
black friday racist history

black friday racist history is a topic that reveals the less commonly discussed origins
and implications behind the term "Black Friday." While today Black Friday is widely
recognized as the major shopping day following Thanksgiving in the United States, its
history carries more complex and troubling connotations. This article explores the
evolution of the term, tracing back to its roots associated with racial discrimination and
violence. Understanding the black friday racist history sheds light on how commerce, race,
and social tensions intersected historically. The discussion also covers how the term
transformed over time into a consumer-driven event, overshadowing its problematic past.
By examining this history, readers gain insight into the socio-economic and racial
dynamics that influenced the term’s usage. The article further addresses contemporary
reflections and the importance of acknowledging this background in cultural discourse.
Below is an outline of the main aspects covered in this comprehensive exploration.

The Origins of the Term "Black Friday"

Black Friday and Racial Violence in Philadelphia

Economic and Social Context of the 19th and 20th Century

The Transformation into a Shopping Phenomenon

Contemporary Awareness and Reflections

The Origins of the Term "Black Friday"

The phrase "Black Friday" has multiple origin stories, some of which are deeply entwined
with racial tensions and discriminatory practices. Originally, the term did not refer to a
shopping event but was connected to negative events often involving African American
communities. Understanding the earliest uses of "Black Friday" is essential to grasp the
full scope of its racist history. The term surfaced in various contexts throughout the 19th
and early 20th centuries, often describing days marked by turmoil, economic hardship, or
social conflict.

Early Usage of "Black Friday"

One of the earliest documented uses of "Black Friday" in a racial context occurred in the
mid-19th century. In some regions, the term was applied to days when anti-Black violence
or race riots erupted. These events were often characterized by white mobs attacking
Black neighborhoods or individuals, reflecting the systemic racism prevalent in American
society. The phrase conveyed a sense of dread and tragedy tied to racial oppression rather



than commercial activity.

Misinterpretations and Myths

Over time, various myths and alternate explanations for "Black Friday" arose, many of
which downplayed or ignored its racist origins. Some narratives incorrectly attribute the
term solely to financial crises or retail sales, obscuring the racial violence that influenced
its early use. This misinterpretation has contributed to the widespread lack of awareness
regarding the term’s original connotations.

Black Friday and Racial Violence in Philadelphia

One of the most significant chapters in the black friday racist history is linked to
Philadelphia in the 1960s. The term was used by the Philadelphia Police Department to
denote the day after Thanksgiving, which was notorious for large-scale civil unrest and
clashes between Black communities and law enforcement. This usage highlights the
intersection of race, policing, and social disorder during that era.

The 1960s Context in Philadelphia

In Philadelphia during the 1960s, Black Friday referred to the chaotic day following
Thanksgiving, when tensions between Black residents and police often escalated into
violence. The police coined the term to describe the difficulty of managing crowds,
protests, and sometimes riots that erupted on this day. This period was marked by
heightened racial discrimination, economic inequality, and struggles for civil rights.

Impact on Black Communities

The designation of "Black Friday" in this context underscored the systemic challenges
faced by Black Philadelphians. The day symbolized not just a temporal marker but a
recurring pattern of oppression and conflict. The negative association contributed to the
stigmatization of Black neighborhoods and reinforced racial divides.

Economic and Social Context of the 19th and 20th
Century

The black friday racist history must also be understood within the broader economic and
social conditions of America during the 19th and 20th centuries. Racial discrimination in



employment, housing, and public services created environments where racial tensions
frequently erupted. These conditions provided the backdrop against which the term "Black
Friday" sometimes gained its racialized meaning.

Racial Segregation and Economic Disparities

Throughout this period, African Americans were subjected to systemic segregation and
exclusion from economic opportunities. This led to concentrated poverty in Black
neighborhoods, which in turn fueled racial resentment and sometimes violent
confrontations. These social dynamics influenced how events on days referred to as "Black
Friday" unfolded, often involving clashes over economic competition and civil rights.

