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anne rice the claiming of sleeping beauty is a provocative and controversial
work that marks a significant departure from the author's more widely known
gothic fiction. Published under the pseudonym A.N. Roquelaure, this erotic
novel reimagines the classic fairy tale of Sleeping Beauty through an
explicit and dominatrix-themed lens. The book explores themes of power,
submission, and sensual awakening in a richly detailed fantasy setting. This
article delves into the origins, plot, themes, and reception of Anne Rice's
The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty, providing a comprehensive overview for
readers and researchers interested in this unique facet of her literary
career. Additionally, the article will cover the book’s place within the
larger trilogy, its stylistic elements, and its impact on erotic literature.
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Background and Publication History
Anne Rice, renowned for her gothic novels such as The Vampire Chronicles,
wrote The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty under the pseudonym A.N. Roquelaure.
This pseudonym allowed her to explore a very different genre—erotic
fantasy—without the preconceived expectations attached to her real name. The
novel was first published in 1983 and quickly garnered attention for its
explicit content and imaginative retelling of a familiar fairy tale. The
Claiming of Sleeping Beauty is the first volume in a trilogy, followed by The
Sleeping Beauty Trilogy’s subsequent installments.

Origins and Inspiration
The work is inspired by the classic fairy tale "Sleeping Beauty," but Anne
Rice’s version dramatically transforms the narrative into an erotic
exploration of dominance and submission. The novel’s genesis reflects Rice’s
interest in human sexuality and power dynamics, as well as a desire to push
literary boundaries within fantasy fiction. By reinterpreting a well-known
story, Rice invited readers to reconsider traditional narratives through an
adult, sensual perspective.



Publication Details
The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty was initially published by an independent
press specializing in erotic literature. Due to its explicit nature, the book
was marketed through niche channels and targeted an adult audience. The
trilogy was later reissued, gaining a cult following among readers interested
in erotic fantasy and BDSM themes. The use of a pseudonym helped maintain a
separation from Rice’s mainstream works, although over time, her authorship
became an open secret.

Plot Overview and Structure
The narrative of The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty centers on Princess Beauty,
who, after being cursed into a deep sleep, awakens to a world where she is
claimed as a submissive by a group of men in a fantastical castle. The story
unfolds as a series of erotic encounters that explore the awakening of
Beauty’s desires and her journey of submission and self-discovery. The novel
combines fantasy elements with explicit sexual content to create a
provocative retelling of a familiar fairy tale.

Main Characters
The story’s primary characters include:

Princess Beauty: The protagonist who experiences a transformation from
innocence to sexual awakening.

Lord Conteur: The narrator and one of the dominant figures who guides
Beauty through her new reality.

The Lords of the Castle: A group of men who participate in Beauty’s
claiming and training.

Structure and Narrative Style
The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty is structured episodically, with each chapter
focusing on different aspects of Beauty’s submission and the erotic rituals
she undergoes. The narrative is delivered in a first-person perspective by
Lord Conteur, which provides an intimate and detailed account of events. The
prose is both lush and explicit, blending vivid descriptions with
psychological insights into the characters’ motivations and feelings.

Themes and Literary Analysis
The novel’s themes revolve around power exchange, sexual awakening, and the
subversion of traditional fairy tale motifs. Anne Rice uses the story as a
vehicle to explore complex dynamics of dominance and submission within a
consensual framework. The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty challenges conventional



notions of innocence and purity associated with the original tale by
presenting a narrative centered on erotic discovery and control.

Exploration of BDSM Elements
The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty is notable for its detailed depiction of BDSM
practices, including bondage, discipline, and ritualized submission. These
elements are integral to the storyline and character development, portraying
a consensual and mutually respectful power dynamic. Rice’s portrayal helped
to bring BDSM themes into literary discourse at a time when they were less
commonly represented in mainstream fiction.

Symbolism and Motifs
Symbolism in the novel includes:

Sleep and Awakening: Representing both literal and metaphorical
transitions from innocence to experience.

The Castle: A confined space symbolizing control, transformation, and
protection.

Claiming: A metaphor for acceptance and submission in a new social and
erotic order.

Anne Rice’s Pseudonymous Writing
Anne Rice’s decision to write The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty under the pen
name A.N. Roquelaure was strategic, allowing her to explore erotica without
affecting her reputation as a mainstream author. This section examines the
reasons behind her pseudonymous work and its relationship to her broader
literary career.

Reasons for Using a Pseudonym
Rice’s use of a pseudonym was motivated by the explicit content of the
trilogy, which contrasted sharply with the gothic horror and supernatural
themes of her more famous novels. The pseudonym provided a protective barrier
between her established audience and this new, adult-oriented material. It
also allowed her creative freedom to write candidly about sexuality.

Impact on Anne Rice’s Literary Identity
Over time, the revelation that Anne Rice authored The Claiming of Sleeping
Beauty expanded perceptions of her versatility as a writer. It highlighted
her willingness to explore taboo subjects and challenge conventional literary
boundaries. This dual identity has contributed to scholarly interest in her
work and discussions about the intersections of genre, sexuality, and



authorship.

