
ar 600 8 10 leaves and passes
ar 600 8 10 leaves and passes is a critical component of military personnel management
within the United States Army, detailing the regulations and procedures for granting
leaves and passes to soldiers. Understanding AR 600-8-10 is essential for both service
members and command personnel to ensure compliance with military standards and to
maintain operational readiness. This article provides a comprehensive overview of AR
600-8-10 leaves and passes, explaining their definitions, eligibility criteria, approval
processes, and distinctions between various types of authorized absence. Additionally, the
article covers the responsibilities of commanders and soldiers regarding leave requests, as
well as the impact of leaves and passes on military duties. By exploring these topics,
readers will gain a clear understanding of how AR 600-8-10 governs time away from duty
and promotes the welfare of Army personnel. The following sections will delve into the
specifics of leave types, pass categories, application procedures, and regulatory
compliance.
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Overview of AR 600-8-10
AR 600-8-10 is the Army Regulation that governs leaves and passes for military personnel.
The regulation establishes the framework for granting authorized absences, ensuring that
leaves and passes are managed consistently across all Army units. It defines the terms,
processes, and limitations associated with time off, balancing the needs of soldiers with
the operational requirements of the Army. AR 600-8-10 also outlines the responsibilities of
both commanders and soldiers in managing leave requests and maintaining accountability
during absences. This regulation is a vital reference for maintaining discipline and morale
within the force.

Purpose and Scope
The primary purpose of AR 600-8-10 is to provide a standardized policy for managing
leaves and passes, ensuring fair and equitable treatment of all soldiers. It covers active
duty soldiers, reservists on active duty, and other eligible military personnel. The



regulation applies to both short-term absences, such as passes, and longer authorized
leaves, detailing the conditions under which each may be approved. AR 600-8-10 also
addresses the documentation, record-keeping, and reporting requirements related to
leaves and passes.

Key Definitions in AR 600-8-10
The regulation defines important terms such as “leave,” “pass,” “authorized absence,” and
“absence without leave (AWOL).” Leave typically refers to an authorized absence of 24
hours or more, while passes are shorter periods off duty, typically less than 24 hours.
These definitions clarify the distinctions between types of absences and help commanders
apply the regulation appropriately.

Types of Leave under AR 600-8-10
AR 600-8-10 outlines several types of leave available to soldiers, each serving different
purposes and governed by specific rules. Understanding these types is essential for proper
application and management of leave requests.

Ordinary Leave
Ordinary leave is the most common type of leave granted to soldiers for rest, relaxation,
and personal affairs. It is charged against the soldier’s accrued leave balance and requires
prior approval from the commander. Ordinary leave can range from one day to several
weeks, depending on the circumstances and operational needs.

Emergency Leave
Emergency leave is granted in situations involving family emergencies, such as serious
illness or death of a family member. This leave type allows soldiers to address urgent
personal matters and is typically approved rapidly to accommodate the soldier’s needs.
Emergency leave may be charged against leave balances or granted without charge under
certain conditions.

Convalescent Leave
Convalescent leave is authorized for soldiers recovering from illness or injury, allowing
them time to recuperate before returning to duty. It is granted on the recommendation of
medical authorities and does not count against the soldier’s leave balance. Commanders
must ensure that convalescent leave is properly documented and justified.



Excess Leave
Excess leave occurs when a soldier takes leave beyond their accrued balance. It is
generally discouraged and requires explicit approval from higher authority. Soldiers on
excess leave may face administrative actions if the leave is unauthorized or improperly
managed.

Passes and Their Classifications
Passes are short-term authorized absences granted under AR 600-8-10, allowing soldiers
temporary relief from duty without charging leave. Passes differ from leave in duration,
purpose, and approval criteria. They help maintain morale while ensuring operational
readiness.

Types of Passes
Passes are classified into several categories based on duration and conditions:

Normal Pass: Typically a 4-hour pass granted during non-duty hours or weekends.

Regular Pass: Usually a 24-hour pass granted for a short period, often over
weekends or holidays.

Special Pass: Granted for specific reasons, such as special events or holidays, and
may vary in length.

Eligibility for Passes
Eligibility for passes depends on the soldier’s duty status, conduct, and operational
requirements. Commanders assess whether granting a pass will affect unit readiness or
mission accomplishment. Soldiers must adhere to the conditions set forth in the pass and
return to duty promptly.

Eligibility and Approval Process
The process for obtaining leave or passes under AR 600-8-10 involves clear eligibility
criteria and formal approval procedures to maintain accountability and operational
effectiveness.

Eligibility Requirements
Soldiers must generally be in good standing and comply with Army policies to be eligible



for leave or passes. Factors such as accrued leave balance, duty performance, and security
clearance status may influence eligibility. Certain types of leave, like emergency or
convalescent leave, have specific eligibility conditions.

Application Procedures
Leave requests are typically submitted through formal channels, such as the Defense
Travel System or unit leave forms. Soldiers must provide necessary documentation and
justification for the requested absence. Passes may require less formal application but still
need command approval.

Command Approval
Commanders have the authority to approve or deny leave and pass requests based on
mission requirements and soldier eligibility. They must ensure that granting leave does
not compromise unit readiness or violate policy. Command approval is documented to
maintain a clear record of authorized absences.

Responsibilities of Soldiers and Commanders
Both soldiers and commanders have specific responsibilities under AR 600-8-10 to ensure
proper management of leaves and passes and to uphold military discipline.

Soldiers’ Responsibilities
Soldiers are responsible for submitting accurate and timely leave or pass requests,
adhering to authorized absence periods, and maintaining communication with their chain
of command. They must report promptly upon return and account for their whereabouts
during the absence.

