
azure az 104 study guide
azure az 104 study guide is an essential resource for IT professionals aiming to validate
their skills in managing Microsoft Azure environments. This comprehensive guide is tailored
to help candidates prepare effectively for the Azure AZ-104 certification exam, which
focuses on Azure Administrator roles. The exam covers a variety of topics including
managing Azure identities, governance, storage, virtual networks, and computing
resources. Understanding the exam objectives and practicing hands-on tasks are crucial
steps toward success. This article provides a structured study plan, detailed explanations of
key subjects, and tips for exam readiness. Following this azure az 104 study guide will
enhance your knowledge and boost confidence for achieving certification.

Understanding the AZ-104 Exam Structure

Managing Azure Identities and Governance

Implementing and Managing Storage

Deploying and Managing Azure Compute Resources

Configuring and Managing Virtual Networks

Monitoring and Backing Up Azure Resources

Effective Study Tips and Resources

Understanding the AZ-104 Exam Structure
The Azure AZ-104 exam is designed to evaluate the skills required to perform the role of an
Azure Administrator. Candidates are tested on their ability to manage cloud services
covering storage, security, networking, and compute cloud capabilities. The exam typically
consists of multiple-choice questions, case studies, and performance-based tasks that
simulate real-world scenarios. Understanding the exam format, duration, and scoring
system is vital for strategic preparation. The exam tests practical knowledge and requires
familiarity with Azure portal, PowerShell, Azure CLI, and ARM templates.

Exam Objectives and Domains
The AZ-104 exam is organized into distinct domains, each focusing on specific areas of
Azure administration. These domains include:

Manage Azure identities and governance (15-20%)

Implement and manage storage (10-15%)



Deploy and manage Azure compute resources (25-30%)

Configure and manage virtual networking (30-35%)

Monitor and back up Azure resources (10-15%)

Each domain covers a variety of skills and knowledge areas that candidates must master to
pass the exam.

Managing Azure Identities and Governance
One of the foundational aspects of the Azure AZ-104 study guide involves managing Azure
identities and governance. This includes creating and managing users and groups in Azure
Active Directory (Azure AD), implementing role-based access control (RBAC), and managing
subscriptions and governance policies. Effective management of identities ensures secure
access to resources and compliance with organizational policies.

Azure Active Directory Essentials
Azure AD is the backbone for identity management in Azure. Candidates must understand
how to create and manage users, groups, and service principals. Knowledge of multi-factor
authentication (MFA), conditional access policies, and identity protection is crucial for
enhancing security. Integrating on-premises Active Directory with Azure AD via Azure AD
Connect is another key topic.

Role-Based Access Control (RBAC)
RBAC enables granular access management to Azure resources. This section covers how to
assign roles to users, groups, and service principals to control resource permissions.
Candidates should be familiar with built-in roles, creating custom roles, and managing
access at different scopes such as subscription, resource group, and resource levels.

Implementing and Managing Storage
Storage management is a critical skill area covered in the azure az 104 study guide.
Candidates learn how to configure and manage Azure Storage accounts, including Blob
storage, File storage, Queue storage, and Table storage. Understanding storage tiers,
replication options, and security features is essential for efficient and secure data
management.

Configuring Storage Accounts
Creating and configuring storage accounts involves selecting appropriate performance



tiers, replication strategies such as LRS, GRS, and RA-GRS, and setting up network access
controls. Candidates must know how to secure storage accounts using shared access
signatures (SAS) and encryption methods.

Managing Data in Azure Storage
This subtopic covers the management of blobs, files, queues, and tables. Candidates should
be proficient in uploading, downloading, and managing data using Azure Portal, PowerShell,
and Azure CLI. Understanding lifecycle management policies and data retention is also
important.

Deploying and Managing Azure Compute
Resources
The ability to deploy and manage compute resources is a significant component of the
azure az 104 study guide. This includes working with Virtual Machines (VMs), Azure App
Services, Azure Kubernetes Service (AKS), and Azure Container Instances. Candidates must
understand VM provisioning, scaling, and maintenance operations.

