
boy scout patch placement guide

boy scout patch placement guide is essential for Scouts and leaders to maintain a neat, uniform, and
organized appearance. Proper patch placement is not only a matter of tradition but also of respect for the
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) program. This guide provides detailed instructions on where to place various
patches on the Boy Scout uniform, including rank badges, merit badges, council patches, and special awards.
Understanding the correct locations for each patch ensures Scouts present themselves professionally and
adhere to BSA standards. Additionally, this article covers the differences in placement for Boy Scouts and
Cub Scouts, common mistakes to avoid, and tips for sewing or ironing patches securely. By following this
comprehensive boy scout patch placement guide, Scouts can confidently display their achievements and
affiliations with pride and accuracy.
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Understanding the Uniform
The Boy Scout uniform is a symbol of the organization’s values and achievements. It comprises various parts
including the shirt, neckerchief, hat, and pants or shorts. Each part of the uniform serves as a designated
space for specific patches and insignia. Knowing the layout of the uniform is the first step in understanding
proper patch placement. The official Boy Scout shirt is typically tan and features multiple areas where
patches can be sewn or ironed on. These areas include the sleeves, pockets, and above or below the pockets.
The uniform also varies slightly between Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Venturers, with each having distinct
patch placement rules.



Uniform Components
The main components of the Boy Scout uniform related to patch placement include:

Left Pocket: Rank badges and certain awards

Right Pocket: Temporary patches and activity awards

Left Sleeve: Council shoulder patch, unit numbers, and position patches

Right Sleeve: U.S. flag and patrol patches

Above the Left Pocket: World Crest emblem

Standard Patch Placement Locations
Each patch on the Boy Scout uniform has a designated location defined by the Boy Scouts of America to
ensure uniformity and respect for the achievements represented. The standard patch placement locations
are consistent across most troops, making it easier for Scouts to identify and display their accomplishments
correctly. Patches are usually sewn on, but some may be ironed on depending on the material and patch
type.

Left Sleeve Placement
The left sleeve is primarily reserved for identifying the Scout’s council, troop, and leadership position. The
top of the left sleeve displays the council shoulder patch, which represents the local council overseeing the
troop. Below it, the troop numbers are displayed in two-digit patches. Leadership position patches, such as
Patrol Leader or Senior Patrol Leader, are also sewn on this sleeve.

Right Sleeve Placement
The right sleeve commonly features the U.S. flag patch at the top. Below the flag, patrol patches are
displayed to indicate the Scout’s patrol within the troop. Temporary event patches, worn during special
activities or summer camps, are typically placed here but must be removed after the event ends to
maintain uniform standards.



Rank Badges and Advancement Patches
Rank badges are among the most significant patches a Scout earns and are prominently displayed on the
uniform. These patches indicate the Scout’s progress through the ranks, from Scout to Eagle Scout and
beyond. Correct placement of these badges is crucial to showing respect for the advancement system and
for easy recognition by leaders and peers.

Placement of Rank Badges
Rank badges are sewn centered on the left pocket of the Boy Scout shirt. The badge should fit neatly
within the pocket area and be positioned so that it is clearly visible and aligned. For Scouts who have
earned multiple advancement awards, only the current rank badge is worn on the left pocket. Other
awards related to rank advancement are placed elsewhere on the uniform.

Merit Badge Sash and Placement
Merit badges are not placed directly on the shirt but are displayed on a separate merit badge sash worn
over the right shoulder. The sash holds up to 128 merit badges and is worn during court of honor
ceremonies and formal events. Properly organizing merit badges on the sash according to the BSA
guidelines is also an important part of uniform presentation.

Merit Badge Placement
While merit badges are worn on a sash rather than the shirt, understanding their placement is essential for
Scouts preparing for formal events or merit badge presentations. The sash is designed to showcase a Scout’s
accomplishments in a visually organized manner. Merit badges should be sewn in neat rows and columns to
maintain a tidy appearance.

Arranging Merit Badges
Merit badges are sewn onto the merit badge sash starting from the bottom front edge and working upward
in rows. The badges should be spaced evenly and sewn securely to prevent damage or loss. Scouts are
encouraged to keep their sash clean and replace any worn or damaged merit badges promptly.

Council and Unit Identifiers
Council patches and unit identifiers play a vital role in representing the Scout’s affiliation with their local
council and troop. These patches are prominently displayed on the left sleeve of the uniform to signify



community and troop identity. Proper placement helps distinguish Scouts from different regions and
groups during events and activities.

Council Shoulder Patch
The council shoulder patch is a rectangular patch that identifies the local BSA council. It is sewn at the top
of the left sleeve, just below the shoulder seam. This patch typically features the name or emblem of the
council and is a required part of the uniform.

Unit Numbers
Below the council shoulder patch, the unit numbers are sewn in two separate patches, each representing
one or two digits of the troop or pack number. The numbers are placed vertically, with the top number
closest to the council patch. This placement clearly identifies the Scout’s home unit.

Special Awards and Temporary Patches
Special awards, such as the World Crest, religious emblems, or specific activity patches, have designated
locations to honor their significance. Temporary patches are often worn during events but should be
removed afterward to maintain the uniform’s integrity.

