APUSH PERIOD 2 STUDY GUIDE

APUSH PERIOD 2 STUDY GUIDE OFFERS A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE KEY THEMES, EVENTS, AND DEVELOPMENTS IN AMERICAN
HISTORY FROM 1607 To 1754. THIS PERIOD, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE COLONIAL ERA, MARKS THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
GROWTH OF EUROPEAN COLONIES IN NORTH AMERICA AND THE COMPLEX INTERACTIONS AMONG NATIVE AMERICANS, EUROPEAN
SETTLERS, AND AFRICAN POPULATIONS. UNDERSTANDING THIS ERA IS CRUCIAL FOR MASTERING THE AP UNITED STATES
HISTORY EXAM, AS IT LAYS THE GROUNDWORK FOR LATER REVOLUTIONARY AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS. THIS STUDY GUIDE
WILL EXPLORE THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS THAT SHAPED EARLY COLONIAL
AMERICA. |T INCLUDES AN ANALYSIS OF COLONIAL REGIONS, LABOR SYSTEMS, RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS, AND THE EVOLVING
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN COLONIES AND EUROPEAN POWERS. THE CONTENT IS STRUCTURED TO FACILITATE A COMPREHENSIVE
GRASP OF PERIOD 2°S SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF U.S. HISTORY.

CoLoNIAL FOUNDATIONS AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

LABOR SYSTEMS AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES

o ReLIGIous AND CULTURAL LIFe IN THE COLONIES

INTERACTIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS AND EUROPEAN POWERS

PoLiTicaL DEVELOPMENTS AND COLONIAL GOVERNANCE

CoLoNIAL FOUNDATIONS AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

THe PerioD FROM 1607 To 1754 WITNESSED THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GROWTH OF THE THIRTEEN BRITISH COLONIES, EACH
DEVELOPING DISTINCT REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS. COLONIES WERE GENERALLY CATEGORIZED INTO NEW ENGLAND, MIDDLE, AND
SOUTHERN REGIONS, EACH WITH UNIQUE ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES, SOCIAL STRUCTURES, AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS. THIS
REGIONAL DIVERSITY AFFECTED THE COLONIES’ SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS.

New ENGLAND COLONIES

NEW ENGLAND COLONIES, INCLUDING MASSACHUSETTS, CONNECTICUT, RHODE ISLAND, AND NEW HAMPSHIRE, WERE FOUNDED
PRIMARILY BY PURITANS SEEKING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. T HESE COLONIES EMPHASIZED COMMUNITY, RELIGIOUS CONFORMITY, AND
EDUCATION. THE ECONOMY WAS BASED ON SMALL-SCALE FARMING, FISHING, SHIPBUILDING, AND TRADE, SUPPORTED BY A
RELATIVELY HOMOGENEOUS POPULATION.

MipbLe CoLONIES

THe MipbLE CoLONIES, SUCH AS NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, AND DELAWARE, WERE CHARACTERIZED BY GREATER
ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY. THEY HAD FERTILE LAND SUITABLE FOR FARMING AND BECAME KNOWN FOR GRAIN PRODUCTION
AND COMMERCE. THE REGION'S CULTURAL PLURALISM FOSTERED RELATIVELY TOLERANT SOCIETIES WITH VARIED RELIGIOUS
PRACTICES.

SoUTHERN COLONIES

SOUTHERN COLONIES— VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, AND GEORGIA—RELIED HEAVILY ON
PLANTATION AGRICULTURE. CASH CROPS LIKE TOBACCO, RICE, AND INDIGO DOMINATED THE ECONOMY. THESE COLONIES
DEVELOPED HIERARCHICAL SOCIETIES WITH LARGE LANDOWNERS WIELDING SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC POWER,
SUPPORTED BY ENSLAVED AFRICAN LABOR.



