ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice

ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice was a critical component of the Advanced Placement
Literature and Composition exam administered in 2018. This section tested students' abilities to
analyze prose and poetry passages, evaluate literary techniques, and demonstrate comprehension of
complex texts. The multiple-choice portion of the exam is designed to assess analytical skills,
reading comprehension, and familiarity with various literary devices. Understanding the structure,
question types, and key content areas covered by the 2018 exam can significantly aid students in
preparation for future AP Literature tests. This article explores the format, content, and strategies
surrounding the ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section, providing detailed insights into its
composition and expectations.
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Overview of the AP Literature Exam 2018 Multiple
Choice Section

The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section was structured to evaluate students’ literary
analysis skills through a series of passages followed by related questions. This section typically
accounted for approximately 45 minutes and included 55 questions that assessed reading
comprehension and literary interpretation. The passages were selected from a broad range of
genres, including poetry, prose fiction, and drama. Each passage was accompanied by multiple
questions that examined various elements such as theme, tone, diction, syntax, and figurative
language. The format required students to read carefully and interpret the texts critically.

Exam Timing and Scoring

The multiple choice portion of the AP Literature exam in 2018 was timed strictly, allowing 1 minute
per question on average. The section was scored on a scale that contributed to the overall exam
score, making performance here crucial for achieving a high composite score. Due to the exam’s
competitive nature, time management and accuracy were key factors in success.



Purpose and Focus

This section’s primary focus was on literary analysis rather than recall of literary facts or
biographical knowledge. Questions emphasized close reading, interpretation of literary devices, and
understanding the author’s intent. The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice was designed to
simulate the analytical reading and thinking skills expected at the college level.

Types of Passages and Questions Featured

The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section featured a variety of literary genres and styles
to challenge students’ versatility. Passages ranged from classical to modern literature,
encompassing different cultural and historical contexts. This diversity helped test students’ ability to
analyze unfamiliar texts and adapt to different writing styles.

Genres Included

e Poetry: Selections from various time periods and poetic forms, focusing on meter, imagery,
and figurative language.

e Prose Fiction: Excerpts from novels and short stories that explored character development,
narrative perspective, and thematic elements.

e Drama: Passages from plays that illustrated dialogue, stage directions, and dramatic
techniques.

Question Types

The multiple choice questions were designed to assess multiple analytical skills. The question
categories included:

e Literal Comprehension: Questions requiring understanding of the text’s explicit meaning.

e Interpretive Analysis: Questions focused on deeper meanings, symbolism, and thematic
implications.

e Literary Devices Identification: [tems asking students to recognize and interpret
metaphors, similes, irony, tone, and more.

e Structural Analysis: Questions that examined how form and structure influenced meaning.



e Author’s Purpose and Tone: Items exploring the writer’s intent and the emotional
atmosphere of the passage.

Common Literary Devices Tested

The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section frequently tested knowledge of a wide array of
literary devices essential for in-depth text analysis. Mastery of these devices was critical for
answering questions accurately and efficiently.

Figurative Language

Questions often targeted students’ ability to detect and interpret figurative language such as
metaphor, simile, personification, and symbolism. Understanding how these devices contribute to
meaning and tone was a fundamental skill.

Sound and Rhythm in Poetry

Poetry questions emphasized meter, rhyme scheme, alliteration, assonance, and other sound
devices. Recognizing these elements helped students appreciate the passage’s musicality and
thematic depth.

Syntax and Diction

The exam frequently probed how sentence structure and word choice affected tone and emphasis.
Students were required to analyze shifts in syntax or unusual diction to better understand the
author’s stylistic choices.

Irony and Tone

Identifying irony—whether verbal, situational, or dramatic—and discerning tone were common
tasks. These questions helped test students’ ability to read beyond the literal level and grasp the
subtleties of the text.

Strategies for Approaching the Multiple Choice



Questions

Success on the ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section depended not only on literary
knowledge but also on effective test-taking strategies. Efficient reading and analytical skills were
essential under the time constraints.

Active Reading Techniques

Active reading involved annotating the passages by noting tone shifts, unfamiliar vocabulary, and
important literary devices. This practice enabled students to quickly locate evidence when
answering questions.

Elimination Process

Often, questions contained distractors—plausible but incorrect answers. Using the process of
elimination helped narrow down options and increased the likelihood of selecting the correct
answer.

Time Management

Allocating roughly one minute per question ensured that students could complete the section.
Skipping and returning to difficult questions prevented getting stuck and losing valuable time.

Understanding Question Stems Carefully

Reading questions thoroughly to identify exactly what was being asked—whether it was about
theme, tone, or literary devices—helped avoid common pitfalls and misinterpretations.

Analysis of Sample Questions from the 2018 Exam

Reviewing sample questions from the ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section provides
insight into the exam’s complexity and expectations. These examples illustrate typical passages and
question formats encountered.



