
black magic woman chords and lyrics
black magic woman chords and lyrics are essential for musicians and fans who want to
explore one of the most iconic songs in rock and blues history. Originally written by Peter
Green and famously performed by Santana, this track combines captivating guitar riffs with
meaningful lyrics that have fascinated audiences worldwide. Understanding the chords and
lyrics not only helps in performing the song but also deepens appreciation of its musical
structure and emotional depth. This article provides a comprehensive guide to the black
magic woman chords and lyrics, including chord diagrams, tips for playing, and a detailed
look at the song’s lyrical content. Whether you are a beginner guitarist or an experienced
player, this resource will enhance your ability to master this classic tune. Below is a
detailed table of contents to help navigate through the key points covered in this article.
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Overview of Black Magic Woman
Black Magic Woman is a song originally written by Peter Green and first recorded by
Fleetwood Mac in 1968. However, the song gained widespread popularity through
Santana’s 1970 rendition, which infused it with Latin rock flair and extended instrumental
sections. This track is well-known for its haunting melody and rhythmic complexity, making
it a favorite among guitarists and vocalists alike. The song’s lyrics tell a story of
enchantment and emotional turmoil, which combined with its memorable chord
progressions, create a powerful musical experience. This section will provide background
information on the song’s origin, its significance, and why learning the black magic woman
chords and lyrics is valuable for musicians.

Historical Context
Originally part of Fleetwood Mac’s blues rock repertoire, Black Magic Woman was penned
by Peter Green, the band’s founder and lead guitarist. Santana’s cover introduced the song
to a broader audience by blending rock with Afro-Latin rhythms, which was innovative at
the time. The song’s success helped to cement Santana’s status as a pioneering band in
the fusion of different musical styles. Understanding this history adds depth to the
performance and appreciation of the black magic woman chords and lyrics.



Musical Style
The song is characterized by its minor key tonality, smooth guitar phrases, and a rhythmic
groove that drives the piece forward. It primarily features a combination of blues, rock, and
Latin influences, which can be heard in the chord choices and strumming patterns. The
black magic woman chords are relatively straightforward but require attention to timing
and dynamics to capture the song’s mystique. The lyrics complement the music by
depicting themes of allure and emotional conflict.

Detailed Black Magic Woman Chords
Mastering the black magic woman chords is fundamental to performing the song
accurately. The chord progression is built around minor and major chords that create a
moody atmosphere. The following chords are essential:

Dm (D minor)

C (C major)

Bm (B minor)

Am (A minor)

G (G major)

These chords form the backbone of the song, and their transitions define its smooth yet
dramatic feel. Below is a breakdown of the chord shapes and finger positions for guitarists
aiming to learn black magic woman chords and lyrics.

Chord Diagrams and Finger Positions
The Dm chord is played with the index finger on the first fret of the high E string, the middle
finger on the second fret of the G string, and the ring finger on the third fret of the B string.
For C major, place the index finger on the first fret of the B string, the middle finger on the
second fret of the D string, and the ring finger on the third fret of the A string.

The Bm chord can be played as a barre chord on the second fret, involving barring all
strings with the index finger and forming an Am shape beneath it. Am is played by
positioning the index finger on the first fret of the B string, middle finger on the second fret
of the D string, and ring finger on the second fret of the G string. G major involves placing
the middle finger on the third fret of the low E string, the index finger on the second fret of
the A string, and the ring and pinky fingers on the third fret of the B and high E strings,
respectively.



Chord Progression in the Song
The main progression in black magic woman follows a sequence that repeats throughout
the verses and choruses, creating a hypnotic effect:

Dm1.

C2.

Bm3.

Am4.

This progression supports the melody and allows space for expressive guitar solos and
improvisation. The G chord often appears in transitions and instrumental sections,
contributing to the song’s dynamic changes.

Black Magic Woman Lyrics Analysis
The lyrics of black magic woman are poetic and evocative, describing a mysterious woman
with captivating powers. The song’s narrative revolves around themes of love, deception,
and enchantment. Understanding the lyrics enhances the emotional delivery of the song
and helps performers connect with the audience.

Verse Breakdown
The opening lines introduce the idea of a woman who possesses “black magic,” symbolizing
her enchanting and potentially dangerous influence. The verses explore the singer’s
vulnerability and the irresistible pull toward this enigmatic figure. Each verse builds tension,
reflecting the internal conflict experienced by the narrator.

Chorus and Themes
The chorus reinforces the sense of being under a spell, with repeated phrases emphasizing
the grip the black magic woman has over the singer. Themes of passion, betrayal, and
mysticism are woven throughout the lyrics, making them rich in imagery and emotional
depth. This lyrical content pairs with the minor key chords to create a haunting
atmosphere.

Tips for Playing Black Magic Woman
Playing black magic woman chords and lyrics effectively requires more than just knowing
the chords; it involves technique, timing, and expression. This section offers practical
advice for guitarists and vocalists aiming to perform the song authentically.



Guitar Techniques
Focus on smooth chord transitions and use fingerpicking or gentle strumming to capture
the song’s subtle dynamics. Incorporate vibrato and bends in solos to mimic the expressive
style of Santana’s guitar work. Practicing the chord progression slowly before increasing
speed helps maintain accuracy and feel.

