
bones of the hand and wrist anatomy
bones of the hand and wrist anatomy form a complex and intricate network essential for the wide
range of movements and functions performed by the human hand. Understanding the detailed
structure of these bones is crucial for professionals in medicine, physiotherapy, and related health
sciences. This article explores the various bones that compose the hand and wrist, their anatomical
classifications, and their roles in hand mechanics. Additionally, it discusses the joints that connect
these bones, allowing for the dexterity and flexibility characteristic of human hands. The overview
also includes common clinical considerations related to these bones, such as fractures and disorders.
This comprehensive guide aims to provide a clear, detailed insight into the bones of the hand and
wrist anatomy and their functional significance.
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Overview of Hand and Wrist Bones
The bones of the hand and wrist anatomy consist of 27 individual bones that work together to
provide both stability and mobility. These bones can be broadly classified into three groups: the
carpal bones, metacarpal bones, and phalanges. The wrist contains the carpal bones, which form the
connection between the forearm and the hand. The metacarpals are the long bones that extend from
the wrist to the fingers, while the phalanges make up the finger bones themselves. This complex
arrangement is supported by ligaments, tendons, and muscles that facilitate a wide range of fine
motor skills and gross movements.

Carpal Bones: Structure and Function
The carpal bones are eight small bones arranged in two rows that form the wrist, or carpus. These
bones play a vital role in wrist mobility and stability, acting as a bridge between the forearm and the
hand. The carpal bones are arranged to provide flexibility in multiple directions while maintaining
strength for weight-bearing and grasping.



Proximal Row of Carpal Bones
The proximal row of carpal bones is located closest to the forearm and includes four bones:

Scaphoid: The largest bone in the proximal row, critical for wrist stability.

Lunate: Centrally positioned, articulates with the radius bone of the forearm.

Triquetrum: Located on the ulnar side, helps form the ulnocarpal joint.

Pisiform: A small sesamoid bone that sits on the triquetrum and serves as a muscle
attachment site.

Distal Row of Carpal Bones
The distal row is situated closer to the hand and includes four bones that articulate with the
metacarpals:

Trapezium: Articulates with the first metacarpal bone, enabling thumb movements.

Trapezoid: Supports the base of the second metacarpal.

Capitate: The largest carpal bone, centrally located and articulates with the third metacarpal.

Hamate: Notable for its hook-like projection, articulates with the fourth and fifth metacarpals.

Metacarpal Bones: Anatomy and Characteristics
The metacarpal bones form the intermediate part of the skeletal hand, located between the carpal
bones and the phalanges. There are five metacarpals, numbered one through five starting from the
thumb side. These long bones are essential for hand function, providing the framework for the palm
and supporting finger movement.

Structure of Metacarpals
Each metacarpal consists of three main parts:

Base: The proximal end that articulates with the distal row of carpal bones.

Shaft: The elongated middle section that provides structural support.

Head: The distal end that forms the knuckle and articulates with the proximal phalanges.



Function and Movement
The metacarpals contribute to the hand's ability to perform gripping and manipulative tasks. Their
articulation with the carpal bones allows slight gliding movements, while the metacarpophalangeal
joints permit flexion, extension, abduction, and adduction of the fingers.

Phalanges: Classification and Details
The phalanges are the bones of the fingers and thumb. Each finger contains three phalanges, while
the thumb has two. These bones are smaller and more delicate than the metacarpals but are vital for
the fine motor skills of the hand.

Types of Phalanges
The phalanges are classified based on their position along the finger:

Proximal Phalanges: The bones closest to the metacarpals.

Middle Phalanges: Present in the index, middle, ring, and little fingers only.

Distal Phalanges: The bones at the fingertip, supporting the nails.

Phalangeal Joints
These bones are connected by interphalangeal joints, which allow bending and straightening of the
fingers. The thumb has a single interphalangeal joint, while the other fingers have two, enabling a
wide range of precise movements essential for grasping and manipulation.

Joints of the Hand and Wrist
The bones of the hand and wrist anatomy are interconnected by various joints that facilitate
movement and provide stability. These joints include the radiocarpal joint, intercarpal joints,
carpometacarpal joints, metacarpophalangeal joints, and interphalangeal joints.

Radiocarpal Joint
This is the wrist joint, where the radius of the forearm meets the proximal row of carpal bones. It
allows flexion, extension, and limited rotation of the wrist, playing a critical role in wrist mobility.



Intercarpal Joints
The carpal bones are interconnected by intercarpal joints, which are synovial and allow small gliding
movements. These joints contribute to the flexibility and adaptability of the wrist during complex
hand movements.

Carpometacarpal Joints
These joints connect the distal row of carpal bones with the metacarpals. The carpometacarpal joint
of the thumb is a saddle joint, enabling a wide range of thumb movements including opposition,
which is critical for grasping.

Metacarpophalangeal Joints
Located at the bases of the fingers, these condyloid joints allow flexion, extension, abduction, and
adduction of the fingers, facilitating a variety of hand functions from gripping to typing.