LABOR SYSTEMS AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURES

LABOR AND ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN COLONIAL AMERICA EVOLVED SIGNIFICANTLY DURING PERIOD 2, SHAPING SOCIAL HIERARCHIES
AND REGIONAL ECONOMIES. V ARIOUS FORMS OF LABOR, INCLUDING INDENTURED SERVITUDE AND AFRICAN SLAVERY, WERE
INSTRUMENTAL IN SUSTAINING COLONIAL ECONOMIES, ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTHERN PLANTATIONS.

INDENTURED SERVITUDE

INDENTURED SERVITUDE WAS A CRUCIAL LABOR SYSTEM IN THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD, PARTICULARLY IN THE CHESAPEAKE
REGION. POOR EUROPEANS AGREED TO WORK FOR A FIXED TERM IN EXCHANGE FOR PASSAGE TO AMERICA. WHILE THIS SYSTEM
SUPPLIED LABOR INITIALLY, IT DECLINED AS THE DEMAND FOR A MORE PERMANENT LABOR FORCE INCREASED.

AFRICAN SLAVERY

By THE LATE 177TH CENTURY, AFRICAN SLAVERY BECAME THE DOMINANT LABOR SYSTEM IN THE SOUTHERN COLONIES. SLAVERY
W AS CODIFIED INTO LAW, CREATING A RIGID RACIAL HIERARCHY. ENSLAVED AFRICANS LABORED ON PLANTATIONS PRODUCING
TOBACCO, RICE, AND INDIGO, FUELING THE COLONIAL ECONOMY AND LINKING IT TO THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE.

EconoMic ACTIVITIES BY REGION

o NEW ENGLAND: FISHING, SHIPBUILDING, LUMBER, AND SMALL-SCALE FARMING
o MippLE COLONIES: GRAIN PRODUCTION, LIVESTOCK, AND COMMERCE

¢ SOUTHERN COLONIES: PLANTATION AGRICULTURE FOCUSED ON CASH CROPS

ReLiGious AND CULTURAL LIFe IN THE COLONIES

RELIGION PROFOUNDLY INFLUENCED COLONIAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNITY LIFE DURING PERIOD 2. THE COLONIES EXPERIENCED
RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY AND CONFLICT, WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF DISTINCT CULTURAL IDENTITIES AND LAID
THE FOUNDATION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM DEBATES IN LATER AMERICAN HISTORY.

THe GREAT AWAKENING

THE GREAT AWAKENING WAS A MAJOR RELIGIOUS REVIVAL IN THE 1730s AND 1740s THAT SWEPT THROUGH THE COLONIES.
[T EMPHASIZED EMOTIONAL SPIRITUALITY, INDIVIDUAL PIETY, AND CHALLENGED ESTABLISHED CLERGY AUTHORITY. THIS
MOVEMENT FOSTERED NEW DENOMINATIONS AND INCREASED RELIGIOUS PARTICIPATION, CONTRIBUTING TO SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
CHANGES.

ReLiGious DIVERSITY AND T OLERANCE

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE VARIED BY COLONY, WITH SOME LIKE RHODE ISLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA PROMOTING FREEDOM OF
WORSHIP, WHILE OTHERS, ESPECIALLY IN NEW ENGLAND, ENFORCED RELIGIOUS CONFORMITY. THE MIDDLE COLONIES WERE NOTED
FOR THEIR PLURALISM, HOSTING QUAKERS, CATHOLICS, LUTHERANS, JEWS, AND OTHERS.



EbucATION AND PRINT CULTURE

EDUCATION WAS CLOSELY TIED TO RELIGIOUS OBJECTIVES, PARTICULARLY IN NEW ENGLAND WHERE LITERACY WAS
ENCOURAGED TO ENABLE BIBLE READING. THE PERIOD ALSO SAW THE RISE OF PRINT CULTURE, INCLUDING NEWSPAPERS,
PAMPHLETS, AND SERMONS, WHICH SPREAD IDEAS AND FOSTERED A SHARED COLONIAL IDENTITY.

INTERACTIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS AND EUROPEAN POWERS

PERIOD 2 WAS MARKED BY COMPLEX RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, EUROPEAN COLONISTS, AND
COMPETING EUROPEAN EMPIRES. THESE INTERACTIONS INVOLVED CONFLICT, TRADE, ALLIANCES, AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES,
DEEPLY INFLUENCING THE COLONIAL LANDSCAPE.

NATIVE AMERICAN RELATIONS

COLONISTS” RELATIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS RANGED FROM COOPERATIVE TRADE PARTNERSHIPS TO VIOLENT CONFLICTS.
COMPETITION FOR LAND AND RESOURCES OFTEN LED TO WARS, SUCH AS THE PEQuUOT W AR IN NEW ENGLAND AND BACON’s
REBELLION IN VIRGINIA, WHICH HAD SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES.

EuroPEAN RIVALRIES AND CoLONIAL COMPETITION

EUROPEAN POWERS INCLUDING BRITAIN, FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE NETHERLANDS VIED FOR CONTROL OF NORTH AMERICAN
TERRITORIES. THESE RIVALRIES SHAPED COLONIAL POLICIES AND ALLIANCES, WITH BRITAIN ULTIMATELY CONSOLIDATING POWER
BY 1754. THE COMPETITION ALSO AFFECTED NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, WHO FORMED STRATEGIC ALLIANCES \WITH DIFFERENT
EUROPEAN POWERS.

TrRADE NETWORKS

THE COLONIAL ECONOMY WAS INTEGRATED INTO TRANSATLANTIC AND INTERCOLONIAL TRADE NETWORKS. THE TRIANGULAR
TRADE CONNECTED AFRICA, THE AMERICAS, AND EUROPE, INVOLVING THE EXCHANGE OF GOODS, ENSLAVED PEOPLE, AND RA\W
MATERIALS. THIS SYSTEM REINFORCED ECONOMIC DEPENDENCIES AND SOCIAL HIERARCHIES WITHIN THE COLONIES.

PoLiTicAL DeveLoPMENTS AND COLONIAL GOVERNANCE

THE GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES OF THE COLONIES EVOLVED THROUGHOUT PERIOD 2, REFLECTING A BLEND OF ENGLISH POLITICAL
TRADITIONS AND LOCAL ADAPTATIONS. COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES, ROYAL GOVERNORS, AND INFORMAL POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS
PLAYED ROLES IN SHAPING THE EARLY AMERICAN POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

CoLoNIAL GOVERNMENTS

COLONIAL GOVERNMENTS VARIED, BUT MOST INCLUDED A GOVERNOR APPOINTED BY THE CROWN OR PROPRIETOR, AND AN
ELECTED ASSEMBLY REPRESENTING COLONISTS. THESE ASSEMBLIES GAINED POWER OVER TIME, ESPECIALLY REGARDING TAXATION
AND LOCAL LAWS, SETTING PRECEDENTS FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT.

DEMOCRATIC PRACTICES AND LIMITATIONS

W/HILE COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES ALLOWED SOME DEGREE OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT, VOTING RIGHTS WERE TYPICALLY
RESTRICTED TO WHITE MALE PROPERTY OWNERS. \X/OMEN, NATIVE AMERICANS, AND ENSLAVED AFRICANS WERE EXCLUDED FROM
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION, REFLECTING THE ERA’S SOCIAL HIERARCHIES.



CONFLICTS AND RESISTANCE

POLITICAL TENSIONS SOMETIMES LED TO RESISTANCE AGAINST COLONIAL AUTHORITIES, SUCH AS IN BAcon’s REBELLION, \WHERE
SETTLERS CHALLENGED THE COLONIAL GOVERNMENT'S POLICIES TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES.
THESE UPRISINGS HIGHLIGHTED UNDERLYING SOCIAL AND POLITICAL STRAINS THAT WOULD INFLUENCE FUTURE REVOLUTIONARY
SENTIMENTS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT TIME FRAME DOES APUSH PerIOD 2 COVER?