Virtual Machines Management
Managing VMs involves creating VMs using various methods, configuring VM networking,
managing VM availability with availability sets and zones, and implementing VM backups
and disaster recovery. Knowledge of VM extensions and custom script execution is also
required.

App Services and Containers
This section focuses on deploying and managing Azure App Services for web applications
and APIs. Candidates should also be familiar with container technologies and how Azure
supports container orchestration through AKS. Understanding container image
management and deployment strategies is essential.

Configuring and Managing Virtual Networks
Networking is a core skill tested in the Azure AZ-104 exam. Candidates must understand
how to design, configure, and manage virtual networks (VNets), subnets, network security
groups (NSGs), and Azure Firewall. Connectivity options such as VPN Gateway and
ExpressRoute are also covered.



Virtual Network Setup
Creating VNets and subnets requires knowledge of IP addressing, CIDR notation, and subnet
segmentation. Candidates should know how to configure peering between VNets to enable
communication and how to implement network security with NSGs and Azure Firewall rules.

Hybrid Connectivity Solutions
This subtopic addresses connecting on-premises networks to Azure using VPN Gateway and
ExpressRoute. Candidates should understand gateway configuration, routing, and failover
scenarios to ensure reliable hybrid cloud connectivity.

Monitoring and Backing Up Azure Resources
Effective monitoring and backup strategies are vital for maintaining Azure environments.
This section of the azure az 104 study guide covers Azure Monitor, Log Analytics, and
backup solutions to protect data and ensure operational continuity.

Implementing Monitoring Solutions
Azure Monitor provides insights into resource performance and health. Candidates should
be able to configure alerts, diagnostic settings, and Log Analytics workspaces.
Understanding how to interpret monitoring data to troubleshoot issues is critical.

Backup and Recovery
Backup strategies include configuring Azure Backup for VMs, files, and databases, as well
as managing recovery points and retention policies. Knowledge of disaster recovery options
such as Azure Site Recovery is also important for business continuity planning.

Effective Study Tips and Resources
Success in the AZ-104 exam requires a systematic approach to studying. This section
provides practical tips and recommended resources to help candidates optimize their
preparation.

Structured Learning Plan
Creating a study schedule that covers all exam domains ensures balanced preparation.
Combining theoretical study with hands-on practice in an Azure environment enhances
understanding and retention.



Utilizing Official and Community Resources
Microsoft Learn provides free, interactive learning paths tailored to the AZ-104 exam
objectives. Supplementing this with practice exams, video tutorials, and community forums
can deepen knowledge and clarify complex topics.

Practice and Review
Regularly taking practice exams helps identify knowledge gaps and build exam confidence.
Reviewing Microsoft documentation and staying updated on Azure service changes is
recommended, as the platform evolves continuously.

Review the official Microsoft AZ-104 exam guide and objectives.1.

Use Microsoft Learn modules focused on Azure administration.2.

Create and manage resources within a personal Azure subscription for hands-on3.
experience.

Take multiple practice exams to simulate exam conditions.4.

Engage with online communities and study groups for support and knowledge sharing.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the AZ-104 exam and why is it important?
The AZ-104 exam, also known as Microsoft Azure Administrator, is designed to validate the
skills and knowledge required to manage Azure resources, including virtual machines,
storage, networking, and identity. It is important for IT professionals looking to demonstrate
their expertise in Azure administration and advance their careers.

What are the key topics covered in the AZ-104 study
guide?
The AZ-104 study guide covers key topics such as managing Azure identities and
governance, implementing and managing storage, deploying and managing Azure compute
resources, configuring and managing virtual networking, and monitoring and backing up
Azure resources.