Commanders’ Responsibilities
Commanders are tasked with reviewing and approving leave and pass requests, ensuring
compliance with AR 600-8-10, and maintaining records of authorized absences. They must
balance soldiers’ welfare with mission requirements and take corrective action in cases of
unauthorized absence.

Accountability and Reporting
Maintaining accountability during leaves and passes is critical. Commanders track soldier
whereabouts, update personnel records, and report any irregularities. This accountability
supports operational planning and prevents unauthorized absences.



Impact of Leaves and Passes on Military Service
Leaves and passes under AR 600-8-10 play a significant role in maintaining soldier morale,
physical and mental health, and overall mission effectiveness. Properly managed absences
contribute to a balanced military lifestyle and reduce burnout.

Morale and Welfare
Authorized leaves and passes provide soldiers with necessary rest and time to address
personal matters, which enhances morale and job satisfaction. This, in turn, supports
retention and readiness.

Operational Readiness
While leaves and passes grant time off, they are carefully controlled to ensure that unit
operational readiness is not compromised. Commanders schedule absences strategically to
maintain continuous mission capability.

Legal and Administrative Considerations
AR 600-8-10 governs the legal framework surrounding leaves and passes, helping to
prevent issues such as absence without leave (AWOL) or desertion. Proper adherence to
the regulation protects both soldiers and commands from administrative or disciplinary
problems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is AR 600-8-10 about?
AR 600-8-10 is the Army Regulation that governs leaves and passes for soldiers, outlining
policies and procedures for authorized absences from duty.

Who is eligible for leave under AR 600-8-10?
All active duty soldiers, Reserve, and National Guard personnel are eligible for leave
under AR 600-8-10, subject to command approval and operational requirements.

What types of leave are covered in AR 600-8-10?
AR 600-8-10 covers various types of leave including ordinary leave, emergency leave,
convalescent leave, and permissive temporary duty (PTDY).



How is leave requested and approved according to AR
600-8-10?
Leave is requested through the soldier's chain of command using appropriate forms or
electronic systems, and approval is granted based on availability, mission requirements,
and command discretion.

What are passes under AR 600-8-10 and how do they
differ from leave?
Passes are short-term authorized absences (typically less than 3 days) that do not require
charge to leave, whereas leave is a longer authorized absence that deducts from a
soldier's leave balance.

Can leave be taken in conjunction with passes under AR
600-8-10?
Yes, passes can sometimes be taken before or after leave periods to extend time off
without using additional leave days, subject to command approval.

What happens if a soldier overstays leave or a pass
according to AR 600-8-10?
Overstaying leave or a pass may result in disciplinary action, including being placed in
unauthorized absence (UA) status, which can lead to administrative or punitive
consequences.

How does AR 600-8-10 address leave during
deployments?
AR 600-8-10 provides guidance on leave policies during deployments, including provisions
for rest and recuperation leave and emergency leave to support soldier welfare during
operational assignments.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding AR 600-8-10: Leaves and Passes Explained
This book offers a comprehensive breakdown of the Army Regulation 600-8-10, focusing
on leaves and passes policies. It explains the rules, eligibility, and procedures soldiers
must follow to request and use leave effectively. Ideal for both new soldiers and
commanders, it clarifies common questions and scenarios.

2. The Soldier’s Guide to Leave and Passes Under AR 600-8-10
Designed as a practical handbook, this guide helps soldiers navigate the complexities of
taking leave and passes as outlined in AR 600-8-10. It includes step-by-step instructions,
sample leave requests, and tips for ensuring compliance with Army policies to avoid



disciplinary issues.

3. Military Leave Management: Policies and Best Practices
This book delves into the administrative side of military leave, with a strong focus on AR
600-8-10 guidelines. It is an essential resource for leaders and human resource personnel
who manage soldier leave, detailing best practices, common pitfalls, and how to balance
operational readiness with soldier welfare.

4. AR 600-8-10 Compliance for Commanders
Targeted at commanders and unit leaders, this title emphasizes the leadership
responsibilities involved in enforcing and approving leaves and passes. It provides insights
into maintaining unit discipline while supporting soldiers’ needs, as well as legal
considerations and documentation requirements.

5. Leaves and Passes: Navigating Army Regulations
This book breaks down the key elements of AR 600-8-10 in an easy-to-understand format,
making it accessible to soldiers at all levels. It covers various types of leave, including
emergency, permissive, and ordinary leave, and explains how to properly document and
report leave usage.

6. Effective Leave Planning for Soldiers
Focusing on personal time management within the framework of AR 600-8-10, this book
helps soldiers plan their leaves strategically to maximize rest and recovery without
compromising their duties. It also addresses how to handle unexpected circumstances
requiring last-minute leave.

7. Military Leave Law and Regulations Handbook
This handbook provides a detailed legal perspective on AR 600-8-10, highlighting the
rights and obligations of soldiers when taking leave and passes. It discusses regulatory
updates, appeals processes, and how to address disputes related to leave denials.

8. The Complete Guide to Army Passes and Leave Policies
Covering the full spectrum of leave types and pass privileges, this comprehensive guide
explains AR 600-8-10 in detail. It includes case studies, frequently asked questions, and
practical advice for both soldiers and administrative staff.

9. Mastering AR 600-8-10: Leaves and Passes for Military Career Success
This book emphasizes the importance of understanding and adhering to leave and pass
regulations for career progression. It provides strategies for balancing personal time with
professional responsibilities and highlights how proper leave management can positively
impact evaluations and promotions.
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