army asu uniform setup guide

army asu uniform setup guide is essential for all military personnel who want to ensure proper
presentation and adherence to United States Army standards. This comprehensive guide covers the
essential components of the Army Service Uniform (ASU), including proper wear, combination of
uniform items, and the regulations governing insignias, badges, and decorations. Understanding the
ASU is critical for both daily wear and formal occasions, as it reflects professionalism and respect for
military tradition. This article will explain the standard setup, customization options, and maintenance
tips for the uniform. By following this guide, service members can confidently assemble their ASU to
meet Army regulations and maintain a sharp appearance. The guide also addresses common
qguestions and provides helpful lists for quick reference.
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Understanding the Army Service Uniform (ASU)

The Army Service Uniform (ASU) is the formal dress uniform worn by U.S. Army soldiers for official
ceremonies, functions, and daily business. Introduced to unify the appearance of the Army, the ASU
replaced older uniforms and reflects the heritage and professionalism of the military. It is designed to
be both practical and symbolic, representing the Army’s values and traditions. The ASU consists of a
dark blue coat and trousers, worn with a light blue shirt and various accouterments. Soldiers must be
familiar with the official regulations outlined in Army Regulation 670-1 to ensure compliance with
uniform standards.

History and Purpose

The ASU was officially adopted in 2008 to replace the green Class A and Class B uniforms. It combines
elements from previous uniforms while introducing a modern, distinctive look. Its purpose is to
present a uniform appearance for soldiers across all ranks and branches, fostering esprit de corps and
respect during formal occasions.

Regulatory Framework

The Army regulates the ASU under Army Regulation 670-1, which specifies how the uniform should be
worn, the placement of insignias, and authorized components. Adhering to these regulations is



mandatory for all soldiers, as improper wear can result in disciplinary action.

Components of the Army ASU

The Army ASU comprises several key components, each with specific standards for wear and
appearance. Understanding these parts is essential for assembling the uniform correctly.

Coat and Trousers

The foundation of the ASU is the dark blue coat and matching trousers. The coat features gold buttons
embossed with the Great Seal of the United States and is tailored to fit precisely. Trousers are also
dark blue and must be hemmed to the proper length for a professional appearance.

Shirt and Neckwear

A light blue long-sleeve shirt is standard under the coat. Soldiers wear a black necktie with the coat
and a neck tab with the female service uniform variant. The shirt must be clean, pressed, and
properly fitted to maintain the uniform’s sharp presentation.

Footwear

Black leather dress shoes or boots are required. They should be polished to a high shine and free of
scuffs or damage. The footwear must complement the overall appearance of the ASU without drawing
undue attention.

Headgear

The standard headgear is the blue service cap with a gold band for officers and a black band for
enlisted personnel. The cap must be worn squarely on the head and aligned properly with the
uniform. Alternative headgear includes berets, depending on the soldier’s unit and duty assignment.

Additional Accessories

Accessories include the black leather belt with a gold buckle, gloves for specific ceremonies, and
authorized outerwear such as the ASU overcoat or raincoat. These items must conform to Army
specifications to ensure uniformity.

Proper Setup and Wearing of the ASU

Correct setup and wear of the Army ASU are critical to maintaining a professional military
appearance. Soldiers must follow precise guidelines to ensure their uniform meets all regulatory



standards.

Fitting and Tailoring

The ASU must fit the soldier properly, with tailoring done as necessary to avoid bagginess or
tightness. The coat sleeves should end near the wrist bone, and trousers should break slightly over
the shoes. Proper fit enhances both comfort and presentation.

Buttoning and Orientation

The coat should be buttoned correctly, typically with all buttons fastened except the bottom one on
the enlisted version. The collar should lie flat, and lapels should align symmetrically. The shirt collar
must be worn inside the coat collar neatly.

Neckwear and Shirt Placement

The necktie or neck tab must be tied correctly and centered. The shirt must be tucked in neatly, with
no visible wrinkles or bunching. Proper neckwear adds to the uniform’s formality and professionalism.

Proper Footwear Wear

Shoes should be polished and laced properly. Socks worn with the ASU must be black and extend
above the ankle. Footwear condition and appearance are often scrutinized during inspections.

Ensure all buttons are secured and aligned

Keep the uniform wrinkle-free and clean

Wear authorized insignias and decorations correctly

Maintain polished shoes and appropriate socks

Wear headgear according to regulations

Insignias, Badges, and Decorations Placement

Insignias, badges, and decorations are important elements of the Army ASU that convey a soldier’s
rank, qualifications, and achievements. Proper placement is strictly regulated to maintain uniformity
and respect for military symbols.



Rank Insignia

Rank insignia are worn on the shoulder epaulets or collar, depending on the uniform version and
soldier’s rank. Enlisted personnel typically wear rank on the shoulder loops, while officers wear collar
insignias. Placement must be centered and level.

Unit and Command Insignia

Unit crests and shoulder sleeve insignia are worn on the left sleeve or above the left breast pocket,
depending on the item. These insignias identify the soldier’s current unit or previous combat service.

Badges and Tabs

Badges such as the Combat Infantryman Badge or Expert Marksmanship Badge are worn above the
ribbons on the left chest. Tabs, like the Ranger or Special Forces tab, are worn on the shoulder or
sleeve as specified.

