
world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key
world war 1 begins lesson 1 answer key provides a detailed insight into the complex origins and
initial events that triggered one of the most devastating conflicts in modern history. This lesson
focuses on the political tensions, alliances, and key incidents that set the stage for World War I,
offering students and educators a comprehensive understanding of how the war began. By exploring
the intricate web of nationalism, militarism, imperialism, and the system of alliances, the lesson
deciphers the causes behind the outbreak. Additionally, it covers the immediate spark—the
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand—and the subsequent chain reaction that led to a global
conflict. This answer key serves as an essential resource for grasping the multifaceted beginnings of
World War I and supports effective teaching and learning. The following sections will delve into the
major causes, the assassination event, the role of alliances, and the war’s early developments.

Major Causes of World War I

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

The Alliance System and Escalation

The July Crisis and Declarations of War

Early Military Actions and Mobilization

Major Causes of World War I
Understanding the major causes of World War I is crucial for interpreting the events that led to its
outbreak. The lesson highlights four key contributing factors: nationalism, militarism, imperialism,
and the alliance system. These elements created a volatile environment in Europe during the early
20th century, fostering rivalries and competition among the great powers.

Nationalism
Nationalism intensified the desire of ethnic groups and nations to assert their independence and
dominance. It fueled conflicts, especially in the Balkans, where Slavic groups sought freedom from
Austro-Hungarian rule. This rising nationalism heightened tensions between countries and within
empires, destabilizing the political landscape.

Militarism
Militarism involved the buildup of armed forces and the glorification of military power. European
nations competed in arms races, particularly between Germany and Britain, which escalated fears
and suspicion. This military preparedness made countries more willing to resort to force when
disputes arose.



Imperialism
Imperialism contributed to global rivalries as major powers competed for colonies and resources.
Conflicts over territories in Africa and Asia increased antagonism among European countries,
further complicating international relations and alliances.

The Alliance System
The system of alliances created a network of mutual defense agreements that divided Europe into
two main blocs: the Triple Entente (France, Russia, and Britain) and the Triple Alliance (Germany,
Austria-Hungary, and Italy). These alliances were intended to provide security but ultimately
ensured that a localized conflict could escalate into a larger war.

Nationalism’s impact on ethnic tensions

Arms races and military buildup

Colonial competition and imperial rivalries

Formation of opposing military alliances

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary on June 28, 1914, is widely
recognized as the immediate trigger of World War I. This event is a focal point in the lesson,
explaining how a single act set off a chain reaction among the great powers.

Background of the Assassination
Franz Ferdinand was heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and his visit to Sarajevo was seen as
provocative by nationalist groups. The region was rife with ethnic tensions, particularly from
Serbian nationalist organizations seeking independence or unification with Serbia.

The Assassination Event
Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Black Hand, a secret Serbian nationalist society, assassinated the
Archduke and his wife. This act was intended to strike a blow against Austro-Hungarian rule and
promote Slavic nationalism.



Immediate Reactions
The assassination shocked Europe, leading Austria-Hungary to issue an ultimatum to Serbia. The
harsh demands and Serbia’s partial refusal escalated tensions, making diplomatic resolution difficult
and setting the stage for war.

The Alliance System and Escalation
The lesson explains how the alliance system transformed a regional conflict into a world war. The
obligations imposed by these alliances forced nations to choose sides and mobilize their forces
rapidly, broadening the scope of the conflict.

Role of the Triple Alliance
Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy were bound by mutual defense agreements. Austria-Hungary’s
declaration of war on Serbia activated Germany’s support against Russia and France, leading to a
wider confrontation.

Role of the Triple Entente
France, Russia, and Britain formed a counterbalance to the Triple Alliance. Russia mobilized in
defense of Serbia, while France prepared for war against Germany. Britain’s involvement came
later, influenced by its commitments and strategic interests.

Chain Reaction of Declarations
The complex web of alliances meant that each declaration of war triggered another. This domino
effect resulted in most of Europe being embroiled in conflict within weeks of the assassination.

Austria-Hungary’s ultimatum to Serbia

Russia’s mobilization to defend Serbia

Germany’s support of Austria-Hungary

France and Britain’s entry into the war

The July Crisis and Declarations of War
The July Crisis refers to the period of diplomatic tension following the assassination, culminating in
the outbreak of war. This section of the lesson outlines the key events and decisions that led to the



declarations of war across Europe.

Diplomatic Efforts and Failures
Despite some attempts at negotiation, the rigid positions of the powers and mutual distrust
prevented a peaceful resolution. Austria-Hungary’s insistence on harsh terms and Germany’s
encouragement of a hardline stance escalated the crisis.

Mobilization and War Declarations
Once diplomatic efforts failed, countries began mobilizing their armies. Austria-Hungary declared
war on Serbia on July 28, 1914, followed by Russia’s mobilization, Germany’s declarations against
Russia and France, and Britain’s subsequent declaration against Germany.

