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button button by richard matheson answer key is a highly sought-after
resource for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts aiming to
understand the intricate themes and plot details of Richard Matheson’s famous
short story "Button, Button." This article delves deeply into the essential
elements of the story, providing a thorough explanation of its key points,
character motivations, and moral questions. By using this answer key, readers
can gain a clearer comprehension of the story’s narrative and its underlying
messages about human nature, ethics, and the consequences of choices. The
content also explores common questions associated with the story, ensuring a
comprehensive understanding. This guide is optimized for those looking to
enhance their grasp of the story’s complexities and improve their academic
performance related to this literary work. Below is an organized overview of
the topics covered to facilitate easy navigation.
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Overview of "Button, Button" by Richard
Matheson
"Button, Button" is a short story written by Richard Matheson that explores
the ethical and psychological dilemmas faced by an ordinary couple when
presented with a mysterious box containing a button. The premise revolves
around a proposition: if the button is pressed, someone they do not know will
die, and they will receive a large sum of money. The story is well-known for
its suspenseful narrative and thought-provoking questions about human nature
and morality. Understanding the context and setting of this story is crucial
to grasping the layers of meaning embedded within the plot.



Background and Publication
Originally published in the mid-20th century, "Button, Button" gained
popularity for its concise yet impactful storytelling. It has been adapted
into various media, including television episodes, which further solidify its
place in popular culture. The story reflects Matheson’s skill in blending
speculative fiction with psychological drama, making it a staple in literary
studies focused on ethical dilemmas.

Significance in Literature
This story is often included in anthologies and educational syllabi due to
its rich thematic content and ability to provoke critical thinking. It
challenges readers to consider the consequences of seemingly simple decisions
and the value of human life versus material gain.

Plot Summary and Key Events
The narrative centers on a couple, Norma and Arthur Lewis, who receive a
mysterious box with a button and a proposition from a stranger. The stranger
explains that pressing the button will grant them $50,000, but at the cost of
a stranger’s life. The story unfolds as Norma contemplates the moral and
practical ramifications of the choice.

Initial Setup
The story begins with the arrival of the box and the stranger’s explanation.
Norma’s curiosity and the couple’s financial situation add tension to the
narrative. The mysterious nature of the box and the moral quandary it
presents form the core conflict.

Decision and Consequences
Norma’s eventual decision to press the button leads to unexpected
consequences that raise questions about fate, responsibility, and guilt. The
twist ending underscores the story’s exploration of cause and effect and the
hidden costs of human actions.

Key Events List

Arrival of the box and stranger’s proposition

Norma and Arthur’s discussion about the morality of pressing the button



Norma’s internal conflict and ultimate decision

The surprising revelation at the story’s conclusion

Character Analysis
Understanding the characters of Norma and Arthur Lewis is essential to
interpreting the story’s message. Their personalities, motivations, and
reactions provide insight into human behavior when confronted with ethical
dilemmas.

Norma Lewis
Norma is portrayed as curious, impulsive, and somewhat materialistic, which
drives the plot forward. Her decision-making process and emotional responses
highlight the human tendency to rationalize morally questionable choices when
faced with temptation.

Arthur Lewis
Arthur serves as a foil to Norma, embodying caution and ethical concern. His
reactions represent the voice of conscience and moral restraint, providing a
counterbalance to Norma’s impulsiveness. Their contrasting viewpoints create
tension that emphasizes the story’s central conflict.

The Stranger
The enigmatic stranger functions as the catalyst for the plot. His cold,
detached presentation of the proposition challenges the characters’ and
readers’ perceptions of responsibility and the value of human life.

Themes and Symbolism
The story’s power lies in its exploration of universal themes and the use of
symbolism to deepen the narrative’s impact. Key themes include morality,
greed, human nature, and the consequences of choice.

Morality and Ethical Choices
"Button, Button" confronts readers with the difficult question of whether
monetary gain justifies harm to others. The story forces an examination of



personal values and the limits of ethical behavior under pressure.

Greed and Temptation
The lure of money acts as a symbol of temptation, revealing how greed can
cloud judgment and lead to destructive decisions. The button itself is a
metaphor for the ease with which one can cross moral boundaries when tempted.