Interphalangeal Joints
Present between the phalanges, these hinge joints allow bending and straightening of the fingers
and thumb, essential for fine motor skills and dexterity.

Clinical Significance of Hand and Wrist Bones
The bones of the hand and wrist anatomy are prone to various injuries and conditions due to their
complex structure and frequent use. Understanding their anatomy is vital in diagnosing and treating
these issues effectively.

Common Fractures
Fractures of the hand and wrist bones are common, particularly in the scaphoid and distal radius.
These fractures can impair hand function and require accurate diagnosis and treatment to prevent
long-term complications such as arthritis or chronic pain.

Arthritis and Degenerative Conditions
Osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis frequently affect the small joints in the hand and wrist,
leading to pain, stiffness, and reduced mobility. Familiarity with the bone anatomy aids in
understanding the progression of these diseases and planning appropriate interventions.



Other Disorders
Conditions such as carpal tunnel syndrome involve the structures around the bones of the wrist,
affecting nerve function and hand sensation. Bone deformities and congenital anomalies can also
impact hand function and require specialized care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main bones that make up the wrist?
The wrist is primarily composed of eight carpal bones arranged in two rows: the proximal row
(scaphoid, lunate, triquetrum, pisiform) and the distal row (trapezium, trapezoid, capitate, hamate).

How many bones are there in the human hand including the
wrist?
The human hand, including the wrist, consists of 27 bones: 8 carpal bones in the wrist, 5 metacarpal
bones in the palm, and 14 phalanges in the fingers.

What is the function of the metacarpal bones in hand
anatomy?
The metacarpal bones form the intermediate part of the hand between the wrist and the fingers.
They provide structure to the palm and serve as attachment sites for muscles, enabling hand
movements.

Which bone in the wrist is most commonly fractured and why?
The scaphoid bone is the most commonly fractured carpal bone due to its location and the fact that it
often absorbs the impact when a person falls on an outstretched hand.

How are the phalanges of the fingers structured in the hand?
Each finger has three phalanges: proximal, middle, and distal, except for the thumb which has two
(proximal and distal). These bones facilitate finger movement and dexterity.

Additional Resources
1. Gray's Anatomy: The Anatomical Basis of Clinical Practice
This comprehensive textbook offers detailed descriptions and illustrations of the human anatomy,
including an in-depth section on the bones of the hand and wrist. It is widely regarded as an
essential resource for medical students and professionals. The book covers both the skeletal
structures and their clinical relevance, providing a thorough understanding of hand and wrist
anatomy.



2. Hand and Wrist Anatomy and Biomechanics
This specialized book focuses on the detailed anatomy and biomechanics of the hand and wrist
bones. It explains the complex interactions between bones, ligaments, and muscles that enable hand
function. The text is supported by clear diagrams and clinical correlations, making it useful for
orthopedic surgeons and therapists.

3. Essentials of Hand Surgery
Targeted at surgeons and healthcare professionals, this book includes comprehensive chapters on
the anatomy of the hand and wrist bones. It discusses common injuries and surgical approaches with
a strong anatomical foundation. Readers gain insight into the structural details necessary for
effective treatment of hand and wrist conditions.

4. Atlas of Human Anatomy of the Hand and Wrist
This atlas provides high-quality, detailed anatomical illustrations focusing solely on the hand and
wrist bones. It serves as a visual guide for medical students, educators, and clinicians. Each image is
accompanied by concise descriptions highlighting key anatomical landmarks and variations.

5. Clinical Anatomy of the Hand
This book offers a clinical perspective on hand anatomy, with specific emphasis on the bones of the
hand and wrist. It links anatomical knowledge to clinical practice, including diagnostic and
therapeutic procedures. The text is enriched with case studies and imaging examples to enhance
understanding.

6. Functional Anatomy of the Hand and Wrist
Exploring the relationship between structure and function, this book details the anatomy of hand
and wrist bones and their role in movement and dexterity. It incorporates biomechanical principles
and clinical insights to explain how skeletal anatomy supports hand function. This resource is
valuable for therapists, surgeons, and anatomists.

7. Orthopaedic Anatomy of the Wrist and Hand
Designed for orthopedic surgeons and residents, this book covers the detailed anatomy of the wrist
and hand bones with an emphasis on clinical applications. It discusses fracture patterns, deformities,
and surgical landmarks. The book is richly illustrated and includes practical tips for surgical
intervention.

8. Imaging Anatomy of the Wrist and Hand
Focusing on radiological anatomy, this book presents detailed imaging studies of the bones of the
hand and wrist. It helps clinicians interpret X-rays, CT scans, and MRIs with anatomical precision.
The text bridges the gap between anatomy and diagnostic imaging, aiding in accurate diagnosis and
treatment planning.

9. The Wrist and Hand: Diagnosis and Therapy
This book combines anatomical detail with diagnostic and therapeutic strategies for wrist and hand
disorders. It includes comprehensive coverage of the bone structures, common pathologies, and
treatment options. The integration of anatomy and clinical practice makes it an essential reference
for hand specialists.
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