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annexation of texas 1845 answer key is a critical topic in understanding the
complex history of the United States’ territorial expansion during the 19th
century. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the annexation of
Texas in 1845, addressing key historical facts, political motivations, and
the consequences that followed. The annexation played a pivotal role in
shaping the geopolitical landscape of North America and contributed to the
tensions leading up to the Mexican-American War. By exploring the timeline,
the role of key figures, and the legislative process involved, readers will
gain a thorough understanding of why Texas became part of the United States.
Additionally, this article serves as a detailed answer key for students and
scholars seeking clarity on the subject. The following table of contents
outlines the main sections covered in this article for easy navigation.
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Background of Texas Independence

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key begins with a foundational
understanding of Texas’ journey to independence. Originally part of Mexico,
Texas declared its independence in 1836 following a series of conflicts known
as the Texas Revolution. The Texan settlers, many of whom were Anglo-
Americans, sought autonomy due to political and cultural differences with the
Mexican government. The Republic of Texas existed as an independent nation
for nearly a decade before annexation. During this period, Texas faced
diplomatic challenges, security threats from Mexico, and economic
instability, all of which influenced its desire to join the United States.
Understanding this background is crucial to fully grasp the reasons behind
the annexation and the complexities involved.

Texas Revolution and Independence

The Texas Revolution began in 1835 as a conflict between Texan settlers and
the Mexican government. Major battles such as the Siege of the Alamo and the
Battle of San Jacinto were decisive in securing Texan independence. After



winning its freedom, Texas established a government and sought recognition
from foreign powers, including the United States. However, its status as a
republic was precarious due to ongoing tensions with Mexico, which never
fully accepted Texas’ independence.

Challenges of the Republic of Texas

As an independent republic, Texas struggled with financial difficulties and
lacked a strong military presence. The threat of Mexican attempts to reclaim
the territory persisted, making defense a constant concern. Additionally,
Texas’ economy was largely agrarian and dependent on slave labor, which
complicated its relationships with both the United States and European
nations. These challenges made annexation by a larger power an attractive
option for Texas leaders and citizens alike.

Political and Economic Motivations for
Annexation

The annexation of Texas in 1845 was driven by a combination of political and
economic motivations within both Texas and the United States. The desire to
expand American territory, spread the institution of slavery, and enhance
economic opportunities were key factors. Meanwhile, Texas sought security
guarantees and economic stability through union with the United States. This
section explores these motivations in detail to provide a clear answer key to
the annexation.

Manifest Destiny and Territorial Expansion

By the mid-19th century, the ideology of Manifest Destiny—the belief that the
United States was destined to expand across the North American continent—was
gaining momentum. Annexing Texas aligned with this vision, as it expanded the
nation’s borders westward. Expansionists in the U.S. government saw Texas as
a valuable addition that would increase American influence and power.

Slavery and Political Balance

Texas’ status as a slaveholding territory had significant implications for
the balance of power between free and slave states in the U.S. Congress.
Southern politicians supported annexation to bolster the institution of
slavery and maintain political influence. Conversely, many Northern
politicians opposed annexation fearing the extension of slavery and potential
conflict with Mexico. These opposing views made the annexation debate highly
contentious.



Economic Benefits

Annexation promised economic benefits for both Texas and the United States.
Texas possessed vast natural resources and fertile land suitable for
agriculture and ranching. Joining the U.S. would facilitate trade,
infrastructure development, and investment. For the United States, access to
Texas' resources and strategic position offered long-term economic
advantages.

Key Figures in the Annexation Process

Understanding the annexation of Texas 1845 answer key requires familiarity
with the key political figures who influenced the process. These individuals
played pivotal roles through diplomacy, legislation, and advocacy, shaping
the course of events that led to Texas joining the United States.

Sam Houston

Sam Houston, a former president of the Republic of Texas and military leader
during the Texas Revolution, was a primary advocate for annexation.
Recognizing Texas' vulnerabilities as an independent nation, Houston actively
lobbied the U.S. government to accept Texas into the Union. His leadership
was instrumental in facilitating the transition from republic to statehood.

