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anne bradstreet the tenth muse lately sprung up in america represents a
landmark in early American literature, marking the first published volume of
poetry by a colonial American. This collection, authored by Anne Bradstreet,
holds immense historical and cultural significance as it symbolizes the
emergence of literary voice in the New World. The title itself, "The Tenth
Muse Lately Sprung Up in America," reflects the high regard in which
Bradstreet's poetic talent was held during the 17th century. This article
explores the background of Anne Bradstreet, the context of her work, the
themes and style of her poetry, and the lasting impact of this seminal
publication on American literary history. Understanding this work helps
illuminate the foundational role Bradstreet played as a pioneering female
poet and early American writer. The following sections provide a
comprehensive examination of Anne Bradstreet’s life, the creation and
publication of "The Tenth Muse," its literary content, and its enduring
legacy.

Background and Historical Context of Anne Bradstreet

The Publication of "The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America"

Themes and Literary Style in Bradstreet’s Poetry

Impact and Legacy of "The Tenth Muse" in American Literature

Background and Historical Context of Anne
Bradstreet

Anne Bradstreet was born in 1612 in England and later emigrated to the
American colonies, where she became one of the first significant poets in
colonial America. Her life unfolded during a time of religious and social
upheaval, as Puritans settled in New England seeking religious freedom.
Bradstreet's experiences as a woman, mother, and devout Puritan deeply
influenced her writing. Despite the restrictive roles women held in the 17th
century, Bradstreet cultivated her literary talents, producing poetry that
combined personal reflection with religious devotion.



Early Life and Emigration

Raised in a well-educated family, Anne Bradstreet received an exceptional
education for a woman of her time, including studies in literature, history,
and classical languages. In 1630, she sailed to the Massachusetts Bay Colony
with her husband, Simon Bradstreet, and their family. The challenges of
colonial life, including harsh conditions and loss, shaped much of her poetic
perspective.

Puritan Influence on Bradstreet’s Writing

Puritanism profoundly impacted Bradstreet’s worldview and literary themes.
Her poetry often reflects Puritan values such as faith, humility, and the
transient nature of earthly life. Her religious beliefs intertwined with her
poetic expression, creating a unique voice that balanced personal emotion
with spiritual contemplation.

The Publication of "The Tenth Muse Lately
Sprung Up in America"

The publication of "The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America" in 1650
marked a historic moment as the first volume of poetry written by an American
colonist to be printed. The title itself suggested that Bradstreet was a new,
inspired voice—an additional muse—emerging from the American colonies. This
collection introduced colonial readers to a refined and learned poetic style
previously absent in the New World.

Publication History and Reception

Bradstreet’s poems were initially circulated in manuscript form among family
and friends, but the decision to publish was influenced by her brother-in-
law, who took the manuscript to England without her prior knowledge. The book
was printed in London and received attention for its literary merit and
novelty. The reception was generally positive, with readers impressed by the
sophistication and intellect of a colonial woman poet.

Significance of the Title

The phrase "The Tenth Muse" alludes to the classical tradition of nine muses
who inspired the arts and sciences. By positioning Bradstreet as the tenth



muse, the title elevated her work to a divine or inspired status. The
subtitle "Lately Sprung Up in America" emphasized the emergence of a new
literary voice from the colonies, asserting cultural and intellectual
presence on the global stage.

Themes and Literary Style in Bradstreet’s
Poetry

Anne Bradstreet’s poetry is characterized by its exploration of deeply
personal and universal themes. Her work blends elements of Puritan theology
with reflections on family, nature, and human experience. The poetic style
she employed reflects both classical influences and the vernacular realities
of colonial life.

Major Themes in "The Tenth Muse"

Religious Devotion: Many poems express Bradstreet’s faith and
meditations on divine providence, salvation, and the spiritual journey.

Mortality and Transience: The impermanence of life and worldly
possessions is a recurrent subject, often framed within Puritan beliefs
about eternal life.

Domestic Life and Family: Bradstreet wrote poignantly about her roles as
a wife and mother, celebrating love and mourning losses.

Nature and the New World: The American landscape and the experience of
settlement appear as backdrops and inspirations in her verse.

Literary Style and Techniques

Bradstreet’s work exhibits a mastery of traditional poetic forms such as the
sonnet, couplet, and elegy. Her language is often formal and elevated,
reflecting her classical education. At the same time, her poetry is marked by
emotional sincerity and clarity, which connect readers to her personal and
spiritual reflections. Metaphors drawn from scripture, classical mythology,
and everyday colonial life enrich her poetic imagery.



Impact and Legacy of "The Tenth Muse" in
American Literature

"The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America" established Anne Bradstreet as a
pioneering figure in American letters and laid the groundwork for subsequent
generations of writers. Her work demonstrated that colonial America was
capable of producing sophisticated literary art. Furthermore, as one of the
first published female poets in the English language, Bradstreet broke gender
barriers and expanded the possibilities for women’s voices in literature.