APUSH Periob 2 covers THE YEARS 1607 To 1754, FOCUSING ON THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BRITISH COLONIES DURING PERIOD 2°

THe BRITISH COLONIES IN PERIOD 2 WERE CHARACTERIZED BY DIVERSE ECONOMIES INCLUDING AGRICULTURE, TRADE, AND
SLAVERY; THE DEVELOPMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENTS; AND INCREASING TENSIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS AND
EUROPEAN POWERS.

How DID THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY EVOLVE DURING APUSH Periob 2?

DURING PERIOD 2, SLAVERY BECAME MORE CODIFIED AND WIDESPREAD, ESPECIALLY IN THE SOUTHERN COLONIES, WITH LAWS
INCREASINGLY DEFINING AFRICAN SLAVES AS LIFELONG PROPERTY, SOLIDIFYING A RACIAL CASTE SYSTEM.

\W/HAT ROLE DID RELIGION PLAY IN THE COLONIES DURING PERIOD 2?

RELIGION PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE, WITH PURITANISM DOMINATING NEW ENGLAND, THE RISE OF THE GREAT AW AKENING
CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY, AND RELIGIOUS TOLERATION BEGINNING TO DEVELOP IN COLONIES LIKE
MARYLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA.

How DID INTERACTIONS BETWEEN NATIVE AMERICANS AND COLONISTS DEVELOP DURING
THIS PERIOD?

INTERACTIONS WERE COMPLEX, INVOLVING TRADE, ALLIANCES, AND FREQUENT CONFLICTS, SUCH AS KING PHILIPs \X/AR, AS
COLONISTS EXPANDED AND DISPLACED NATIVE AMERICAN POPULATIONS.

\WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND GREAT AWAKENING DURING
PerioD 2°?

THE ENLIGHTENMENT INTRODUCED IDEAS OF REASON AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, INFLUENCING COLONIAL POLITICAL THOUGHT, WHILE
THE GREAT AWAKENING REVITALIZED RELIGIOUS FERVOR AND CHALLENGED ESTABLISHED CHURCHES, CONTRIBUTING TO A SENSE
OF SHARED AMERICAN IDENTITY.

How DID ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES DIFFER AMONG THE NEW ENGLAND, MIDDLE, AND
SOUTHERN COLONIES IN PERIOD 2°

NEW ENGLAND COLONIES FOCUSED ON SHIPBUILDING, FISHING, AND SMALL-SCALE FARMING; MIDDLE COLONIES HAD DIVERSE

AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE; SOUTHERN COLONIES RELIED HEAVILY ON PLANTATION AGRICULTURE AND SLAVE LABOR,
PRODUCING CASH CROPS LIKE TOBACCO AND RICE.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. AMERICAN PAGEANT: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, PERIOD 2 EDITION

THIS COMPREHENSIVE TEXTBOOK COVERS AMERICAN HISTORY FROM THE EARLY COLONIAL PERIOD THROUGH THE
REVOLUTIONARY W AR, MAKING IT IDEAL FOR APUSH PERIOD 2 STUDY. T OFFERS DETAILED NARRATIVES, PRIMARY SOURCES,
AND ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS THAT HELP STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC DYNAMICS OF THE
17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE DEVELOPMENT OF COLONIAL SOCIETIES AND THE GROWING
TENSIONS THAT LED TO INDEPENDENCE.

2. Give Me LigerTY! AN AMERICAN HisTOrRY, VoLume 1: To 1877

EriC FONER’S RENOWNED WORK PROVIDES A THOROUGH EXPLORATION OF EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY, INCLUDING THE COLONIAL

ERA AND THE FORMATION OF AMERICAN IDENTITY. THE PERIOD 2 CONTENT FOCUSES ON COLONIZATION, CULTURAL EXCHANGES,

AND THE EVOLUTION OF POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. TS ENGAGING WRITING STYLE AND INCLUSION OF DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES MAKE
IT A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR APUSH STUDENTS.