President James K. Polk

James K. Polk, elected as the 11th President of the United States in 1844,
strongly supported the annexation of Texas as part of his expansionist
agenda. Polk’s administration pushed for the formal incorporation of Texas,
viewing it as essential to fulfilling Manifest Destiny. His commitment to
annexation intensified diplomatic efforts and legislative action.

John C. Calhoun

John C. Calhoun, serving as Secretary of State under President Polk, was a
key architect behind the annexation. Calhoun framed the justification for
annexation in terms of protecting slavery and expanding American territory.
His diplomatic skills helped navigate the complex international and domestic
challenges surrounding the issue.

Legislative Process and Debate in the United



States

The annexation of Texas 1845 answer key must include an examination of the
legislative steps and intense debates that occurred in the U.S. Congress. The
process was marked by controversy over legal, political, and moral issues.
This section outlines the key legislative milestones and arguments that
defined the annexation debate.

Joint Resolution of Annexation

Unlike previous territorial acquisitions, Texas was annexed through a joint
resolution of Congress rather than a treaty. This required a simple majority
vote in both the House and Senate, bypassing the two-thirds Senate majority
needed for treaties. The joint resolution was passed in early 1845,
authorizing Texas to join the United States.

Arguments For and Against Annexation

The debate in Congress featured a variety of arguments both supporting and
opposing annexation:

* Pro-Annexation Arguments: Advocates emphasized Manifest Destiny,
national security, economic growth, and the protection of Texan
citizens.

e Anti-Annexation Arguments: Opponents raised concerns about provoking war
with Mexico, expanding slavery, and upsetting the balance of power
between free and slave states.

Admission of Texas as a State

Following the joint resolution’s passage, Texas formally accepted annexation
and drafted a state constitution. On December 29, 1845, Texas was admitted to
the Union as the 28th state. This marked the culmination of a complex and
divisive process that had far-reaching consequences for the nation.

Consequences and Impact of the Annexation

The annexation of Texas in 1845 had significant and lasting effects on the
United States and its relations with neighboring countries. Understanding
these consequences is essential to fully grasping the importance of the
annexation of Texas 1845 answer key.



Outbreak of the Mexican-American War

The annexation heightened tensions between the United States and Mexico,
which still considered Texas part of its territory. Disputes over the Texas-
Mexico border led to armed conflict in 1846, initiating the Mexican-American
War. This war resulted in substantial territorial gains for the United
States, including present-day California, Arizona, and New Mexico.

Expansion of Slavery Debate

Texas’ admission as a slave state intensified sectional conflicts within the
United States. The debate over whether new territories should permit slavery
contributed to growing divisions that eventually led to the Civil War. The
annexation thus played a critical role in the nation’s escalating struggle
over slavery.

Economic and Demographic Growth

The incorporation of Texas accelerated American settlement and development in
the Southwest. Texas became a center of agriculture, ranching, and later oil
production, contributing to the economic growth of the United States. Its
population grew rapidly, attracting settlers from across the country and
abroad.

Shifts in U.S. Foreign Policy

The annexation demonstrated the United States’ willingness to assert its
influence aggressively in the Western Hemisphere. It set a precedent for
further territorial acquisitions and shaped future policies regarding
expansion and diplomacy.

Summary of Annexation OQutcomes

Triggered the Mexican-American War (1846-1848)

Increased tension over slavery in U.S. politics

Expanded U.S. territory significantly

Boosted economic development in the Southwest

Enhanced U.S. geopolitical influence in North America



Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Annexation of Texas 1in 18457

The Annexation of Texas in 1845 was the process by which the United States
formally incorporated the Republic of Texas as a state, leading to its
admission into the Union.

Why was the annexation of Texas significant in 18457

The annexation was significant because it intensified tensions between the
United States and Mexico, eventually contributing to the Mexican-American
War, and it also raised the contentious issue of the expansion of slavery.

What role did the U.S. Congress play in the
annexation of Texas?

