
articles of confederation worksheet answer key

articles of confederation worksheet answer key is an essential resource for educators and students

studying the foundational period of American history. This article provides a comprehensive guide to

understanding the Articles of Confederation, the first constitution of the United States, and offers

detailed explanations to common worksheet questions. It delves into the historical context, the

structure of government it established, and the weaknesses that led to its eventual replacement by the

U.S. Constitution. Using an articles of confederation worksheet answer key facilitates better

comprehension of this critical era, helping learners grasp the significance of early American

governance and its challenges. This article will also explore how these answer keys can be used

effectively in classroom settings and self-study to reinforce knowledge retention and critical thinking

skills. The following sections will cover an overview of the Articles of Confederation, key features and

weaknesses, typical worksheet questions with answers, and practical tips for educators.
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Weaknesses and Challenges

Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key
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Overview of the Articles of Confederation



The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first constitution of the United States,

creating a framework for national government during the Revolutionary War and the early years of

independence. This document established a confederation of sovereign states united under a weak

central government. Each state retained significant independence and sovereignty, with the national

government limited primarily to diplomatic and military powers. The articles reflected the American

colonies’ wariness of centralized authority following their experience with British rule.

Historical Context

The Articles of Confederation were drafted in 1777 by the Continental Congress and took several

years to be ratified by all thirteen states. The delay was largely due to disputes over western land

claims and concerns about the extent of federal power. The articles were designed to unify the states

while preserving their autonomy. This historical context is essential to understanding why the

government under the Articles was structured as a loose alliance rather than a strong federal system.

Purpose of the Articles

The primary purpose of the Articles of Confederation was to coordinate the war effort against Britain

and to manage relations between the states. It created a single-chamber Congress with limited

powers, such as conducting foreign affairs, maintaining armed forces, and resolving disputes between

states. However, it lacked the authority to levy taxes or regulate commerce effectively, which later

contributed to significant governance issues.

Key Features of the Articles of Confederation

The articles established a unique government system based on state sovereignty and a weak central



authority. Understanding these features is crucial for interpreting questions on any articles of

confederation worksheet answer key.

Structure of Government

The government under the Articles of Confederation consisted solely of a unicameral legislature called

the Congress of the Confederation. There was no executive branch or national judiciary. Each state

had one vote in Congress regardless of size or population, emphasizing equality among states rather

than proportional representation.

Powers Granted to Congress

Congress was granted several important but limited powers, including:

Declaring war and making peace

Entering into treaties and alliances

Maintaining an army and navy

Establishing a postal system

Regulating weights and measures

Despite these powers, Congress could not impose taxes or regulate interstate commerce, relying

instead on voluntary state contributions for funding.



Weaknesses and Challenges

The Articles of Confederation had significant weaknesses that hindered effective governance and

ultimately led to their replacement by the U.S. Constitution in 1789. These limitations are often the

focus of worksheet questions and are critical for understanding early American political struggles.

Lack of Centralized Power

The absence of an executive branch and national court system meant that enforcement of laws and

resolution of disputes were inconsistent. Congress could pass laws but had no authority to enforce

them. This lack of centralized power made national coordination difficult.

Financial Difficulties

Because Congress could not levy taxes, it struggled to finance the government and repay war debts.

States often failed to contribute their requested funds, leading to chronic financial shortfalls. This fiscal

weakness is a key point in most articles of confederation worksheet answer key discussions.

Trade and Commerce Problems

Without the power to regulate interstate or international trade, the national government could not

create uniform economic policies. States often imposed tariffs on each other’s goods, creating

economic disunity and instability. This challenge highlighted the need for a stronger federal

government.



Common Worksheet Questions and Answer Key

Worksheets focusing on the Articles of Confederation typically include questions on its structure,

powers, weaknesses, and historical significance. The following are example questions along with their

answer key explanations to aid comprehension.

Sample Questions and Answers

What was the main purpose of the Articles of Confederation?1.

The main purpose was to create a unified government to manage the war effort and state

relations while preserving state sovereignty.

How many votes did each state have in Congress under the Articles?2.

Each state had one vote regardless of size or population.

What powers did Congress lack under the Articles?3.

Congress could not levy taxes, regulate interstate commerce, or enforce laws.

Why was the government under the Articles considered weak?4.

Because it lacked an executive branch, national judiciary, and sufficient authority to govern

effectively.

What issues did the inability to regulate trade cause?5.

It led to economic disunity, with states imposing tariffs on each other and no unified trade policy.



Answer Key Explanation

Each answer reflects the fundamental limitations and intentions behind the Articles of Confederation.

Using these answers helps students understand why the Articles were an important step in American

history but ultimately inadequate as a governing document. This deepens knowledge of the transition

to the U.S. Constitution.