Media Portrayal and Public Perception

The portrayal of Black communities in the media during these decades often reinforced
stereotypes and justified discriminatory policies. Coverage of Black Friday events
frequently depicted Black individuals as instigators of violence, perpetuating racial biases.
This skewed representation contributed to public misunderstanding and the persistence of
the term’s negative racial connotations.

The Transformation into a Shopping Phenomenon

Despite its problematic origins, "Black Friday" eventually evolved into a commercial term
associated with post-Thanksgiving retail sales and discounts. This transformation began in
the mid-20th century and accelerated as retailers sought to capitalize on the holiday
shopping season. The shift from a term linked to racial strife to a consumerist event
illustrates how language and social memory can change over time.

Retail Adoption and Popularization

Retailers in Philadelphia are credited with popularizing the modern usage of "Black
Friday" to describe the day when stores moved "into the black," meaning profitability. This
positive spin helped rebrand the term away from its earlier negative meanings. National
media coverage and marketing campaigns in the late 20th century further cemented Black
Friday as a key shopping day.

Effects on Public Awareness of the Term’s History

The commercial success of Black Friday contributed to a general amnesia regarding its



racist history. For many consumers, the term now evokes excitement for discounts rather
than any awareness of its origins. This disconnection highlights the complexities of
cultural memory and the ways in which economic interests can reshape historical
narratives.

Contemporary Awareness and Reflections

In recent years, there has been growing interest in revisiting and acknowledging the black
friday racist history. Scholars, activists, and cultural commentators have emphasized the
importance of understanding the term’s origins to foster more informed discussions about
race and commerce in America. This renewed scrutiny encourages critical reflection on
how language and history are intertwined.

Educational Initiatives and Community Dialogues

Various educational programs and community forums have been organized to explore the
racial aspects of Black Friday’s past. These initiatives aim to inform the public about the
complexities behind seemingly innocuous terms and promote a more nuanced
understanding of American history. By confronting uncomfortable truths, these efforts
seek to contribute to racial reconciliation and awareness.

Implications for Modern Consumer Culture

Recognizing the black friday racist history also challenges consumers and retailers to
consider the ethical dimensions of commercial traditions. Discussions about the origins of
Black Friday invite deeper examination of how consumerism intersects with social justice
issues. This awareness may influence future retail practices and cultural attitudes
surrounding holiday shopping.

Summary of Key Points

Black Friday originally had associations with racial violence and social unrest.

The term was notably used in Philadelphia to describe racially charged conflicts in
the 1960s.

Economic disparities and segregation contributed to the racial tensions linked to
Black Friday.

The retail industry rebranded Black Friday as a shopping day, overshadowing its
racist history.



Recent efforts focus on educating the public about the term’s complex background.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the term 'Black Friday' related to
racism?
The term 'Black Friday' originally had racist connotations in the 19th century, referring to
violent clashes involving Black communities, but its meaning has evolved over time.

How did 'Black Friday' come to be associated with
shopping?
The term 'Black Friday' became associated with shopping in the 1950s and 1960s when
retailers used it to describe the day after Thanksgiving, marking the start of the holiday
shopping season and the point where stores would go 'into the black' financially.

Are there racist implications tied to the modern Black
Friday shopping event?
While the modern Black Friday shopping event itself is not inherently racist, some critics
argue that the term’s historical context and consumerism aspects can overshadow
important social issues, including racial inequalities.

Has there been controversy over the use of the term
'Black Friday' due to its history?
Yes, some activists and scholars have highlighted the problematic origins of 'Black Friday'
and called for awareness or alternative naming to acknowledge and address its racialized
history.

What were the 19th-century events linked to the term
'Black Friday' with racist undertones?
In the 19th century, 'Black Friday' referred to violent riots and clashes, such as the
Philadelphia Police Strike of 1869, which involved racial tensions and impacted Black
communities, contributing to the term's early negative connotations.

