
barry goldwater conscience of a
conservative
barry goldwater conscience of a conservative stands as a pivotal work in
American political literature and conservative thought. This influential
book, authored by Barry Goldwater, a prominent U.S. Senator and 1964
Republican presidential nominee, encapsulates the principles and philosophy
that shaped modern conservatism. The text explores themes such as limited
government, individual liberty, and a strong anti-communist stance, which
resonated deeply during the Cold War era. As a manifesto for conservative
ideals, it challenged the prevailing liberal consensus and helped redefine
the Republican Party’s identity. This article delves into the historical
context of the book, its key themes, and its enduring impact on American
politics and conservative ideology. Additionally, it examines Barry
Goldwater’s political career and how his ideas continue to influence
contemporary conservative movements. Below is a detailed overview of the
topics covered.
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Key Themes in Barry Goldwater’s Conscience of a Conservative

Barry Goldwater’s Political Career and Influence

Impact on the Conservative Movement

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

Historical Context and Background
The publication of barry goldwater conscience of a conservative in 1960 came
at a time of significant political and social change in the United States.
The Cold War was intensifying, and American politics was dominated by debates
about the role of government, communism, and civil rights. Barry Goldwater, a
senator from Arizona, sought to articulate a clear and principled
conservative philosophy that contrasted sharply with the New Deal liberalism
that had prevailed since the 1930s. His book was both a critique of the
existing political establishment and a call to arms for conservatives who
felt marginalized within the Republican Party.

Goldwater’s ideas were rooted in classical liberalism and libertarianism,
emphasizing limited government intervention, free markets, and individual
responsibility. The book was instrumental in galvanizing a conservative base
that would later form the foundation of the Reagan Revolution in the 1980s.
Understanding the historical context is essential to appreciating the



significance of Conscience of a Conservative in shaping the ideological
contours of American conservatism.

Key Themes in Barry Goldwater’s Conscience of a
Conservative
barry goldwater conscience of a conservative presents several key themes that
articulate the conservative worldview of its time. The book is a manifesto
that outlines the principles conservatives should embrace to restore what
Goldwater saw as the proper role of government and society. These themes
include a strong emphasis on individual liberty, limited government, and a
robust national defense.

Limited Government
One of the central pillars of Goldwater’s philosophy is the belief in limited
government. He argued that government should play a minimal role in the lives
of citizens, primarily focusing on protecting individual freedoms and
maintaining order. Goldwater was critical of expansive welfare programs and
government regulations, which he believed stifled economic growth and
personal initiative.

Individual Liberty and Responsibility
Goldwater championed personal freedom, asserting that individuals should have
the right to make their own choices without undue interference from the
state. Alongside this freedom came the responsibility to accept the
consequences of one’s actions. This theme reflects classical liberal ideals
and distinguishes Goldwater’s conservatism from more collectivist political
philosophies.

Anti-Communism and National Defense
During the Cold War, Goldwater emphasized the importance of a strong national
defense to counter the threat posed by the Soviet Union and global communism.
He believed that a robust military and vigilant foreign policy were necessary
to preserve American freedom and security. This stance was a significant
feature of conservative ideology during the mid-20th century.

Federalism and States’ Rights
Goldwater also advocated for greater autonomy for states, opposing the
expansion of federal power. He argued that decentralized government allowed
for more effective and responsive governance, consistent with the American



tradition of federalism.

Limited government intervention

Championing individual freedoms

Strong anti-communist policies

Support for states’ rights and federalism

Promotion of free-market capitalism

Barry Goldwater’s Political Career and
Influence
Barry Goldwater’s political career was deeply intertwined with the ideas
expressed in barry goldwater conscience of a conservative. Serving as a five-
term U.S. Senator from Arizona, Goldwater was a vocal advocate for
conservative principles at a time when the Republican Party was divided
between its moderate and conservative wings. His 1964 presidential campaign,
although unsuccessful, marked a significant moment in American politics by
bringing conservative ideology to the forefront.

Goldwater’s uncompromising stance on limited government and personal liberty
alienated some moderate Republicans but inspired a new generation of
conservatives. His political philosophy influenced future leaders like Ronald
Reagan, who famously credited Goldwater with sparking the conservative
movement that led to his own presidency. Goldwater’s career demonstrated the
practical applications of the principles he outlined in his book and
established him as a key figure in the ideological realignment of the
Republican Party.

Impact on the Conservative Movement
barry goldwater conscience of a conservative had a profound and lasting
impact on the conservative movement in the United States. It served as a
foundational text that articulated the values and goals of the movement
during a period of political transformation. The book helped to unify
conservatives who sought to resist the expansion of federal government
programs and liberal social policies.

Goldwater’s emphasis on individual liberty, free enterprise, and a strong
national defense became cornerstones of conservative ideology. The book’s
influence extended beyond its immediate political context, shaping think
tanks, grassroots organizations, and policy debates for decades. It also
contributed to the rise of the New Right, a coalition of conservatives who



would dominate American politics in the 1980s and beyond.

Unification of conservative factions1.

Promotion of free-market economic policies2.

