special talent for Jing-mei.



Jing-mei’s attempts and failures in various activities, including memorization and
piano lessons.

The intense pressure leading up to the piano recital.

Jing-mei’s defiant performance and subsequent withdrawal.

The eventual acceptance and reflection on their past conflicts.

Themes and Messages
The analysis of two kinds by amy tan reveals several significant themes that contribute to
the story’s depth and emotional resonance. These themes reflect cultural, psychological,
and social aspects of the immigrant experience and familial relationships.

Conflict Between Individuality and Expectations
One of the central themes is the tension between the daughter’s desire for independence
and the mother’s expectations rooted in traditional values. The mother envisions a specific
path to success, while Jing-mei struggles to assert her own identity and choices. This
conflict highlights the universal challenge of balancing personal freedom with familial
duties.

The Immigrant Experience and the American Dream
The story illustrates the immigrant perspective on opportunity and success in America.
The mother’s belief in limitless possibilities contrasts with the daughter’s more realistic
and sometimes resistant view. Amy Tan uses this theme to explore how cultural
aspirations shape family dynamics and individual aspirations.

Generational Differences and Communication
The miscommunication and misunderstandings between Jing-mei and her mother
emphasize the generational gap. Language barriers, cultural differences, and differing
values contribute to the emotional distance and conflict. This theme underscores the
challenges of maintaining cultural heritage while adapting to a new environment.

Character Analysis
In the analysis of two kinds by amy tan, character development plays a crucial role in
conveying the story’s meaning. The complex personalities of the mother and daughter
encapsulate broader cultural and emotional struggles.



Jing-mei (The Daughter)
Jing-mei represents the second-generation immigrant caught between two worlds. Her
resistance to her mother’s demands stems from a desire to forge her own path and assert
independence. Throughout the story, Jing-mei’s internal conflict and eventual reflection
illustrate the journey toward self-awareness and reconciliation.

The Mother
The mother embodies the immigrant’s hope for upward mobility and success in America.
Her unwavering belief in the American Dream drives her to push Jing-mei relentlessly.
Despite her strictness, her actions are motivated by love and a desire to secure a better
future for her daughter. Her character symbolizes traditional values and cultural pride.

Supporting Characters
Although the story focuses primarily on Jing-mei and her mother, other family members
and cultural references provide context and depth. These characters contribute to the
portrayal of the immigrant community and generate a realistic family environment.

Literary Devices and Symbolism
Amy Tan’s use of literary techniques enriches the analysis of two kinds by amy tan, adding
layers of meaning and emotional impact to the narrative. The story employs symbolism,
imagery, and narrative structure to enhance its themes.

Symbolism of the Piano
The piano serves as a central symbol representing both the mother’s ambitions and the
daughter’s struggle for autonomy. It epitomizes the pressure to conform and the conflict
between imposed expectations and personal desires. The piano recital is a climactic
moment that encapsulates this tension.

Imagery and Language
Tan’s descriptive language vividly portrays the cultural environment and emotional states
of the characters. The use of sensory details helps readers understand the intensity of the
mother’s demands and the daughter’s feelings of frustration and rebellion.

Point of View and Narrative Style
The story is told from Jing-mei’s first-person perspective, providing intimate insight into
her thoughts and emotions. This narrative choice allows readers to empathize with her



experience and grasp the complexities of her relationship with her mother.

Cultural Context and Significance
Understanding the cultural background is essential for a thorough analysis of two kinds by
amy tan. The story reflects the realities of Chinese American immigrant families and the
broader social context of assimilation and identity.

Chinese Heritage and American Society
The story highlights the clash between Chinese cultural traditions and American societal
values. The mother’s expectations are deeply rooted in Chinese customs, emphasizing
discipline, respect, and achievement, while Jing-mei navigates the freedoms and
challenges of American adolescence.

Impact on Asian American Literature
"Two Kinds" is a significant work within the genre of Asian American literature,
contributing to discussions about identity, multiculturalism, and intergenerational
relationships. Amy Tan’s portrayal of immigrant experiences has influenced many writers
and helped to broaden the representation of Asian American voices in literature.

Social and Historical Influences
The story reflects historical immigration patterns and the socio-economic conditions faced
by many Chinese American families. The pursuit of the American Dream and the struggles
for acceptance and success are central to the narrative’s cultural relevance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Two Kinds' by Amy Tan?
'Two Kinds' explores the complex mother-daughter relationship, focusing on themes of
identity, expectations, and the struggle for self-acceptance.