Using the Worksheet Answer Key Effectively

Educators and students can maximize the benefits of an articles of confederation worksheet answer

key by employing several strategies that promote active learning and critical thinking.

For Educators

Use the answer key to facilitate classroom discussions, encouraging students to explain their

reasoning behind each answer.

Incorporate supplementary materials such as primary source excerpts from the Articles to

connect worksheet questions with historical documents.

Assign group activities where students compare the Articles of Confederation with the U.S.

Constitution to highlight differences and improvements.



For Students

Use the answer key to check responses after attempting the worksheet independently to

reinforce retention.

Analyze why certain powers were lacking and how these affected the government’s functionality

to develop critical thinking.

Create flashcards based on worksheet questions and answers to aid memorization of key facts.

Employing these methods ensures that the articles of confederation worksheet answer key serves not

just as a tool for correct responses but as a springboard for deeper understanding of early American

governance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of an Articles of Confederation worksheet answer

key?

An Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key provides correct answers to questions or activities

related to the Articles of Confederation, helping students and educators check understanding of the

historical document.

Where can I find a reliable Articles of Confederation worksheet answer



key?

Reliable answer keys can often be found in educational textbooks, teacher resource websites, or

through reputable history education platforms that offer worksheets on the Articles of Confederation.

What topics are typically covered in an Articles of Confederation

worksheet?

Worksheets usually cover the structure of government under the Articles, the powers and weaknesses

of the confederation, key historical events, and comparisons to the U.S. Constitution.

How can an answer key help students learn about the Articles of

Confederation?

Answer keys provide immediate feedback, clarify misconceptions, and help students verify their

responses, reinforcing their understanding of the Articles of Confederation's role in American history.

Are answer keys for Articles of Confederation worksheets suitable for

all grade levels?

Answer keys are often tailored to specific grade levels, so it's important to choose materials

appropriate for the student's comprehension level, whether elementary, middle, or high school.

Can I use an Articles of Confederation worksheet answer key for self-

study?

Yes, an answer key can be very helpful for self-study by allowing learners to independently check their

answers and deepen their knowledge of the Articles of Confederation.



Additional Resources

1. Understanding the Articles of Confederation: A Comprehensive Guide

This book provides an in-depth exploration of the Articles of Confederation, highlighting its purpose,

strengths, and weaknesses. It includes detailed explanations and answers to common worksheet

questions, making it an ideal resource for students and educators alike. The guide also offers historical

context to better understand the challenges faced by the early United States government.

2. The Articles of Confederation: Foundations of American Government

Focusing on the origins and impact of the Articles of Confederation, this book traces the development

of America’s first constitution. It offers clear answers to typical worksheet questions and includes

primary source excerpts for enhanced comprehension. Readers will gain insight into why the Articles

ultimately gave way to the U.S. Constitution.

3. Articles of Confederation Worksheet Answer Key and Study Guide

Designed as a companion to classroom worksheets, this book provides detailed answer keys and

explanations for questions related to the Articles of Confederation. It helps students solidify their

knowledge through clear, concise answers and additional context. Teachers will find it a valuable tool

for grading and lesson planning.

4. American History Worksheets: The Articles of Confederation

This resource combines worksheets with answer keys focused on the Articles of Confederation,

facilitating active learning. The book covers important events, key figures, and the political climate of

the era. It is suitable for middle and high school students studying early American government.

5. From Confederation to Constitution: The Transition in Early America

This book examines the period between the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution,

clarifying why the initial government framework was replaced. It includes answers to common

worksheet questions and discusses the limitations of the Articles. The narrative is supported by

engaging illustrations and timelines.

6. Teaching the Articles of Confederation: A Complete Answer Key



Created for educators, this book offers comprehensive answer keys for popular Articles of

Confederation worksheets. It provides background information, discussion questions, and suggested

activities to enhance classroom learning. This resource ensures teachers can effectively support

students’ understanding of early American governance.

7. Key Documents in American History: The Articles of Confederation Edition

This volume features the full text of the Articles of Confederation alongside annotated worksheets and

answer keys. Readers can analyze the original document and test their knowledge with guided

questions. The annotations help clarify complex language and concepts from the 18th century.

8. The Articles of Confederation Explained: Student Workbook and Answers

This workbook breaks down the Articles of Confederation into manageable sections with

accompanying questions and answer keys. It is designed for self-study and classroom use, promoting

critical thinking about early American political structures. The clear explanations help demystify the

historical document.

9. Early American Government: Exploring the Articles of Confederation

This educational book provides an overview of the Articles of Confederation and their role in American

history. It offers worksheets with answer keys that test comprehension and encourage deeper analysis.

The text highlights key events and challenges faced by the fledgling nation under the Articles.
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