Impact on Civilians and Governments
The rapid escalation caught many governments and populations off guard, leading to widespread
mobilization and the onset of total war. The political landscape shifted dramatically as nations
prepared for a prolonged conflict.

Early Military Actions and Mobilization
The lesson concludes by examining the initial military strategies and movements that occurred as
World War I began. This early phase set the tone for the prolonged and devastating warfare that
followed.

Germany’s Schlieffen Plan
Germany implemented the Schlieffen Plan, aiming to quickly defeat France by advancing through
Belgium before turning east to face Russia. This plan dictated much of the early fighting and directly
led to Britain’s entry into the war due to the invasion of neutral Belgium.

Russia’s Mobilization
Russia’s large but less industrialized army mobilized slowly but posed a significant threat on the
Eastern Front. The dual-front war challenged Germany’s strategic planning.

Trench Warfare and Stalemate
Early battles on the Western Front soon devolved into trench warfare, characterized by stalemates
and heavy casualties. This static form of warfare defined much of the conflict’s duration.



Execution of the Schlieffen Plan

Invasion of Belgium and British response

Russian military mobilization challenges

Development of trench warfare

Frequently Asked Questions

What event is commonly considered the immediate cause of
World War 1?
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary on June 28, 1914.

Which countries were part of the Triple Entente at the start of
World War 1?
France, Russia, and the United Kingdom.

What was the main alliance opposing the Triple Entente?
The Triple Alliance, consisting of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy.

How did alliances contribute to the outbreak of World War 1?
Alliances created a chain reaction where countries were obligated to support their allies, turning a
regional conflict into a global war.

What role did nationalism play in the lead-up to World War 1?
Nationalism increased tensions by promoting pride and competition among nations, and nationalist
movements in areas like the Balkans destabilized the region.

What was the significance of the July Crisis in 1914?
The July Crisis was the series of diplomatic and military escalations following the assassination,
leading to the declaration of war.

Why was the Balkans region known as the 'powder keg of
Europe' before World War 1?
Because of its ethnic tensions, nationalist uprisings, and rivalries among great powers, making it
highly unstable.



What was Germany's military plan at the start of World War 1?
The Schlieffen Plan, which aimed to quickly defeat France in the west before turning to fight Russia
in the east.

Which country declared war first in World War 1?
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914.

How did militarism contribute to the start of World War 1?
Militarism led to an arms race and increased military preparedness, making countries more willing
to resort to war.

Additional Resources
1. The Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman
This classic historical account details the first month of World War I, exploring the political missteps,
military strategies, and key figures that led to the outbreak of the war. Tuchman’s vivid narrative
brings to life the tense atmosphere and critical decisions that shaped the early days of the conflict. It
is an essential read for understanding how the war began.

2. The First World War: A Very Short Introduction by Michael Howard
Michael Howard provides a concise yet comprehensive overview of World War I, focusing on its
origins, major battles, and global impact. This book is ideal for students and readers looking for a
clear and accessible introduction to the war’s beginnings and its broader significance.

3. World War I: The Definitive Visual History by R.G. Grant
This richly illustrated book covers the entire scope of World War I, with a particular emphasis on
how the war started. It combines photographs, maps, and detailed explanations to help readers
understand the complex causes and initial events of the conflict.

4. To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914-1918 by Adam Hochschild
Hochschild explores the social and political tensions that contributed to the start of World War I,
highlighting the human stories behind the grand historical narrative. This book offers insight into
the varied reactions to the war’s outbreak and the moral questions it raised.

5. The Origins of the First World War by James Joll
James Joll’s scholarly work delves deeply into the political, economic, and social factors that led to
the beginning of World War I. This book is particularly useful for understanding the complex web of
alliances and rivalries that triggered the conflict.

6. 1914: The Year the World Ended by Margaret MacMillan
Margaret MacMillan presents a compelling account of the year 1914, exploring the events and
decisions that precipitated the war. Her narrative sheds light on the personalities and political
dynamics that played crucial roles in the outbreak of World War I.

7. Europe's Last Summer: Who Started the Great War in 1914? by David Fromkin
Fromkin offers a provocative analysis of the origins of World War I, arguing that the war was not



inevitable but the result of specific decisions made in the summer of 1914. This book challenges
traditional interpretations and is an engaging resource for understanding the war’s beginnings.

8. The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914 by Christopher Clark
Christopher Clark’s comprehensive study examines the complex and often bewildering series of
events and decisions that led Europe into war. His work highlights the shared responsibility among
nations and the unintended consequences that sparked the conflict.

9. World War I for Kids: A History with 21 Activities by R. Conrad Stein
Designed for younger readers, this book introduces the causes and early events of World War I in an
engaging and accessible way. It includes activities that help students understand the historical
context and significance of the war’s outbreak.
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