articles of confederation vs constitution
worksheet answer key

articles of confederation vs constitution worksheet answer key provides a detailed
guide to understanding the fundamental differences between the Articles of Confederation
and the United States Constitution. This comparison is crucial for students and educators
alike to grasp how the early framework of American government evolved into the more
robust system in place today. The worksheet answer key aims to clarify key concepts such
as the distribution of power, weaknesses of the Articles, and the improvements introduced
by the Constitution. This comprehensive article will explore the historical context, structural
differences, and the significance of both documents in shaping the nation’s governance.
Additionally, it will assist learners in navigating common questions found in educational
worksheets addressing this topic. The following sections will serve as a structured overview
for those seeking thorough and accurate information on the articles of confederation vs
constitution worksheet answer key.
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Historical Context of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation served as the first constitution of the United States, drafted
during the Revolutionary War period. Adopted by the Continental Congress in 1777 and
ratified by all thirteen states by 1781, the Articles created a loose confederation of
sovereign states united for common defense and diplomacy. This framework reflected the
colonies’ desire to maintain state independence while cooperating on essential matters.
The Articles established a congress with limited powers, reflecting the fear of centralized
authority that had been experienced under British rule. Understanding this historical
context is essential for comprehending why the Articles were eventually replaced by the
Constitution.

Purpose and Intent Behind the Articles

The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to unite the thirteen states in a



manner that preserved their sovereignty and freedom. The drafters intended to create a
national government strong enough to conduct foreign affairs and coordinate the war effort
but weak enough to prevent tyranny. The Articles represented a compromise between the
need for unity and the desire for state autonomy.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation outlined the structure and powers of the national government.
It established a unicameral legislature called the Congress of the Confederation, where
each state had one vote regardless of size. The government under the Articles lacked
separate executive and judicial branches, which limited its ability to enforce laws or settle
disputes between states.

Government Structure under the Articles

The Articles created a single branch of government:

e Legislative Branch: Congress was the sole body responsible for legislation, foreign
policy, and military matters.

* No Executive Branch: There was no president or centralized executive authority.

¢ No National Judiciary: The Articles provided no federal court system to interpret
laws or adjudicate conflicts.

This structure reflected a decentralized approach that prioritized state sovereignty over a
strong centralized government.

Limitations and Weaknesses of the Articles

While the Articles of Confederation established a foundational government, they exhibited
significant weaknesses that hindered effective governance. These limitations eventually led
to calls for a new constitution.

Main Weaknesses of the Articles

The Articles of Confederation had several critical weaknesses, including:

1. Lack of Taxation Power: Congress could not levy taxes and depended on voluntary
state contributions, resulting in financial difficulties.

2. No Regulation of Commerce: The national government could not regulate
interstate or international trade, causing economic disputes.



3. Unanimous Consent for Amendments: Any changes to the Articles required
unanimous approval from all thirteen states, making reforms nearly impossible.

4. Weak Central Authority: The absence of an executive branch meant there was no
enforcement mechanism for congressional decisions.

5. Inability to Raise a Standing Army: Congress relied on state militias without the
authority to maintain a permanent military force.

These weaknesses exposed the inefficacy of the Articles in managing national challenges
during the post-Revolutionary War period.

Development and Adoption of the U.S.
Constitution

The inadequacies of the Articles of Confederation prompted the Constitutional Convention
of 1787, where delegates drafted a new governing document: the United States
Constitution. This constitution created a stronger federal government with a system of
checks and balances to prevent abuse of power. It was ratified by the states in 1788 and
replaced the Articles as the supreme law of the land.

Key Changes Introduced by the Constitution

The Constitution introduced several fundamental changes, such as:

e Separation of Powers: Establishment of three branches of government—Ilegislative,
executive, and judicial.

e Federalism: Division of power between the national government and the states.

» Taxation and Commerce Regulation: Congress was granted the power to levy
taxes and regulate trade.

 Amendment Process: A more flexible procedure for modifying the Constitution.

e Creation of a Strong Executive: Establishment of the presidency to enforce laws
and conduct foreign policy.

These adaptations addressed the shortcomings of the Articles and created a durable
framework for governance.

Comparative Analysis: Articles of Confederation



vs Constitution

Understanding the differences between the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution is
critical for grasping the evolution of American government. This comparison highlights how
the Constitution rectified the weaknesses of the Articles while preserving core democratic
ideals.

Comparison of Structure and Powers

The following points illustrate key differences:

e Legislature: The Articles had a unicameral legislature with equal representation for
states; the Constitution created a bicameral Congress with the House of
Representatives based on population and the Senate with equal state representation.

* Executive Branch: Absent under the Articles; established under the Constitution with
defined powers and responsibilities.

* Judiciary: No national courts under the Articles; the Constitution established a federal
court system including the Supreme Court.

» Taxation and Revenue: Articles lacked power to tax; Constitution granted Congress
authority to tax citizens directly.

* Amendment Process: Articles required unanimous consent; Constitution allowed
amendments with approval from two-thirds of Congress and three-fourths of states.

Impact on National Unity and Governance

The Articles emphasized state sovereignty, which resulted in a weak central government
and limited national cohesion. In contrast, the Constitution strengthened federal authority,
enabling a more unified and effective national government. This shift facilitated economic
growth, defense, and international diplomacy while balancing power between states and
the federal government.

