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ap literature multiple choice 2017 is a crucial component of the Advanced Placement Literature and

Composition exam that challenges students' critical reading and analytical skills. This section of the

exam tests the ability to interpret complex literary texts, identify literary devices, and understand

thematic elements within a variety of genres. The 2017 multiple choice questions reflected a broad

range of literary periods and styles, requiring students to engage with poetry, prose, and drama in a

nuanced manner. Understanding the structure and content of the 2017 exam can provide valuable

insights for students preparing for future AP Literature tests. This article explores the format, question

types, strategies for success, and analysis of sample questions from the ap literature multiple choice

2017 section. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how to approach this challenging

part of the exam effectively.
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Overview of the AP Literature Multiple Choice 2017 Exam

The ap literature multiple choice 2017 section consisted of approximately 55 questions to be

answered within 60 minutes. This portion of the exam aimed to evaluate students' ability to read and

interpret excerpts from a wide range of literary works. The passages selected for the 2017 exam

spanned genres including poetry, prose fiction, and drama, making it essential for students to be

versatile in their analytical skills. The questions assessed comprehension, interpretation, and the ability

to analyze literary techniques and themes. High performance in this section required both quick

reading and deep understanding of complex texts under time pressure.

Purpose and Scope of the 2017 Exam

The primary purpose of the 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section was to measure how well

students could engage with challenging literature and provide evidence-based interpretations. The

exam emphasized critical thinking over memorization, encouraging students to infer meaning, identify

tone and mood, and recognize the function of literary devices in context. The scope included texts

from classical to modern periods, allowing for a diverse set of literary voices and styles.

Format and Question Types

The format of the ap literature multiple choice 2017 section was designed to test a range of reading

and interpretive skills through various question types. Students encountered both direct comprehension

questions and more complex analytical prompts. The questions were organized around several reading

passages, each followed by multiple items.

Passage-Based Questions

Each passage in the 2017 exam came with a series of questions focusing on different aspects of the

text. These included inquiries about:



Literal comprehension of the passage

Interpretation of themes and motifs

Analysis of tone, mood, and style

Identification and effect of literary devices such as imagery, symbolism, and irony

Author’s purpose and narrative techniques

Question Formats

The questions varied in format but generally required students to select the best answer from four

choices. Some questions assessed vocabulary in context, while others required inference and

evaluation of the text's structure or meaning. The diversity of question formats ensured a

comprehensive assessment of reading skills.

Strategies for Approaching the 2017 Multiple Choice Section

Success in the ap literature multiple choice 2017 section depended heavily on strategic reading and

test-taking techniques. Managing time efficiently while maintaining a high level of comprehension was

essential.

Active Reading and Annotation

Students were encouraged to read passages actively by annotating key points, noting literary devices,

and identifying shifts in tone or perspective. This approach helped in answering questions accurately

and quickly by having a clear roadmap of the passage's structure and meaning.



Prioritizing Questions and Time Management

Given the time constraint, allocating an average of about one minute per question was recommended.

Students were advised to answer easier questions first and mark more challenging ones for review.

This method minimized the risk of spending too much time on any single item.

Process of Elimination

When uncertain about an answer, eliminating clearly incorrect choices improved the odds of selecting

the right one. Paying attention to subtle differences in answer choices often made it possible to discern

the best response despite ambiguity.

Detailed Analysis of Sample Questions

Reviewing sample questions from the ap literature multiple choice 2017 exam provides insight into

the types of reasoning required and common pitfalls.

Poetry Passage Example

One poetry passage featured imagery-rich language and complex syntax. Questions asked about the

overall mood conveyed by the poem, the significance of certain metaphors, and the impact of sound

devices like alliteration. For instance, a question might require identifying how the poem’s tone shifts

between stanzas and what this reveals about the speaker’s emotional state.

Prose Fiction Passage Example

A prose fiction excerpt from the 2017 exam focused on character development and narrative voice.

Questions analyzed the narrator’s reliability, the use of irony, and the thematic implications of specific

plot events. Understanding the context within the passage was vital to correctly interpreting the



author’s intent and the subtext behind dialogue.

Drama Passage Example

The drama passage included dialogue and stage directions that required students to interpret

character motivations and dramatic tension. Questions might explore how language choices contribute

to suspense or how a character’s actions reveal underlying conflicts.

Common Literary Devices Tested in 2017

The ap literature multiple choice 2017 section frequently tested knowledge of a variety of literary

devices essential for literary analysis. Awareness of these devices enabled students to decode

meaning and answer questions effectively.

Key Literary Devices

Imagery: Use of vivid sensory details to create mental pictures.

Symbolism: Objects, characters, or events representing larger concepts.

Irony: Contrasts between expectation and reality, including verbal, situational, and dramatic irony.

Alliteration and Assonance: Repetition of consonant and vowel sounds to enhance rhythm.

Tone and Mood: Attitude of the author or speaker and the emotional atmosphere created.

Metaphor and Simile: Comparisons that deepen meaning.

Point of View: Perspective from which the story is told, affecting interpretation.



Preparation Tips for Future Exams

Preparing for the multiple choice section of the AP Literature exam, particularly with respect to the

style of the 2017 test, involves targeted practice and skill development.

