
basic indonesian words and phrases
basic indonesian words and phrases form the foundation for anyone interested in learning the
Indonesian language or preparing for travel to Indonesia. Understanding these essential terms helps
in daily communication, enhances cultural appreciation, and facilitates smoother interactions with
native speakers. This article covers fundamental vocabulary and common expressions that are
practical for beginners. It includes greetings, numbers, polite expressions, and useful conversational
phrases. Additionally, it highlights pronunciation tips and cultural nuances to provide a
comprehensive guide. The following sections will systematically introduce these elements to build a
solid base in Indonesian language skills.

Common Greetings and Introductions

Essential Vocabulary for Everyday Use

Numbers and Counting in Indonesian

Polite Expressions and Courtesy Phrases

Basic Conversational Phrases

Pronunciation Tips and Language Notes

Common Greetings and Introductions
Mastering common greetings and introductions is crucial for effective communication in Indonesian.
These basic Indonesian words and phrases help establish rapport and show respect in social
interactions. Greetings vary slightly depending on the time of day and social context, but simple
phrases are widely understood across the country.

Popular Greetings
Here are some fundamental greetings used in everyday Indonesian conversations:

Selamat pagi – Good morning

Selamat siang – Good afternoon

Selamat sore – Good late afternoon

Selamat malam – Good evening/night

Halo – Hello



Selamat datang – Welcome

Introducing Yourself
Introducing oneself politely is important in Indonesian culture. Below are helpful phrases for self-
introduction and asking someone’s name:

Nama saya ... – My name is ...

Siapa nama kamu? – What is your name?

Senang bertemu dengan Anda – Nice to meet you

Essential Vocabulary for Everyday Use
Basic Indonesian words and phrases extend beyond greetings to include essential vocabulary used
daily. Familiarity with these terms enables learners to navigate common situations such as shopping,
dining, and transportation.

Common Nouns and Objects
Knowing common nouns is foundational for building vocabulary. Here is a list of frequently used
Indonesian nouns:

Rumah – House

Makanan – Food

Air – Water

Teman – Friend

Kendaraan – Vehicle

Toko – Store

Useful Verbs
Verbs are vital for constructing meaningful sentences. Below are some basic Indonesian verbs
frequently used in everyday conversation:



Datang – To come

Pergi – To go

Makan – To eat

Minum – To drink

Melihat – To see

Berbicara – To speak

Numbers and Counting in Indonesian
Numbers are essential for communication involving time, money, and quantities. Indonesian
numbers are straightforward, making them easy to learn for beginners. Mastery of numbers
enhances the ability to understand prices, dates, and addresses.

Numbers 1 to 10
The following list shows the numbers one through ten in Indonesian along with their pronunciation
guidance:

Satu (sa-too) – One1.

Dua (doo-ah) – Two2.

Tiga (tee-gah) – Three3.

Empat (em-pat) – Four4.

Lima (lee-mah) – Five5.

Enam (uh-nahm) – Six6.

Tujuh (too-jooh) – Seven7.

Delapan (deh-lah-pahn) – Eight8.

Sembilan (sem-bee-lahn) – Nine9.

Sepuluh (seh-poo-looh) – Ten10.



Counting Beyond Ten
Counting beyond ten follows a logical pattern by combining basic numbers with specific words for
tens, hundreds, and thousands, simplifying the learning process. For example, sebelas means eleven,
and dua puluh means twenty.

Polite Expressions and Courtesy Phrases
Politeness is a cornerstone of Indonesian culture, making courtesy phrases essential in daily
communication. Using polite expressions demonstrates respect and helps foster positive interactions
with Indonesians.

Common Polite Words
These polite expressions are vital for respectful communication and are used frequently in formal
and informal settings alike:

Tolong – Please (used when requesting something)

Terima kasih – Thank you

Maaf – Sorry / Excuse me

Permisi – Excuse me (to get attention or pass by)

Silakan – Please (offering permission)

Expressing Gratitude and Apologies
Showing gratitude and apologizing appropriately are key social skills in Indonesia. These phrases
help convey sincerity and maintain harmonious relationships:

Terima kasih banyak – Thank you very much

Maafkan saya – Please forgive me

Basic Conversational Phrases
To engage in simple conversations, learning basic phrases is indispensable. These phrases cover
common questions, responses, and expressions that facilitate everyday interactions.



Common Questions
Asking questions is fundamental in conversations. The following phrases represent some of the most
frequently used interrogatives in Indonesian:

Di mana ...? – Where is ...?

Apa ini? – What is this?

Berapa harganya? – How much does it cost?

Apakah kamu berbicara bahasa Inggris? – Do you speak English?