Reinvigoration of anti-communist sentiment3.

Inspiration for future conservative leaders4.

Influence on Republican Party ideology5.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance
The legacy of barry goldwater conscience of a conservative remains
significant in contemporary American political discourse. Although written
over six decades ago, the book’s core principles continue to resonate with
conservatives who advocate for limited government, personal responsibility,
and a strong national defense. It is frequently cited as a seminal work that
helped define the modern conservative movement.

In today’s political climate, the ideas Goldwater championed are often
invoked in debates over government spending, individual rights, and foreign
policy. The book’s emphasis on ideological consistency and principled
conservatism challenges politicians and activists to adhere to foundational
values rather than political expediency. As political polarization
intensifies, Conscience of a Conservative remains a touchstone for
understanding the roots and evolution of conservatism in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Barry Goldwater's book
'Conscience of a Conservative'?
'Conscience of a Conservative' outlines Barry Goldwater's political
philosophy, emphasizing limited government, individual liberty, strong
national defense, and conservative principles as the foundation for America's
future.

How did 'Conscience of a Conservative' influence the
modern conservative movement?
The book is credited with revitalizing the conservative movement in the 1960s
by providing a clear and compelling articulation of conservative ideals,



influencing future leaders like Ronald Reagan and shaping the Republican
Party's platform.

When was 'Conscience of a Conservative' published,
and who was its author?
'Conscience of a Conservative' was published in 1960 and was authored by
Barry Goldwater, a U.S. Senator from Arizona and the 1964 Republican
presidential nominee.

What criticisms have been directed at 'Conscience of
a Conservative'?
Critics argue that the book's strict emphasis on limited government and
opposition to social welfare programs can overlook social inequalities and
the need for government intervention in certain areas.

Why is 'Conscience of a Conservative' still relevant
in today's political discourse?
The book's advocacy for personal responsibility, free-market principles, and
skepticism of government overreach continues to resonate in contemporary
debates about the role of government and individual freedoms.

Additional Resources
1. The Conscience of a Conservative by Barry Goldwater
This seminal work by Barry Goldwater, published in 1960, outlines the
principles of American conservatism and critiques the expanding role of
government. It serves as a foundational text for modern conservative thought,
emphasizing limited government, individual freedom, and fiscal
responsibility. Goldwater’s passionate defense of traditional values helped
reshape the political landscape of the United States.

2. Liberty and Tyranny: A Conservative Manifesto by Mark R. Levin
Mark Levin’s book offers a compelling argument for the preservation of
constitutional principles and warns against government overreach. Drawing
inspiration from Goldwater’s ideals, Levin advocates for limited government,
personal responsibility, and adherence to the Constitution. It serves as a
modern call to action for conservatives seeking to uphold freedom.

3. The Road to Serfdom by Friedrich Hayek
A classic work in political philosophy, Hayek’s book warns about the dangers
of central planning and government control over the economy. Its arguments
echo Goldwater’s concerns about the loss of individual liberty through
expanding government powers. The book is influential in conservative and
libertarian circles for its defense of free markets and personal freedom.



4. Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand
While fictional, Ayn Rand’s novel embodies many principles cherished by
conservatives, including individualism, limited government, and free
enterprise. The story critiques collectivism and government intervention,
themes that resonate with Goldwater’s conservative philosophy. It has
inspired generations of readers to value personal responsibility and economic
freedom.

5. The Conservative Mind: From Burke to Eliot by Russell Kirk
This book traces the development of conservative thought from Edmund Burke
through to the 20th century, providing historical context for Goldwater’s
ideas. Kirk emphasizes the importance of tradition, moral order, and prudence
in governance. It is a foundational text for understanding the philosophical
roots of American conservatism.

6. Freedom and Tyranny: A Primer for Conservatives by William F. Buckley Jr.
William F. Buckley Jr., a contemporary of Goldwater, offers an accessible
introduction to conservative principles and critiques liberal policies. The
book reinforces themes of limited government, free markets, and individual
liberties. Buckley’s wit and clarity make this a valuable companion to
Goldwater’s work.

7. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
Though written in the 19th century, Tocqueville’s observations about American
democracy and individualism remain relevant to conservative thought. His
analysis of the balance between liberty and equality informs the ideological
debates that Goldwater engaged in. The book is essential for understanding
the cultural and political foundations of American conservatism.

8. The Vision of the Anointed by Thomas Sowell
Thomas Sowell critiques the liberal intellectual elite and their tendencies
toward social engineering, themes compatible with Goldwater’s skepticism of
government intervention. Sowell defends free markets, tradition, and
empirical evidence in policymaking. His work provides a sharp conservative
analysis of modern political trends.

9. Why We’re Liberals: A Conservative Manifesto by Mark R. Levin
In this provocative book, Mark Levin explains why conservatism is
fundamentally about liberty, responsibility, and respect for the
Constitution, echoing many of Goldwater’s core beliefs. He challenges modern
political ideologies and calls for a return to principled governance. The
book serves as both an affirmation and evolution of Goldwater’s conservative
conscience.
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