How can understanding the racist history of 'Black
Friday' impact modern conversations about the holiday?
Recognizing the racist history behind 'Black Friday' can encourage more informed
discussions about consumer culture, racial justice, and the importance of acknowledging



historical context in contemporary traditions.

Are there alternative names proposed for Black Friday
to avoid racist connotations?
Some groups have proposed alternatives like 'Buy Nothing Day' or 'Green Friday' to shift
focus away from consumerism and the problematic aspects of the term's history,
promoting more conscious consumption and social awareness.

How does the history of Black Friday reflect broader
issues of race and economic inequality?
The history of Black Friday highlights how racial tensions and economic struggles have
intersected in American society, showing that commercial traditions can sometimes mask
deeper social injustices and systemic racism.

Where can I learn more about the racist history of Black
Friday?
Academic articles, historical texts, and social justice organizations provide resources on
the origins of Black Friday and its racial implications, helping to deepen understanding of
its complex history.

Additional Resources
1. Black Friday: The Untold Story of Racism and Consumerism
This book delves into the historical roots of Black Friday, tracing how racial inequalities
have been intertwined with consumer culture in the United States. It explores how
marketing strategies disproportionately targeted marginalized communities and examines
the socio-economic impact on Black Americans. The author provides a critical analysis of
how systemic racism has influenced shopping traditions and economic behaviors.

2. Behind the Sale: Racism and the Origins of Black Friday
Exploring the origins of Black Friday beyond the surface, this work uncovers the racial
dynamics embedded in early 20th-century retail practices. The book highlights how
segregation and discriminatory policies shaped shopping experiences and access to goods.
It also discusses the evolution of Black Friday within the context of racial tensions and
social change.

3. Consumerism and Color: Black Friday’s Racial Legacy
This title investigates the intersection of race and consumerism, focusing on the legacy of
Black Friday sales events. It provides a historical overview of how racial stereotypes
influenced advertising and product availability. The author critiques the perpetuation of
economic disparities through targeted marketing and discount events.

4. Race, Retail, and Resistance: The Complex History of Black Friday
Focusing on how Black communities have resisted and navigated the commercial



pressures of Black Friday, this book combines historical research with personal narratives.
It sheds light on grassroots movements and alternative economic practices that challenged
mainstream consumer culture. The work emphasizes the resilience and agency of
marginalized groups within a racially charged economic system.

5. From Segregation to Sales: The Racial History of Black Friday
This book traces Black Friday’s history back to the era of segregation, analyzing how
racial barriers shaped the retail landscape. It reveals how discriminatory laws and social
norms affected shopping habits and access to goods for Black Americans. The author also
discusses how Black Friday has evolved in response to civil rights advancements.

6. Discounted Dignity: Racism and Economic Exploitation on Black Friday
Examining Black Friday through the lens of economic justice, this work critiques how
racial minorities have often been exploited within consumer markets. It highlights
instances where Black labor and purchasing power were undervalued or manipulated
during major sales events. The book calls for a reevaluation of consumer practices to
promote equity and respect.

7. Black Friday’s Racial Divide: History, Harm, and Hope
This book discusses the racial divides that have historically characterized Black Friday
shopping events, including segregated spaces and unequal economic opportunities. It
documents the harm caused by these divides while also exploring efforts to bridge gaps
and create inclusive retail environments. The author offers a hopeful perspective on
fostering equity in consumer culture.

8. Marketing, Manipulation, and Race: The Dark Side of Black Friday
Focusing on the role of marketing in perpetuating racial stereotypes, this book analyzes
Black Friday advertising campaigns and their impact on racial perceptions. It critiques
how consumer manipulation has reinforced systemic racism and shaped public attitudes.
The book calls for more ethical marketing practices that recognize and respect racial
diversity.

9. Black Friday and the Business of Racism
This comprehensive study links Black Friday to broader patterns of racial capitalism,
illustrating how economic systems profit from racial inequalities. It explores the
commercialization of Black Friday as a reflection of societal values and systemic bias. The
author provides insights into how understanding this history can inform more just
economic policies and consumer behaviors.
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