Sample Poetry Passage Question

A poem excerpt might be followed by questions asking for the identification of the speaker’s tone,
the significance of a metaphor, or the effect of enjambment on the poem’s rhythm. For example, a
question could ask how the use of alliteration enhances the poem’s mood.

Sample Prose Passage Question

An excerpt from a novel could be accompanied by questions about narrative point of view, character
motivation, or thematic development. A typical question might involve analyzing the author’s use of
diction to reveal a character’s internal conflict.

Common Correct Answer Approaches

Successful answers often required close textual evidence and avoidance of overgeneralization. The
best responses demonstrated clear understanding of literary elements within the passage’s context
rather than relying on outside knowledge.

1. Careful reading of the passage to identify key elements.
2. Attention to wording of questions to focus on precise literary techniques.
3. Use of elimination to discard distractor answers.

4. Selection of answers grounded explicitly in the text.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of passages were included in the 2018 AP
Literature multiple-choice section?

The 2018 AP Literature multiple-choice section included a variety of literary passages such as prose
fiction, poetry, and drama excerpts to test students' analytical skills.

How many questions were on the 2018 AP Literature multiple-
choice exam?

The 2018 AP Literature multiple-choice section consisted of 55 questions to be answered in 60
minutes.



What skills are primarily assessed in the AP Literature
multiple-choice section?

The multiple-choice section assesses skills such as literary analysis, understanding of figurative
language, tone, theme, and interpretation of literary devices.

Were any specific authors or works repeatedly referenced in
the 2018 AP Literature multiple-choice questions?

While the exam includes a diverse range of authors and works, no specific author or work dominated
the 2018 multiple-choice questions, ensuring a broad coverage of literary styles.

How should students prepare for the 2018 AP Literature
multiple-choice section?

Students should practice close reading of various literary genres, familiarize themselves with
literary devices, and complete timed practice tests similar to the 2018 exam format.

Did the 2018 AP Literature multiple-choice section include
poetry analysis questions?

Yes, the 2018 exam included poetry passages requiring students to analyze elements like meter,
imagery, and tone.

What was the difficulty level of the 2018 AP Literature
multiple-choice questions compared to previous years?

The 2018 multiple-choice section maintained a consistent difficulty level compared to prior years,
balancing challenging analysis with accessible passages.

Are official answer explanations available for the 2018 AP
Literature multiple-choice exam?

Yes, the College Board provides sample questions and scoring guidelines, and various educational
resources offer detailed explanations for the 2018 multiple-choice questions.

Additional Resources

1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

This classic novel explores themes of wealth, decadence, and the American Dream through the
tragic story of Jay Gatsby. Set in the Roaring Twenties, it examines social stratification and the
illusions of self-made success. The novel's rich symbolism and complex characters make it a frequent
subject on AP Literature exams.

2. Beloved by Toni Morrison



A powerful narrative about slavery's lasting impact, "Beloved" tells the story of Sethe, a former
enslaved woman haunted by her past. Morrison uses magical realism and intense emotional depth to
explore memory and trauma. This novel is often studied for its intricate narrative structure and
thematic complexity.

3. Hamlet by William Shakespeare

One of Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies, "Hamlet" delves into themes of revenge, madness, and
mortality. The play's rich language, soliloquies, and complex character motivations provide ample
material for literary analysis. It remains a staple for AP Literature exam questions on
characterization and thematic development.

4. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

This novel follows the life of the strong-willed orphan Jane Eyre as she overcomes adversity and
societal expectations. Themes of love, morality, and social class are explored through Jane’s personal
growth and relationships. Its gothic elements and narrative style make it a popular choice for exam
passages.

5. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Set in Puritan New England, this novel examines themes of sin, guilt, and redemption through the
story of Hester Prynne. Hawthorne’s use of symbolism and moral complexity often features in AP
Literature multiple-choice questions. The book offers rich opportunities for analyzing character and
theme.

6. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

This novella explores imperialism and human nature through Marlow’s journey into the Congo.
Conrad’s dense, symbolic prose and unreliable narration invite deep literary analysis. The work’s
critique of colonialism and darkness within humanity is frequently examined in AP Literature
contexts.

7. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

A modernist novel focusing on a single day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway, it explores themes of
time, memory, and identity. Woolf’s stream-of-consciousness narrative technique challenges
traditional storytelling forms. The novel’s experimental style often appears in AP Literature exams to
test understanding of narrative voice and structure.

8. Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky

This psychological novel centers on Raskolnikov, a man who commits murder and grapples with guilt
and redemption. Dostoevsky’s exploration of morality, conscience, and existential angst provides
rich material for literary analysis. Its complex characters and philosophical themes are relevant to
AP Literature exam questions.

9. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Set in the American South during the Great Depression, this novel addresses racial injustice and
moral growth through the eyes of young Scout Finch. Themes of innocence, empathy, and social
prejudice are central to the narrative. The book’s accessible yet profound storytelling often features
in AP Literature multiple-choice sections.
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