Regular Practice with Diverse Texts

Engaging with a wide range of literature, including poetry, classic and contemporary fiction, and drama,

mirrors the variety encountered on the exam. Practicing with excerpts similar to those from the 2017

test enhances familiarity with complex literary language and themes.

Timed Practice Tests

Simulating test conditions by completing practice multiple choice sections within the time limit helps

improve speed and accuracy. Reviewing errors carefully to understand misconceptions or gaps in

knowledge is equally important.

Building Literary Vocabulary

Developing a solid understanding of literary terms and devices is crucial. Familiarity with these

concepts enables swift identification and analysis during the exam.

Analytical Writing for Reinforcement

Writing brief analyses of passages boosts comprehension and critical thinking skills. This practice

translates into better performance on both multiple choice and free-response sections.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were commonly covered in the AP Literature multiple

choice section in 2017?

The 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section commonly covered topics such as close reading of

prose and poetry, analysis of literary devices, themes, tone, and characterization.

How many questions were there in the AP Literature multiple choice

section in 2017?

The AP Literature multiple choice section in 2017 consisted of 55 questions to be answered in 1 hour.

What types of literary works were included in the 2017 AP Literature

multiple choice questions?

The 2017 AP Literature multiple choice questions included excerpts from novels, short stories, and

poems from a range of time periods and literary movements.

Were the 2017 AP Literature multiple choice questions more focused

on poetry or prose?

The 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section featured a balanced mix of poetry and prose passages

to assess students' analytical skills across different literary forms.

What strategies were recommended for approaching the 2017 AP

Literature multiple choice section?

Recommended strategies included careful reading of the passage, annotating key literary devices,

eliminating clearly wrong answers, and managing time effectively during the 60-minute section.



Did the 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section include questions

on literary theory or historical context?

While the 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section primarily focused on textual analysis, some

questions required understanding of historical or cultural context to interpret the passage accurately.

Where can students find practice questions similar to the 2017 AP

Literature multiple choice section?

Students can find practice questions similar to the 2017 AP Literature multiple choice section in official

College Board released exams, AP prep books, and reputable online educational resources.

Additional Resources

1. AP Literature Multiple Choice Practice Questions 2017

This book offers a comprehensive collection of practice multiple-choice questions specifically tailored

for the 2017 AP Literature exam. It includes detailed answer explanations to help students understand

the reasoning behind each correct choice. The questions cover a wide range of literary themes,

periods, and styles, providing thorough preparation for the exam format.

2. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature 2017

Designed to guide students through the AP Literature exam content, this book breaks down complex

literary concepts into manageable steps. It features practice multiple-choice questions modeled after

the 2017 exam, along with strategies for analyzing prose and poetry. The book also includes full-length

practice tests and review sections to reinforce learning.

3. CliffsNotes AP English Literature and Composition, 3rd Edition

This guide provides a concise review of literary terms, devices, and key concepts frequently tested on

the AP Literature exam. The 2017 edition includes updated practice questions and sample tests to

reflect the exam’s format. It is an excellent resource for students seeking to improve their reading



comprehension and analytical skills for multiple-choice sections.

4. The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP English Literature & Composition Exam 2017

Offering extensive practice for the 2017 AP Literature exam, this book includes numerous multiple-

choice questions with detailed answer explanations. It also provides test-taking strategies and tips to

help students approach challenging passages with confidence. The review covers a broad spectrum of

literary works and genres, ensuring well-rounded preparation.

5. AP English Literature & Composition Premium, 2017-2018: 6 Practice Tests + Comprehensive

Review

This premium prep book contains six full-length multiple-choice tests that mirror the 2017 AP Literature

exam format. Each test is followed by in-depth answer explanations and analysis. Additionally, the

book offers comprehensive content reviews and practice exercises focused on critical reading and

literary analysis.

6. Barron’s AP English Literature and Composition, 7th Edition

Barron’s guide is a well-established resource for AP Literature exam preparation, updated to include

practice questions aligned with the 2017 exam style. It features numerous multiple-choice questions,

essay prompts, and study tips to build students’ confidence. The book emphasizes understanding

literary elements and improving critical reading skills.

7. AP English Literature Multiple Choice Workbook

This workbook is dedicated entirely to multiple-choice practice for AP Literature students preparing for

exams like the 2017 test. It offers a variety of question sets that target key literary concepts and

analytical reading skills. Detailed answer keys help students track their progress and identify areas

needing improvement.

8. REA’s AP English Literature Crash Course, 2nd Edition

Focusing on efficient review and practice, this crash course provides a targeted overview of the AP

Literature exam content, including multiple-choice questions from the 2017 exam cycle. It highlights

essential literary terms and analysis techniques necessary for success. The book is ideal for last-



minute review and quick concept reinforcement.

9. How to Prepare for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam, 7th Edition

This preparation guide includes numerous practice multiple-choice questions that simulate the style

and difficulty of the 2017 AP Literature exam. It offers strategies for reading comprehension, literary

analysis, and time management during the test. The book also provides sample essays and

explanations to enhance overall exam readiness.
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