Everyday Responses
Familiarity with common responses helps maintain smooth conversations. Below are typical replies
to questions or statements:

Ya – Yes

Tidak – No

Mungkin – Maybe

Saya tidak tahu – I don’t know

Pronunciation Tips and Language Notes
Understanding the pronunciation and structure of basic Indonesian words and phrases is essential
for effective communication. Indonesian is a phonetic language, which means words are generally
pronounced as they are written, simplifying the learning curve.

Pronunciation Guidelines
Each vowel in Indonesian has a consistent sound: a as in “father,” e as in “bed,” i as in “machine,” o
as in “go,” and u as in “rule.” Consonants are pronounced similarly to English, with a few exceptions
such as c pronounced as “ch” and g always hard as in “go.”

Sentence Structure and Simplicity
Basic Indonesian sentences typically follow a Subject-Verb-Object order, similar to English, making
sentence construction straightforward. There are no verb conjugations based on tense or subject,



which reduces complexity for learners.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some basic Indonesian greetings?
Some basic Indonesian greetings include 'Selamat pagi' (Good morning), 'Selamat siang' (Good
afternoon), 'Selamat malam' (Good evening), and 'Apa kabar?' (How are you?).

How do you say thank you in Indonesian?
You say 'Terima kasih' to express thank you in Indonesian.

What is the Indonesian word for 'yes' and 'no'?
The word for 'yes' is 'ya' and for 'no' is 'tidak'.

How do you introduce yourself in Indonesian?
You can say 'Nama saya [your name]' which means 'My name is [your name]'.

What are common Indonesian phrases for asking directions?
Common phrases include 'Di mana ...?' (Where is ...?), 'Bagaimana cara menuju ...?' (How do I get to
...?), and 'Tolong tunjukkan arah ke ...' (Please show me the direction to ...).

How do you say 'excuse me' or 'sorry' in Indonesian?
You say 'Permisi' to get someone's attention or to say excuse me, and 'Maaf' to apologize or say
sorry.

What are some basic Indonesian words for numbers 1 to 5?
The numbers 1 to 5 in Indonesian are 'satu' (1), 'dua' (2), 'tiga' (3), 'empat' (4), and 'lima' (5).

Additional Resources
1. Essential Indonesian Vocabulary for Beginners
This book introduces readers to the most common and useful Indonesian words used in everyday
conversations. It includes categorized vocabulary lists, such as greetings, numbers, food, and travel-
related terms. Each section comes with simple example sentences to help learners understand the
context and usage.

2. Everyday Indonesian Phrases Made Easy
Designed for travelers and language enthusiasts, this book focuses on practical phrases that can be



used in daily interactions. It covers topics like ordering food, asking for directions, shopping, and
socializing. The easy-to-follow format and phonetic guides make pronunciation accessible for
beginners.

3. Basic Indonesian Words and Expressions for Tourists
Perfect for visitors to Indonesia, this book compiles essential words and expressions to navigate
common situations. From greeting locals to handling emergencies, it emphasizes communication
skills needed for a smooth travel experience. Cultural tips are included to enhance understanding
and respect.

4. Indonesian Language Starter Kit: Words and Phrases
This starter kit provides a foundational vocabulary set along with key phrases to build confidence in
speaking Indonesian. It features exercises and quizzes to reinforce learning and improve retention.
The book also introduces basic grammar points alongside vocabulary to aid comprehension.

5. Speak Indonesian: Basic Words and Phrases for Daily Use
Focusing on conversational skills, this book encourages learners to practice speaking with common
words and everyday phrases. It includes dialogues, pronunciation tips, and cultural notes to support
language acquisition. The engaging format makes it suitable for self-study and classroom use.

6. Quick Guide to Indonesian Words and Phrases
This compact guide is ideal for quick reference and review of essential Indonesian vocabulary and
expressions. It is organized thematically, covering topics such as family, transportation, and
shopping. The concise explanations and examples make it a handy tool for beginners on the go.

7. Learn Indonesian: Basic Vocabulary and Phrases for Beginners
Aimed at absolute beginners, this book breaks down Indonesian language learning into manageable
sections. It introduces fundamental words and phrases with clear definitions and context. Practice
activities and listening exercises help solidify understanding and improve pronunciation.

8. Indonesian Words and Phrases for Travelers and Students
This resource caters to both tourists and learners, offering a comprehensive collection of useful
vocabulary and expressions. It emphasizes practical communication and includes cultural insights to
enhance language use. The book also provides tips for effective language learning strategies.

9. Mastering Basic Indonesian: Words and Phrases for Everyday Life
Focused on mastery of everyday Indonesian, this book guides readers through essential vocabulary
and common phrases used in various daily scenarios. It combines language instruction with cultural
background to deepen understanding. Interactive exercises and review sections make it an excellent
tool for thorough learning.
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