The U.S. Congress approved a joint resolution in 1845 that allowed for the
annexation of Texas, which was a simpler process than a treaty and required
only a majority vote.

How did Mexico react to the annexation of Texas in
18457

Mexico strongly opposed the annexation, viewing Texas as a rebellious
province and considering the U.S. action as an act of aggression, which
ultimately led to the Mexican-American War.

Who was the President of the United States during
the annexation of Texas?

James K. Polk was the U.S. President who supported and oversaw the annexation
of Texas in 1845.

What was the status of Texas before annexation in
18457

Before annexation, Texas was an independent republic, having won its
independence from Mexico in 1836.

Did the annexation of Texas in 1845 contribute to
sectional tensions in the U.S.?

Yes, the annexation exacerbated sectional tensions because Texas was a
slaveholding territory, which raised concerns among Northern states about the
expansion of slavery.



What was the legal mechanism used to annex Texas in
18457

Texas was annexed through a joint resolution of Congress rather than a
treaty, which required only a simple majority vote in both houses of
Congress.

Additional Resources

1. The Annexation of Texas: A Study in Diplomatic History

This book provides an in-depth analysis of the political and diplomatic
maneuverings that led to Texas joining the United States in 1845. It explores
the motivations of both American and Texan leaders, as well as the
international implications involving Mexico and Britain. The narrative
highlights the complexities of the annexation and its role in escalating
tensions that led to the Mexican-American War.

2. Texas and the Road to Annexation, 1836-1845

Focusing on the decade following Texas' independence from Mexico, this book
traces the efforts of Texans to gain recognition and eventual annexation by
the United States. It examines the economic, social, and political factors
influencing the process and the debates within the U.S. government. The
author sheds light on the controversies surrounding slavery and territorial
expansion during this period.

3. Manifest Destiny and the Annexation of Texas

This work situates Texas annexation within the broader context of Manifest
Destiny, the 19th-century belief in American territorial expansion. It
discusses how the ideology fueled support for annexation and shaped U.S.
foreign policy. The book also covers the impact on U.S.-Mexico relations and
the domestic political landscape leading up to 1845.

4. Annexation: The Texas Question in American Politics

This title explores the political debates in the United States over the
annexation of Texas, focusing on Congressional discussions and public
opinion. It highlights key figures such as President James K. Polk and their
roles in pushing for annexation. The book also examines opposition arguments,
including concerns about slavery and potential war with Mexico.

5. Texas Annexation and the Mexican-American War

This book connects the annexation of Texas directly to the outbreak of the
Mexican-American War, detailing the sequence of events from 1845 to 1848. It
provides a military and diplomatic history of the conflict, showing how
annexation served as a catalyst for war. The narrative includes perspectives
from American, Texan, and Mexican viewpoints.

6. The Annexation of Texas: Documents and Letters
A collection of primary source documents, letters, and official
communications related to the annexation of Texas. This compilation offers



readers direct insight into the thoughts and strategies of key players
involved in the process. It is an invaluable resource for students and
scholars seeking authentic historical materials on the subject.

7. Slavery and the Annexation of Texas

This book examines how the issue of slavery influenced the annexation of
Texas and the broader sectional tensions in the United States. It analyzes
the arguments made by pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions and how Texas'
potential status as a slave state impacted political decisions. The work
provides context for understanding the annexation’s role in the lead-up to
the Civil War.

8. Diplomacy and Deception: The Texas Annexation Crisis

This title delves into the secret negotiations and diplomatic strategies
employed by American and Texan leaders during the annexation process. It
uncovers less-known episodes of political intrigue and the use of deception

to achieve annexation goals. The author argues that such tactics were crucial

in overcoming opposition and securing Texas’ admission to the Union.

9. The Legacy of Texas Annexation in American History

This book reflects on the long-term consequences of Texas’' annexation for the

United States, Mexico, and the broader Western Hemisphere. It discusses the
expansion of U.S. territory, the intensification of sectional conflicts, and
the reshaping of international relations. The author also considers how the
annexation shaped American identity and policy in the years following 1845.
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