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Worksheets comparing the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution often focus on
identifying differences, understanding causes of change, and recognizing the significance of
each document. Below are sample questions commonly found on such worksheets along
with their answer keys to assist learners.



Sample Worksheet Questions

1. What was the main reason the Articles of Confederation were replaced?

2. Describe the structure of the government under the Articles of Confederation.
3. List three weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

4. How did the Constitution address the issue of taxation?

5. Explain the difference in the legislative branch between the Articles and the
Constitution.

Answer Key Highlights

e Question 1: The Articles were replaced due to their inability to create a strong
central government capable of managing national issues such as taxation, commerce,
and defense.

¢ Question 2: The government under the Articles had a unicameral legislature with
equal votes for each state and no executive or judicial branches.

* Question 3: Weaknesses include lack of power to tax, inability to requlate interstate
commerce, and requirement of unanimous consent for amendments.

¢ Question 4: The Constitution gave Congress the power to levy taxes directly on
individuals and businesses.

e Question 5: The Articles had a single-chamber Congress with equal representation,
whereas the Constitution created a bicameral legislature with proportional
representation in the House and equal representation in the Senate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the main purpose of the Articles of
Confederation?

The main purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to establish a national government
for the newly independent American states while preserving the sovereignty and
independence of each state.



How did the Articles of Confederation structure the
government?

The Articles of Confederation created a single-chamber legislature called the Confederation
Congress, with no executive or judicial branches, giving limited powers to the central
government.

What were some weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation mentioned in the worksheet?

Weaknesses included the lack of power to tax, no national court system, no executive to
enforce laws, and difficulty passing laws due to the requirement of a supermajority.

How did the Constitution address the weaknesses of
the Articles of Confederation?

The Constitution created a stronger federal government with separate executive,
legislative, and judicial branches, gave Congress power to tax, regulate commerce, and
enforce laws.

What is one key difference between the legislative
branches under the Articles and the Constitution?

Under the Articles, there was a unicameral legislature with equal representation for each
state, while the Constitution established a bicameral legislature with proportional
representation in the House and equal representation in the Senate.

Why was the ability to tax important in the transition
from the Articles to the Constitution?

The lack of taxing power under the Articles left the government unable to pay debts or fund
operations, so the Constitution granted Congress the authority to levy taxes to ensure
financial stability.

According to the worksheet answer key, how did the
Articles of Confederation protect state sovereignty?

The Articles gave most powers to the individual states and limited the central government’s
authority, ensuring states retained their independence and control over local matters.

What role did the Constitution assign to the executive
branch that was missing in the Articles?

The Constitution established a President as the executive branch leader to enforce laws and
manage the federal government, a role absent in the Articles of Confederation.



How did the Articles of Confederation and the
Constitution differ in handling disputes between states?

The Articles lacked a national judiciary to resolve disputes, whereas the Constitution
created a federal court system, including the Supreme Court, to adjudicate conflicts
between states.

Additional Resources

1. From Confederation to Constitution: Understanding Early American Government

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the transition from the Articles of
Confederation to the U.S. Constitution. It explains the weaknesses of the Articles and the
reasons why the Constitution was drafted. Ideal for students and educators, it includes
worksheets and answer keys to facilitate learning and assessment.

2. The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution: A Comparative Study

Focused on comparing the two foundational documents, this book breaks down their key
differences and impacts on American governance. It provides clear explanations and
includes exercises with answer keys to test comprehension. The book is perfect for
classroom use and self-study.

3. Creating the Constitution: The Struggle to Unite America

This title explores the historical context leading to the drafting of the Constitution,
highlighting the limitations of the Articles of Confederation. It includes primary source
excerpts, discussion questions, and worksheets with answer keys to deepen understanding.
The narrative style makes complex topics accessible to young readers.

4. Articles of Confederation vs. Constitution: A Teaching Guide

Designed for educators, this guide offers lesson plans, worksheets, and answer keys
focused on the debate between the Articles and the Constitution. It helps teachers facilitate
discussions on federalism, government powers, and constitutional principles. The materials
are aligned with educational standards.

5. The Road to the Constitution: From Confederation to Federalism

This book traces the evolution of American government from the Articles of Confederation
through the Constitutional Convention. It highlights key debates and compromises,
providing worksheets and answer keys for classroom use. Readers gain insight into the
challenges of forming a unified nation.

6. Understanding Early American Documents: Articles of Confederation and Constitution

A resource for middle and high school students, this book breaks down essential elements
of both documents. It includes comparison charts, vocabulary exercises, and worksheets
with answer keys to reinforce learning. The clear explanations support critical thinking
about government structure.

7. Government Foundations: Exploring the Articles of Confederation and Constitution

This title delves into the foundational principles of American government, emphasizing the
transition from the Articles to the Constitution. It offers detailed analyses, practice
questions, and answer keys to assist students in mastering the material. The book is



suitable for classroom and independent study.

8. The Constitutional Debate: Articles of Confederation vs. Constitution

Focusing on the debates at the Constitutional Convention, this book presents arguments
from both supporters and critics of the Articles and the new Constitution. It includes
primary documents, discussion prompts, and worksheets with answer keys. The balanced
approach encourages critical evaluation.

9. Founding Documents in Focus: The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

This educational book provides an in-depth look at the two documents that shaped early
America. It features side-by-side comparisons, analysis questions, and worksheets complete
with answer keys. Suitable for educators and students aiming to understand the foundation
of American government.
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