Influence on Later American Writers

Bradstreet’s poetry influenced both her contemporaries and later American
poets by exemplifying how personal and religious themes could be expressed in
poetic form. Her success encouraged colonial writers to cultivate a distinct
American literary identity. Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, her work
was rediscovered and celebrated as a foundational contribution to American
poetry.

Recognition in Literary History

Today, Anne Bradstreet is recognized as a central figure in early American
literature and feminist literary history. "The Tenth Muse" remains a subject
of scholarly study and is frequently included in anthologies of American
poetry. Her ability to navigate the constraints of her time while producing
enduring art continues to inspire literary critics and historians.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Anne Bradstreet and why is she significant
in American literature?
Anne Bradstreet was the first published American poet and one of the earliest
English poets in the American colonies. She is significant because she paved
the way for American poetry, being recognized as the first major female poet
in America.

What is the meaning of the title 'The Tenth Muse
Lately Sprung Up in America'?
The title refers to Anne Bradstreet being celebrated as a new and



extraordinary female poet ('the tenth muse') emerging in the American
colonies, which was seen as a cultural milestone during that time.

When was 'The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in
America' published?
'The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America' was first published in 1650 in
England.

What themes are explored in Anne Bradstreet's 'The
Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America'?
The collection explores themes such as Puritan faith, personal and family
experiences, nature, morality, and the role of women in society.

How was Anne Bradstreet's work received during her
lifetime?
Her work was well-received by some contemporaries, especially in England,
though she faced criticism for being a female poet. However, she gained
respect for her intellectual and poetic talents over time.

Why is 'The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung Up in America'
considered a pioneering work?
It is considered pioneering because it was one of the first volumes of poetry
published by a woman in the American colonies, marking a significant moment
in American literary history and female authorship.

Additional Resources
1. The Tenth Muse: The Life of Anne Bradstreet
This biography delves into the life and times of Anne Bradstreet, exploring
her role as one of the first published poets in America. It offers insights
into her personal struggles, her Puritan faith, and how she balanced her
literary pursuits with the demands of colonial life. The book highlights
Bradstreet’s enduring legacy as a pioneering female voice in American
literature.

2. Anne Bradstreet and the Puritan Imagination
This work examines Bradstreet's poetry within the context of Puritan beliefs
and values. It analyzes how her writing reflects the religious and cultural
environment of 17th-century New England. The book also discusses how
Bradstreet navigated her identity as a woman and a poet in a male-dominated
society.

3. The Colonial American Poetess: Anne Bradstreet’s Legacy



Focusing on Bradstreet’s influence on American poetry, this book traces the
development of female authorship from the colonial period onward. It explores
how Bradstreet’s work inspired future generations of women writers. The text
includes critical essays and historical background on early American
literature.

4. The Tenth Muse and the Birth of American Literature
This scholarly study situates Anne Bradstreet’s poetry within the broader
emergence of American literary tradition. It discusses the historical,
social, and religious factors that shaped her work. The book underscores
Bradstreet’s role in establishing a uniquely American voice in poetry.

5. Women Poets of Early America: Anne Bradstreet and Her Contemporaries
This collection features writings and biographies of early American women
poets, with Anne Bradstreet as a central figure. It provides comparative
analysis of their themes, styles, and cultural impacts. Readers gain a deeper
understanding of the challenges and achievements of women writers in colonial
America.

6. Anne Bradstreet’s Poetry: Faith, Family, and Freedom
This book explores the major themes in Bradstreet’s poetry, particularly her
expressions of faith, devotion to family, and reflections on personal and
political freedom. It offers close readings of her most famous poems
alongside historical commentary. The work reveals the complexity of
Bradstreet’s voice as both a Puritan and a pioneering poet.

7. From England to America: The Journey of Anne Bradstreet
Tracing Bradstreet’s migration from England to the New World, this narrative
focuses on how her experiences as an immigrant influenced her writing. The
book contextualizes her poetry within the challenges of colonial settlement
and cultural adaptation. It also highlights her contributions to early
American cultural identity.

8. Voices of the First American Women: Anne Bradstreet and the Tenth Muse
This anthology showcases the writings of early American women, spotlighting
Anne Bradstreet as the emblematic “Tenth Muse.” It includes poetry, letters,
and essays that reveal the intellectual and creative lives of these
pioneering women. The collection emphasizes their role in shaping early
American literature and culture.

9. Anne Bradstreet: Pioneer Poet of New England
This biography offers a detailed portrait of Anne Bradstreet’s life in
colonial New England, emphasizing her pioneering role in American poetry. It
examines her personal challenges, including health struggles and family
losses, and how these experiences shaped her work. The book celebrates her
achievements as a foundational figure in American letters.
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