World Crest Emblem
The World Crest is a symbol of the global Scouting movement and is worn above the left pocket, centered
between the shoulder seam and pocket. This patch is worn by Scouts worldwide, symbolizing unity and
brotherhood.

Temporary and Event Patches
Temporary patches commemorating camps, jamborees, or other events are typically worn on the right
pocket or right sleeve. These patches are meant to be temporary and should be removed at the conclusion
of the event to keep the uniform consistent with BSA standards.

Common Mistakes and Tips for Patch Application
Incorrect patch placement is a common issue that can detract from the professional appearance of the Boy
Scout uniform. Understanding common mistakes and following tips for correctly applying patches ensures



the uniform meets BSA requirements and reflects the Scout’s achievements accurately.

Common Mistakes

Placing patches too high or too low on the sleeves or pockets

Wearing multiple rank badges at once on the left pocket

Failing to remove temporary patches after events

Using incorrect patches for the Scout’s current rank or position

Uneven sewing or gluing that causes patches to peel or fall off

Tips for Proper Application
To ensure patches stay securely attached and look neat, follow these tips:

Use a needle and thread to sew patches firmly onto the uniform

Iron-on patches should be applied using an appropriate heat setting and protective cloth

Measure and mark patch placement with chalk or fabric pencil before sewing

Consult the official Boy Scout patch placement guide or troop leader for verification

Maintain the uniform by cleaning and repairing patches as needed

Frequently Asked Questions

Where should the Boy Scout rank patch be placed on the uniform?
The Boy Scout rank patch is placed on the left pocket of the uniform shirt, centered on the pocket and
touching the top edge.



How do you position merit badges on the Boy Scout uniform?
Merit badges are sewn onto the merit badge sash, which is worn over the right shoulder, with badges
arranged in rows of three.

Where is the patrol patch located on the Boy Scout uniform?
The patrol patch is worn on the right sleeve of the uniform, just below the shoulder seam.

What is the correct placement for the World Crest emblem on a Boy
Scout uniform?
The World Crest emblem is placed centered over the left pocket, above the Boy Scout rank patch.

Where should temporary patches be worn on the Boy Scout uniform?
Temporary patches are typically worn on the right pocket of the uniform shirt, but should be removed
after the event.

How should the council shoulder patch be positioned on a Boy Scout
uniform?
The council shoulder patch is sewn at the top of the left sleeve, just below the shoulder seam.

Additional Resources
1. The Official Boy Scout Handbook: Uniform and Patch Placement Guide
This comprehensive handbook is the go-to resource for all things related to Boy Scout uniforms, including
detailed instructions on proper patch placement. It features clear illustrations and step-by-step guidance to
ensure every scout’s uniform meets official standards. Perfect for new scouts, leaders, and parents alike.

2. Mastering Scout Uniforms: A Complete Patch Placement Manual
This book offers an in-depth look at the correct positioning of badges, patches, and insignias on Boy Scout
uniforms. It explains the significance of each patch and provides tips on maintaining a neat and organized
uniform. Scouts will find it helpful for earning and proudly displaying their achievements.

3. Scout Patch Placement and Uniform Etiquette
Focused on the rules and traditions behind Boy Scout uniforms, this guide covers the proper placement of
patches and the etiquette associated with wearing the uniform. It includes historical context to help scouts
appreciate the symbolism behind their badges. Leaders will find it useful for training purposes.



4. Patches and Progress: A Boy Scout’s Guide to Uniform Excellence
This engaging guide helps scouts understand how to correctly place their merit badges and rank patches
while highlighting the importance of uniform pride. It features photos and diagrams that make patch
placement easy to follow. The book also discusses how uniform presentation relates to scout values.

5. Badge Placement for Boy Scouts: A Visual Guide
With its focus on visual learning, this guide uses detailed illustrations to show where each type of patch
should be sewn or ironed on a Boy Scout uniform. It is an excellent tool for scouts who learn best through
images and hands-on practice. The book also offers troubleshooting advice for common patch placement
mistakes.

6. The Complete Guide to Boy Scout Uniforms and Patches
Covering everything from the history of the Boy Scout uniform to the latest patch placement regulations,
this book is a thorough resource for scouts and leaders. It breaks down the uniform into sections, explaining
where and why each patch belongs. The guide is updated to reflect current BSA guidelines.

7. Boy Scout Patch Placement: Tips and Tricks for a Perfect Uniform
This practical guide provides useful tips for scouts on how to neatly and securely attach patches to their
uniforms. It discusses various sewing techniques and alternative methods for patch application. The book
also addresses common questions about patch placement during inspections.

8. Uniform Pride: A Scout Leader’s Guide to Patch Placement
Designed specifically for scout leaders, this book helps in teaching proper uniform standards and patch
placement to scouts of all ages. It includes lesson plans, patch placement charts, and advice on encouraging
scouts to take pride in their uniforms. Leaders will find it invaluable for troop meetings and training
sessions.

9. From Tenderfoot to Eagle: Patch Placement for Every Boy Scout Rank
This book guides scouts through the uniform changes and patch placements required at each rank
advancement, from Tenderfoot all the way to Eagle Scout. It clearly marks where to place rank badges,
merit badges, and special awards. The book helps scouts keep their uniforms accurate and up-to-date
throughout their scouting journey.
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