3. CoLoNIAL AMERICA: A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION

THIS CONCISE BOOK OFFERS A FOCUSED OVERVIEW OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES DURING THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, IDEAL
FOR QUICK REVIEW AND FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING. |T COVERS THE ECONOMIC, RELIGIOUS, AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
THAT SHAPED THE COLONIES, AS WELL AS INTERACTIONS WITH NATIVE AMERICANS. THE BRIEF FORMAT HELPS STUDENTS GRASP
ESSENTIAL THEMES WITHOUT OVERWHELMING DETAIL.

4. APUSH Periop 2 Stupy Guipe: COLONIAL AMERICA AND THE ROAD TO REVOLUTION

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR APUSH STUDENTS, THIS STUDY GUIDE BREAKS DOWN KEY CONCEPTS, EVENTS, AND FIGURES FROM
PERIOD 2. T INCLUDES SUMMARIES, TIMELINES, AND PRACTICE QUESTIONS THAT REINFORCE UNDERSTANDING OF COLONIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY AMERICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT. THIS GUIDE IS PERFECT FOR EXAM PREPARATION AND CLARIFYING
COMPLEX TOPICS.

5. THe AMERICAN COLONIES: FROM SETTLEMENT TO INDEPENDENCE

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND GROW TH OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES, EMPHASIZING ECONOMIC TRENDS,
SOCIAL STRUCTURES, AND POLITICAL CONFLICTS. |T PROVIDES DETAILED ACCOUNTS OF COLONIAL GOVERNANCE AND THE
IMPACT OF EUROPEAN POWERS ON THE NEW W/ ORLD. |TS THOROUGH ANALYSIS SUPPORTS A DEEPER COMPREHENSION OF THE
FOUNDATIONS LEADING TO THE REVOLUTIONARY ERA.

6. EARLY AMERICAN HisTORY: 1607-1776

COVERING THE PERIOD FROM THE FOUNDING OF JAMESTOWN TO THE EVE OF THE REVOLUTION, THIS BOOK OFFERS A
CHRONOLOGICAL APPROACH TO EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE DIVERSITY OF COLONIAL EXPERIENCES, INCLUDING
REGIONAL DIFFERENCES AND THE ROLES OF VARIOUS GROUPS SUCH AS NATIVE AMERICANS, AFRICANS, AND EUROPEAN SETTLERS.
THE TEXT AIDS STUDENTS IN CONNECTING HISTORICAL EVENTS TO LARGER THEMES IN PErIOD 2.

7. LiBerTY, EQUALITY, Power: A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN PeoPLE, \/OLUME ]

THIS VOLUME EXPLORES THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL TRANSFORMATIONS OF EARLY AMERICA, FOCUSING ON THE STRUGGLES FOR
LIBERTY AND THE EVOLUTION OF POWER STRUCTURES. |T EXAMINES HOW IDEAS ABOUT FREEDOM AND GOVERNANCE DEVELOPED
DURING THE COLONIAL PERIOD. THE BOOK’S BALANCED PERSPECTIVE MAKES IT USEFUL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF
PERIOD 2 HISTORY.

8. CoLoNIAL AMERICA IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES

A DETAILED STUDY OF THE ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, AND POLITICAL LIFE IN AMERICA’S COLONIES, THIS BOOK COVERS MAJOR
DEVELOPMENTS SUCH AS MERCANTILISM, SLAVERY, AND RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS. |T PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO DAILY LIFE AND THE
BROADER FORCES SHAPING COLONIAL SOCIETY. THIS RESOURCE SUPPORTS A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THE PERIOD’S
CHALLENGES AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

9. APUSH Periop 2 Review: Key TermS, PEOPLE, AND EVENTS

THIS REVIEW BOOK IS TAILORED TO HELP APUSH STUDENTS MASTER THE ESSENTIAL VOCABULARY AND FIGURES FROM PERIOD
2. |T OFFERS CLEAR DEFINITIONS, CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS, AND EXAMPLE QUESTIONS TO TEST KNOWLEDGE. |TS FOCUSED
CONTENT MAKES IT A PRACTICAL TOOL FOR REINFORCING LEARNING AND BOOSTING EXAM CONFIDENCE.
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