Medals and Ribbons

Ribbons are arranged in rows on the left chest above the pocket. Medals are worn during formal
functions, suspended from ribbons on the left chest. Proper spacing and alignment are crucial for a
neat and professional appearance.

Maintenance and Care of the ASU

Proper maintenance and care of the Army ASU ensure longevity and a consistently sharp look.
Soldiers are expected to keep their uniforms clean, pressed, and in good repair at all times.

Cleaning and Pressing

The ASU coat and trousers should be dry cleaned regularly to preserve fabric quality and color. Shirts
require laundering and ironing to maintain a crisp appearance. Shoes must be polished regularly to
prevent dullness and damage.

Storage and Handling

Uniforms should be stored on sturdy hangers in a cool, dry place to avoid wrinkles and fabric
deterioration. Protective garment bags can prevent dust accumulation. Shoes should be stored with
shoe trees to maintain shape.



Repair and Replacement

Damaged or worn components should be repaired promptly or replaced according to Army standards.
This includes buttons, insignias, belts, and footwear. Maintaining the uniform in excellent condition
reflects a soldier’s pride and discipline.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the essential components of the Army ASU uniform
setup?

The essential components of the Army ASU (Army Service Uniform) setup include the ASU coat,
trousers or skirt, service shirt, necktie or neck tab, black belt with gold buckle, black dress shoes, and
appropriate insignia and badges.

How should the Army ASU uniform be properly fitted?

The Army ASU uniform should be tailored to fit snugly but comfortably. The coat should lie flat without
pulling, sleeves should end just above the wrist bone, and trousers should have a slight break over
the shoes. Proper fit ensures a sharp and professional appearance.

What is the correct placement of rank and insignia on the
Army ASU uniform?

Rank insignia are worn on the shoulder epaulets or collar depending on the rank and uniform type.
Unit insignia and badges are placed on the left side of the coat, above the pocket, while ribbons and
awards go above the right pocket. All insignia must be aligned and centered according to Army
regulations.

Can you explain the proper grooming standards when wearing
the Army ASU?

When wearing the Army ASU, soldiers must adhere to Army grooming standards which include a neat
and conservative haircut, clean-shaven or well-maintained facial hair as per regulations, and minimal
jewelry. Uniform must be clean, pressed, and shoes polished to maintain a professional appearance.

Are there any seasonal variations or modifications allowed for
the Army ASU uniform?

Yes, the Army ASU uniform allows for seasonal variations such as the option to wear a long-sleeve or
short-sleeve service shirt, and the use of a necktie or neck tab. Additionally, during colder months, a
black wool overcoat may be worn. However, all modifications must comply with official Army uniform
regulations.



Additional Resources

1. The Complete Army ASU Uniform Guide

This comprehensive manual covers every aspect of the Army Service Uniform (ASU), from proper
wear and appearance to detailed instructions on insignia placement. It includes the latest updates
and regulations to ensure soldiers maintain a professional and uniform look. Ideal for both new
recruits and seasoned personnel seeking to refresh their knowledge.

2. Mastering the Army ASU: A Step-by-Step Setup Guide

Designed as a practical handbook, this book breaks down the ASU uniform setup into easy-to-follow
steps. With clear illustrations and tips from military experts, it helps soldiers avoid common mistakes
and achieve the perfect uniform presentation. The guide also discusses the significance of each
uniform component.

3. Army ASU Regulations and Proper Wear Manual

Focusing on the official regulations governing the Army Service Uniform, this book provides an in-
depth analysis of Army policies. It includes excerpts from Army regulations, detailed diagrams, and
explanations to help soldiers comply fully with uniform standards. A must-have for those responsible
for uniform inspections.

4. Uniform Excellence: The Army ASU Edition

This title emphasizes the importance of pride and precision in wearing the ASU. It offers practical
advice on tailoring, maintenance, and accessorizing the uniform to uphold Army traditions. The book
also shares stories of soldiers who exemplify uniform excellence in their daily service.

5. The Soldier’s Guide to Wearing the ASU with Confidence

Beyond just setup, this guide addresses the mindset and discipline involved in presenting oneself in
the Army Service Uniform. It includes motivational insights and professional tips to help soldiers wear
their ASU with pride and confidence. The book also covers grooming standards related to uniform
appearance.

6. Army ASU Insignia and Awards Placement Handbook

This specialized guide focuses exclusively on the correct placement of insignia, badges, ribbons, and
awards on the ASU. Detailed photographs and diagrams clarify the positioning rules, ensuring soldiers
display their achievements accurately. It is an essential resource for personnel involved in uniform
preparation.

1. Field to Formal: Transitioning Your Army Uniform to the ASU

This book helps soldiers understand how to transition smoothly from combat or field uniforms to the
formal Army Service Uniform. It outlines the differences in setup, components, and occasions for
wear. Tips on cleaning and maintenance make it a valuable reference for maintaining uniform
standards.

8. Army ASU Tailoring and Alterations Handbook

Focusing on fit and comfort, this guide provides instructions on tailoring the ASU for various body
types while adhering to Army standards. It includes advice for common alterations, ensuring the
uniform looks sharp and professional. A useful tool for soldiers and military tailors alike.

9. The History and Evolution of the Army Service Uniform
Offering a historical perspective, this book traces the development of the ASU from its origins to the
present day. It highlights changes in design, regulations, and symbolism, providing context to the



modern uniform setup. Perfect for those interested in the tradition behind the Army’s formal attire.
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