Vocal Delivery
Emphasize the emotional tone of the lyrics by varying vocal intensity and phrasing. The
singer should convey both allure and tension, matching the mood set by the
instrumentation. Breathing control and clear enunciation are crucial for delivering the lyrics’
nuances.

Common Variations and Covers
Since its release, black magic woman has inspired numerous covers and interpretations
across various genres. Artists often introduce unique arrangements and instrumental solos,
showcasing the song’s versatility.

Notable Covers

Santana’s 1970 version, which popularized the song worldwide

Fleetwood Mac’s original blues-rock rendition

Various acoustic and electric interpretations by modern artists

Instrumental jazz and fusion adaptations

Variation in Chords and Style
Some performers add embellishments like hammer-ons, pull-offs, or altered chord voicings
to personalize the black magic woman chords and lyrics. Tempo adjustments and rhythmic
variations are also common, allowing musicians to adapt the song to different performance
contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the basic chords to play 'Black Magic Woman'
by Santana?
The basic chords for 'Black Magic Woman' are Am, D7, G, and F. These chords form the
foundation for the song and are played in a smooth, Latin-inspired rhythm.

Where can I find the complete lyrics for 'Black Magic
Woman'?
The complete lyrics for 'Black Magic Woman' can be found on various music lyric websites
such as Genius, AZLyrics, or MetroLyrics. Additionally, official Santana albums and
songbooks include the lyrics.

How do I play the intro riff of 'Black Magic Woman'?
The intro riff of 'Black Magic Woman' is played using a minor pentatonic scale around the
Am chord. It involves a smooth, bluesy picking pattern that sets the mood for the song.
Watching tutorial videos or guitar tab sites can help you learn the exact notes.

Are there any tips for singing 'Black Magic Woman'
while playing chords?
Yes, practice the chord transitions slowly at first to get comfortable. Since the song has a
soulful and smooth feel, focus on your phrasing and timing. Also, familiarize yourself with
the melody by listening closely to the original track before attempting to sing and play
simultaneously.

Is 'Black Magic Woman' originally by Santana or another
artist?
'Black Magic Woman' was originally written and performed by Peter Green with the band
Fleetwood Mac in 1968. Santana popularized the song with their 1970 cover, adding Latin
rock elements and making it widely famous.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Black Magic Woman: Chords and Lyrics Unveiled
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the iconic song "Black Magic Woman," focusing
on its chord progressions and lyrical themes. It includes detailed chord charts, strumming
patterns, and annotations to help guitarists of all levels master the tune. Additionally, the
book provides background on the song’s history and its influence in rock and blues music.

2. The Ultimate Guide to Playing Black Magic Woman
Designed for intermediate players, this guide breaks down the song into manageable
sections, with clear chord diagrams and finger placement tips. The lyrics are analyzed to
highlight their poetic elements and storytelling techniques. Readers also gain insight into
improvisation techniques inspired by the song’s style.



3. Black Magic Woman: A Guitarist’s Companion
This companion book pairs the song’s chords and lyrics with exercises to improve finger
dexterity and rhythm control. It includes alternate chord voicings and variations to expand
the player’s repertoire. The book also discusses the song’s role in the fusion of blues and
Latin music genres.

4. Chord Progressions and Lyrics: Black Magic Woman Edition
Focusing on the structural elements of the song, this book breaks down each chord
progression and its emotional impact. It offers side-by-side comparisons of different
versions of "Black Magic Woman," including Santana’s famous rendition. The lyrical analysis
delves into themes of mystery and allure.

5. Learn Black Magic Woman: Step-by-Step Chords and Lyrics
Perfect for beginners, this instructional book provides a stepwise approach to learning the
song, starting with basic chords and gradually introducing more complex fingerings. It
features annotated lyrics to aid in memorization and performance. Helpful tips for singing
along while playing are also included.

6. Black Magic Woman Lyrics and Guitar Techniques
This book combines lyrical interpretation with practical guitar techniques used in the song,
such as hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides. It emphasizes the importance of expression and
dynamics in delivering the song’s mood. Readers will find practice routines designed to
enhance their skills systematically.

7. The Art of Black Magic Woman: Chords, Lyrics, and Style
Exploring the artistic aspects of the song, this book discusses how the chords and lyrics
work together to create an evocative musical experience. It includes interviews with
musicians who have covered the song and their unique approaches. The book also provides
tips on capturing the song’s signature sound.

8. Black Magic Woman: From Lyrics to Lead Guitar
This volume goes beyond rhythm guitar to teach lead guitar parts inspired by "Black Magic
Woman." It includes solo transcriptions, scale suggestions, and phrasing techniques aligned
with the song’s mood. The lyrics are presented alongside explanations of their narrative
significance.

9. Playing Black Magic Woman: A Comprehensive Chord and Lyric Handbook
This comprehensive handbook compiles everything guitarists need to know about playing
"Black Magic Woman," including chord charts, lyric sheets, and performance notes. It also
covers tuning options and gear recommendations to achieve an authentic sound. The book
is ideal for musicians aiming to perform the song confidently.
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