Reception and Cultural Impact
The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty received mixed reactions upon its release,
ranging from praise for its imaginative approach to criticism for its
explicit content and controversial themes. The novel has since become a
notable example of erotic fantasy literature and influenced subsequent works
exploring BDSM and power dynamics in fiction.

Critical Reception
Critics have acknowledged The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty for its bold
narrative and stylistic qualities, while some have expressed discomfort with
its explicit scenes and portrayal of submission. The novel challenged readers
to reconsider the boundaries of erotic literature and fantasy storytelling.
It occupies a unique place in literary history as both a work of fantasy and
adult erotica.

Legacy and Influence
The trilogy has inspired various adaptations and discussions in literary and
cultural studies. It has opened doors for more open representation of BDSM
themes in literature and contributed to the broader acceptance of erotic
fantasy as a legitimate genre. The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty remains an
important work for those studying the evolution of erotic fiction and the
role of pseudonymous authorship.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty' by Anne
Rice about?
'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty' is an erotic novel by Anne Rice, written
under the pseudonym A.N. Roquelaure. It is a BDSM-themed retelling of the
classic Sleeping Beauty fairy tale.

Why did Anne Rice write 'The Claiming of Sleeping
Beauty' under a pseudonym?
Anne Rice used the pseudonym A.N. Roquelaure to separate her erotic works
from her mainstream gothic fiction, maintaining privacy and targeting a
different audience.



How many books are in 'The Claiming of Sleeping
Beauty' series?
The series consists of four books: 'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty,'
'Beauty's Punishment,' 'Beauty's Release,' and 'Beauty's Kingdom.'

What themes are explored in 'The Claiming of
Sleeping Beauty'?
The series explores themes of power dynamics, BDSM relationships, sexuality,
submission, and transformation within a fantasy context.

Is 'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty' suitable for
all readers?
No, the series contains explicit sexual content and BDSM themes, making it
suitable only for mature readers over 18 years old.

How does Anne Rice's version differ from the
traditional Sleeping Beauty fairy tale?
Anne Rice's version introduces explicit erotic content, consensual BDSM
elements, and a reimagined storyline focusing on awakening and submission
rather than the classic romantic fairy tale.

What impact did 'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty'
have on erotic literature?
'The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty' is considered a pioneering work in erotic
literature, notable for its blend of fantasy and BDSM themes, influencing
later writers in the genre.

Where can I purchase or read 'The Claiming of
Sleeping Beauty' series?
The series is available for purchase through major book retailers such as
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and in some bookstores. Digital editions can also be
found on platforms like Kindle and Audible.

Additional Resources
1. The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty by Anne Rice
This is the first book in Anne Rice’s erotic series, written under the
pseudonym A. N. Roquelaure. It is a dark, sensual retelling of the classic
fairy tale, exploring themes of power, submission, and awakening desires. The
story follows Beauty as she is claimed by the prince and introduced to a



world of erotic exploration and awakening.

2. The Sleeping Beauty Trilogy by Anne Rice
Comprising three books—The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty, Beauty’s Punishment,
and Beauty’s Release—this trilogy delves deeper into the erotic adventures of
Beauty and the prince. Each installment explores different facets of their
passionate and often taboo relationship, blending fantasy with explicit adult
themes. The series is known for its lush prose and bold storytelling.

3. Exit to Eden by Anne Rice (as Anne Rampling)
Another erotic novel by Anne Rice under a pseudonym, this book explores BDSM
themes within a contemporary setting. It tells the story of a photographer
who visits a secret BDSM resort and embarks on a journey of sexual discovery
and submission. The novel combines romance, eroticism, and psychological
exploration.

4. The Sleeping Beauty and the Beast: Retellings and Adaptations
This collection includes various reinterpretations of the classic Sleeping
Beauty tale, focusing on darker and more mature themes similar to Anne Rice’s
approach. It explores the transformation of fairy tales into adult
narratives, highlighting the blend of fantasy, romance, and eroticism.

5. Fifty Shades of Grey by E.L. James
Though not directly related, this popular erotic novel shares themes of
dominance, submission, and erotic awakening that are central to The Claiming
of Sleeping Beauty. It follows the relationship between a young woman and a
wealthy businessman, exploring BDSM dynamics in a contemporary romance
setting.

6. The Carnal Prayer Mat by Li Yu
An ancient Chinese erotic novel, this book shares the exploration of sexual
power and awakening found in Anne Rice’s work. It is a satirical and explicit
narrative that delves into the complexities of desire, pleasure, and social
norms with bold storytelling.

7. Venus in Furs by Leopold von Sacher-Masoch
A foundational work in erotic literature, this novella explores themes of
dominance, submission, and the psychology of desire. It resonates with the
power dynamics and erotic themes present in The Claiming of Sleeping Beauty,
offering a classic perspective on BDSM relationships.

8. Story of O by Pauline Réage
This controversial and influential erotic novel tells the story of a woman’s
voluntary submission to her lover’s desires within a secret society. Like
Anne Rice’s work, it explores themes of power, control, and sexual awakening
through explicit and provocative storytelling.

9. The Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley
While not erotic, this feminist retelling of the Arthurian legends shares a
similar approach to reimagining classic tales from a new perspective. It
focuses on the inner lives and empowerment of its female characters,



paralleling Anne Rice’s interest in exploring complex female protagonists
within fantasy worlds.
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