How should I structure my study plan for the AZ-104



exam?
A good study plan for AZ-104 includes understanding the exam objectives, using official
Microsoft documentation and learning paths, practicing with hands-on labs, taking practice
exams, and reviewing areas of weakness. Allocate time to each domain based on your
familiarity and make sure to get practical experience with the Azure portal and CLI.

What are some recommended resources for preparing
for the AZ-104 exam?
Recommended resources include the official Microsoft Learn AZ-104 learning paths,
Microsoft documentation, instructor-led training courses, practice exams from platforms like
MeasureUp or Whizlabs, and hands-on experience with Azure services through the Azure
free tier or sandbox environments.

How important is hands-on experience in passing the
AZ-104 exam?
Hands-on experience is crucial for passing the AZ-104 exam because many questions
require practical knowledge of managing Azure resources. Working directly with Azure
services helps reinforce theoretical concepts, improves problem-solving skills, and prepares
candidates for scenario-based questions.

Are there any recent updates in the AZ-104 exam that I
should be aware of?
Microsoft regularly updates the AZ-104 exam to reflect changes in Azure services and best
practices. It is important to check the official Microsoft certification page for the latest exam
skills outline and updates. As of 2024, recent updates may include new Azure security
features, updated governance tools, and enhancements in Azure compute and networking
services.

Additional Resources
1. Exam Ref AZ-104 Microsoft Azure Administrator
This official Microsoft study guide is designed for IT professionals preparing for the AZ-104
certification exam. It covers core Azure services, governance, identity management, and
security. The book provides practical insights and exam-focused content to help readers
confidently manage Azure environments.

2. Microsoft Azure Administrator – Exam Guide AZ-104
This comprehensive guide offers detailed explanations of all exam objectives for the AZ-104
certification. It includes hands-on labs, practice questions, and real-world scenarios to
reinforce learning. Ideal for both beginners and experienced administrators seeking
certification.

3. Azure AZ-104 Practice Tests: Prepare for Microsoft Azure Administrator Certification



Focused on practice questions, this book helps candidates test their knowledge and assess
readiness for the AZ-104 exam. It contains numerous multiple-choice questions, detailed
answers, and explanations to clarify complex topics. This resource is perfect for self-
assessment and exam simulation.

4. Mastering Microsoft Azure Infrastructure Services
While not exclusively an AZ-104 guide, this book delves into the infrastructure services
essential for Azure administrators. It covers virtual machines, networking, storage, and
security in depth, providing practical administration techniques. Readers gain a strong
foundation for managing Azure environments effectively.

5. Azure Administrator Associate Certification Guide: AZ-104 Exam
This certification guide offers a structured approach to learning the skills required for the
AZ-104 exam. It includes detailed coverage of Azure management, governance, and
monitoring tools. The book also presents case studies and end-of-chapter quizzes to
reinforce learning.

6. Hands-On Azure for Administrators: Preparing for AZ-104
This hands-on book emphasizes practical exercises and real-life scenarios to equip
administrators with Azure management skills. It covers provisioning, configuring, and
managing Azure resources with step-by-step instructions. Ideal for learners who prefer
learning by doing.

7. Azure AZ-104 Certification Study Guide: Build Your Skills with Practice Tests
Combining theory and practice, this guide helps candidates build confidence through
detailed explanations and exam-style questions. It covers identity management,
governance, virtual networking, and more. The practice tests included help identify areas
that need improvement before the exam.

8. Azure Administrator Exam Prep: AZ-104
This streamlined exam prep book focuses on the key areas tested in the AZ-104 exam. It
provides concise summaries, exam tips, and practice questions for quick revision. Suitable
for last-minute study sessions and review.

9. Microsoft Azure Administrator – Full Course and Exam Preparation
This book offers a full curriculum for Azure administrators preparing for the AZ-104 exam. It
includes comprehensive coverage of all exam domains, practical labs, and troubleshooting
techniques. The structured format helps readers progress systematically from
fundamentals to advanced topics.
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