
aw tozer the knowledge of the holy
aw tozer the knowledge of the holy is a profound exploration into the nature and character of
God, penned by renowned Christian author A.W. Tozer. This seminal work delves deeply into the
attributes of the divine, urging believers to cultivate a deeper understanding and reverence for
God's holiness. Through rich theological insights and spiritual reflections, Tozer emphasizes the
transformative power of truly knowing God beyond superficial faith. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of A.W. Tozer's classic, examining its themes, theological significance, and
enduring impact on Christian spirituality. Readers will gain valuable knowledge on how Tozer
articulates the concept of God's holiness and why it remains central to authentic Christian living.
The following sections will guide you through the key aspects of "The Knowledge of the Holy," its
main themes, and its application in contemporary faith contexts.
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Background and Author
A.W. Tozer, born in 1897, was an influential pastor, preacher, and Christian author whose works
have inspired generations. "The Knowledge of the Holy," first published in 1961, stands as one of his
most enduring contributions to Christian literature. Tozer's background as a spiritually passionate
and theologically astute leader shaped his approach to this text. He sought to awaken believers to a
more profound comprehension of God's nature, moving beyond superficial religious practice to
genuine worship grounded in truth.

The book emerged during a time when many Christians were experiencing a dilution of doctrinal
clarity. Tozer’s emphasis on holiness aimed to redirect focus to the awe-inspiring character of God.
His writing style combines poetic reverence with rigorous theological reflection, making the work
accessible yet deeply challenging.

Core Themes of The Knowledge of the Holy
The central theme of A.W. Tozer's The Knowledge of the Holy is the exploration of God's holiness
and its implications for believers. Tozer invites readers to contemplate the infinite and transcendent
nature of God, emphasizing that true knowledge of the divine leads to worship, humility, and
transformation.



The Nature of Divine Holiness
Tozer presents holiness as the defining attribute of God, encompassing His purity, moral perfection,
and absolute otherness. This holiness is not merely an abstract concept but a reality that demands
reverence and awe from humanity. Tozer stresses that understanding God’s holiness is crucial for a
genuine relationship with Him.

The Importance of Knowing God
Another key theme is the vital necessity of knowing God intimately rather than superficially. Tozer
argues that knowledge of the holy God is the foundation of all true spirituality. This knowledge is not
just intellectual but experiential, affecting the heart and life of the believer.

God’s Attributes as Expressions of Holiness
The book systematically examines various attributes of God, such as His eternity, immutability,
omniscience, and omnipotence, illustrating how each reflects His holiness. These attributes reveal
the majesty and perfection of God, urging believers to respond with worship and obedience.

Theological Significance
Aw Tozer the knowledge of the holy holds great theological importance within Christian thought. It
challenges Christians to deepen their doctrinal understanding and spiritual experience by focusing
on God’s nature rather than human-centered spirituality. The work has been praised for its clarity
and depth in articulating complex theological truths in a way that is both accessible and profound.

Holiness as a Central Doctrine
Tozer's emphasis on God's holiness re-centers theology on an attribute often neglected in modern
Christian discourse. Holiness is portrayed not only as God’s moral purity but also as His
separateness and transcendence. This framing helps believers appreciate the seriousness of sin and
the need for divine grace.

Impact on Worship and Devotion
The knowledge of the holy profoundly affects Christian worship and devotion. Tozer advocates that
true worship is a response to the revelation of God's holiness. This perspective encourages believers
to approach God with reverence, humility, and awe, fostering a richer spiritual life.

Key Attributes of God Explored
In "The Knowledge of the Holy," A.W. Tozer meticulously explores various attributes of God, each
serving to illuminate a different aspect of His holiness. These attributes are foundational for



developing a comprehensive understanding of the divine nature.

God’s Infinity: Tozer describes God as infinite, beyond all limitations of time, space, and1.
comprehension.

Immutability: The unchanging nature of God assures believers of His faithfulness and2.
reliability.

Omnipresence: God's presence everywhere signifies His constant involvement in creation.3.

Omniscience: Complete knowledge of all things highlights God’s sovereignty and wisdom.4.

Omnipotence: Unlimited power underscores God’s ability to accomplish His purposes.5.

Justice and Mercy: These attributes demonstrate the balance in God’s moral governance and6.
compassion.

Sovereignty: God’s supreme authority over the universe reinforces His holiness and majesty.7.

Each attribute is intricately connected to the concept of holiness, painting a picture of a God who is
majestic, pure, and worthy of all worship.

Impact and Legacy
The enduring impact of A.W. Tozer’s The Knowledge of the Holy is evident in its continued
popularity among pastors, theologians, and lay Christians. The book has become a staple for those
seeking to deepen their theological understanding and spiritual life. Its influence extends beyond its
original publication era, shaping modern evangelical thought and devotional practice.