How does Amy Tan portray the conflict between Jing-
mei and her mother in 'Two Kinds'?
Tan portrays the conflict through the differing expectations and desires of Jing-mei and
her mother, highlighting cultural clashes, generational differences, and the pressure to
succeed.



What role does cultural identity play in 'Two Kinds'?
Cultural identity is central to the story, as Jing-mei's mother tries to impose traditional
Chinese values of hard work and success, while Jing-mei struggles to find her own identity
within American culture.

How does the title 'Two Kinds' relate to the story's
message?
The title refers to the mother's belief that there are two kinds of daughters: obedient ones
who excel and those who disappoint. It underscores the story's exploration of expectations
and individuality.

What is the significance of the piano in 'Two Kinds'?
The piano symbolizes the mother's aspirations and control, as well as Jing-mei's rebellion
and eventual acceptance of her own identity.

How does the story 'Two Kinds' reflect Amy Tan's own
experiences?
'Two Kinds' draws from Tan's experiences growing up in a Chinese-American family,
highlighting the generational and cultural tensions she observed.

What is the resolution or conclusion of the conflict in
'Two Kinds'?
The story concludes with Jing-mei coming to a nuanced understanding of her mother's
intentions and her own identity, suggesting reconciliation and acceptance despite past
conflicts.

Additional Resources
1. "The Joy Luck Club" by Amy Tan
This novel explores the complex relationships between Chinese-American mothers and
their daughters, much like "Two Kinds." It delves into themes of cultural identity,
generational conflict, and the immigrant experience. Through interconnected stories, Tan
portrays the struggles and hopes that shape familial bonds.

2. "Fish Cheeks" by Amy Tan
A short memoir-style essay, "Fish Cheeks" captures a young girl's embarrassment over her
Chinese heritage during a Christmas dinner. It reflects similar themes of cultural identity
and parental expectations found in "Two Kinds." The story highlights the challenges of
balancing two cultures in adolescence.

3. "Rules of the Game" by Amy Tan
Another story from Tan's collection, this narrative follows a young Chinese-American girl



who becomes a chess prodigy. It addresses the pressures of living up to parental
expectations and the desire for independence, paralleling the conflicts seen in "Two
Kinds." The story emphasizes the pursuit of personal identity within family dynamics.

4. "Mother Tongue" by Amy Tan
In this essay, Tan discusses the nuances of language and how it shapes identity and
perception. The themes of communication barriers and cultural misunderstandings relate
closely to those in "Two Kinds." It offers insight into the immigrant experience and the
complexities of bilingualism.

5. "American Born Chinese" by Gene Luen Yang
This graphic novel explores the struggle of a Chinese-American boy dealing with cultural
stereotypes and self-acceptance. Like "Two Kinds," it examines the challenges of bicultural
identity and parental expectations. The story uses humor and fantasy to address serious
themes of belonging.

6. "The Woman Warrior" by Maxine Hong Kingston
Kingston's memoir blends folklore and personal narrative to explore Chinese-American
identity and the influence of cultural stories on self-perception. Themes of family pressure
and cultural heritage resonate with those in "Two Kinds." The book offers a profound look
at the immigrant experience and the shaping of identity.

7. "Interior Chinatown" by Charles Yu
This novel uses a unique narrative style to dissect Asian-American stereotypes and the
desire to break free from prescribed roles. It shares thematic concerns with "Two Kinds"
regarding identity, cultural expectations, and the quest for self-definition. The story
critiques societal norms while exploring personal and cultural identity.

8. "A Temporary Matter" by Jhumpa Lahiri
Lahiri's story delves into the complexities of communication and emotional distance within
a marriage, touching on themes of expectation and cultural identity. Though focused on a
different cultural background, it parallels "Two Kinds" in exploring familial relationships
and personal struggles. The narrative is intimate and poignant.

9. "Everything I Never Told You" by Celeste Ng
This novel explores the pressures faced by a mixed-race family in America, focusing on
parental expectations and the desire for acceptance. Similar to "Two Kinds," it reveals the
impact of cultural and familial pressures on identity formation. The story is a compelling
exploration of secrets, loss, and understanding.
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