Influence on Christian Thought
Tozer’s work has inspired renewed interest in classical theism and the attributes of God. It has
encouraged many to return to Scripture for a more robust understanding of God’s character and to
reject shallow or sentimental approaches to faith.

Practical Application for Believers
The knowledge of God’s holiness challenges believers to live lives marked by reverence, obedience,
and humility. Tozer’s emphasis on the awe-inspiring nature of God fosters a spirituality that is both
intellectually informed and deeply heartfelt. This practical dimension has made the book a valuable
resource for personal devotion and corporate worship alike.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is A.W. Tozer and what is 'The Knowledge of the Holy'
about?
'The Knowledge of the Holy' is a classic Christian book written by A.W. Tozer, focusing on the
attributes of God and encouraging believers to deepen their understanding and relationship with
Him.

What are some key attributes of God discussed in 'The
Knowledge of the Holy'?
Tozer explores attributes such as God's infinity, holiness, omniscience, immutability, and
sovereignty, emphasizing their significance for Christian faith.

Why is 'The Knowledge of the Holy' considered important for
Christians today?
The book challenges believers to move beyond superficial knowledge of God and develop a profound
reverence and awe through understanding His divine nature.

How does A.W. Tozer define the holiness of God in the book?
Tozer describes God's holiness as His absolute purity and separation from sin, highlighting it as the
foundation of His moral perfection and majesty.

What is Tozer’s perspective on God's infinity in 'The
Knowledge of the Holy'?
Tozer explains God's infinity as being boundless in existence, knowledge, power, and presence,
surpassing all human comprehension.

Can 'The Knowledge of the Holy' help in spiritual growth?
Yes, by understanding God’s attributes more deeply, readers can cultivate a stronger faith, greater
worship, and a more intimate relationship with God.

Is 'The Knowledge of the Holy' suitable for new believers?
While the book is rich in theological insights, new believers may benefit from reading it alongside
simpler study guides or under guidance to fully grasp its depth.

How does Tozer address the concept of God's immutability in



the book?
Tozer states that God’s immutability means He does not change in His nature, character, or
promises, providing stability and trustworthiness for believers.

Where can I find 'The Knowledge of the Holy' by A.W. Tozer?
'The Knowledge of the Holy' is widely available in bookstores, online retailers, and as free public
domain downloads on various Christian literature websites.

Additional Resources
1. The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer
This classic work explores the attributes of God, offering profound insights into His nature and
character. Tozer emphasizes the importance of truly knowing God beyond superficial understanding.
The book challenges readers to deepen their spiritual walk through a reverent and thoughtful
examination of divine qualities.

2. The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer
In this devotional classic, Tozer invites readers to seek a personal and intimate relationship with
God. The book focuses on cultivating a heart that longs for God’s presence above all else. It
encourages spiritual hunger and a deeper pursuit of divine connection.

3. God’s Pursuit of Man by A.W. Tozer
This book complements The Pursuit of God by focusing on God’s initiative in seeking out humanity.
Tozer explores the ways God reveals Himself and desires fellowship with His creation. It highlights
the balance between divine grace and human response.

4. The Attributes of God by A.W. Pink
A thorough study of God’s characteristics, this book provides a biblical examination similar to
Tozer’s focus in The Knowledge of the Holy. Pink’s writing is clear and devotional, aiming to deepen
the reader’s understanding of God’s nature. It serves as an excellent companion to Tozer’s work.

5. The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul
Sproul’s classic explores the awe-inspiring holiness of God, a theme central to Tozer’s writings.
Through careful theological explanation and vivid illustrations, the book reveals why God’s holiness
demands reverence and impacts every aspect of life. It is a powerful call to worship and obedience.

6. Knowing God by J.I. Packer
This influential book guides readers into a deeper knowledge of God’s person and work. Packer
combines rich theology with practical application, making complex doctrines accessible. The book
complements Tozer’s emphasis on true knowledge of God’s nature.

7. The Attributes of God: Study Guide by A.W. Tozer
Designed to accompany Tozer’s original writings, this study guide helps readers engage more deeply
with the themes of God’s attributes. It includes questions and reflections that encourage personal
application and group discussion. Ideal for Bible study groups or individual growth.

8. Knowing the Holy by J. I. Packer



Not to be confused with Tozer’s book, this work by Packer also delves into understanding God's
holiness and other attributes. It offers a rich theological perspective that complements Tozer’s
insights. The book helps believers grow in reverence and worship.

9. God in Patristic Thought by Abraham J. Malherbe
This scholarly work explores how early church fathers understood God’s attributes, providing
historical context to themes found in Tozer’s writing. It enriches the reader’s appreciation of the
Christian tradition’s depth regarding the knowledge of God. The book is valuable for those wanting a
broader theological perspective.
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