Consequences and Responsibility
The narrative underscores the inevitability of consequences that follow from
decisions, especially those made without full consideration of their impact
on others. It raises questions about accountability and the ripple effects of
individual actions.

Symbolism of the Button
The button represents power and choice. It symbolizes the ability to control
life and death, underscoring the story’s tension between human agency and
ethical limits.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answer Key
This section provides clear answers to common questions about "Button,
Button" by Richard Matheson, assisting readers in understanding the story’s
nuances and implications.

What is the moral lesson of "Button, Button"?
The moral lesson centers on the dangers of valuing money over human life and
the ethical consequences of selfish decisions. It warns about the corrupting
influence of greed and the importance of considering the impact of one’s
actions on others.

Who dies when the button is pressed?
The story implies that a stranger dies, but the twist reveals that the victim
might be closer than initially believed, complicating the ethical
implications of the decision.



Why is the story titled "Button, Button"?
The repetition emphasizes the significance of the button as the pivotal
element in the story. It also reflects the simplicity yet profound impact of
the choice presented.

What is the significance of the ending?
The ending serves as a dramatic twist that challenges reader expectations and
reinforces the story’s themes of consequence and irony. It reveals the
unforeseen outcomes of seemingly straightforward decisions.

How does the story explore human nature?
By presenting a moral dilemma, the story exposes the complexity of human
motivations, including selfishness, curiosity, and moral conflict. It
examines how individuals respond to temptation and pressure.

Interpretations and Moral Implications
Various interpretations of "Button, Button" offer deeper insight into its
ethical and psychological dimensions. The story invites readers to reflect on
their values and the nature of morality in a complex world.

Philosophical Perspectives
The story can be viewed through the lens of utilitarianism versus
deontological ethics, debating whether outcomes justify actions or if certain
acts are inherently wrong regardless of consequences.

Psychological Analysis
Psychologically, the story explores cognitive dissonance, guilt, and
rationalization, illustrating how individuals reconcile conflicting emotions
and justify difficult choices.

Societal Reflections
The narrative also comments on societal attitudes toward wealth,
responsibility, and the value placed on human life, encouraging critical
examination of cultural norms and ethical standards.



List of Moral Questions Raised

Is it ever acceptable to harm others for personal gain?

How do individuals justify unethical decisions?

What responsibilities do people have toward strangers?

Can one live with the consequences of immoral actions?

How does temptation influence moral judgment?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Button Button' by Richard
Matheson?
The main theme of 'Button Button' is the moral dilemma and consequences of
human greed and curiosity when faced with a mysterious and dangerous choice.

What choice is presented to the characters in
'Button Button' by Richard Matheson?
The characters are presented with a button that, if pressed, will cause
someone they don't know to die and they will receive a large sum of money.

Who are the primary characters in 'Button Button' by
Richard Matheson?
The primary characters are Norma and Arthur Lewis, a married couple who
receive the mysterious box with the button.

What is the significance of the button in Richard
Matheson's 'Button Button'?
The button symbolizes temptation and the ethical test of human nature,
challenging the characters' morals and decisions.

How does 'Button Button' by Richard Matheson end?
In the end, Norma presses the button and discovers the tragic consequences of
her choice, highlighting the story's moral message.



What lesson does 'Button Button' by Richard Matheson
teach readers?
The story teaches that actions have consequences and that succumbing to
temptation for personal gain can lead to unintended and tragic outcomes.

Is 'Button Button' by Richard Matheson based on a
true story?
No, 'Button Button' is a fictional short story written by Richard Matheson
exploring speculative and ethical themes.

Has 'Button Button' by Richard Matheson been adapted
into other media?
Yes, 'Button Button' was adapted into an episode of the television series
'The Twilight Zone' and has inspired various other adaptations and
discussions.

Additional Resources
1. Button, Button by Richard Matheson - Answer Key
This answer key provides detailed explanations and analysis of Richard
Matheson's short story "Button, Button." It helps readers understand the
moral dilemmas and psychological themes presented in the story. Perfect for
students and educators looking to deepen their comprehension of the
narrative.

2. Button, Button by Richard Matheson: A Study Guide
This study guide offers summaries, character analyses, and discussion
questions for "Button, Button." It explores the ethical questions raised by
the story and encourages critical thinking. Ideal for classroom use or
individual study.

3. The Twilight Zone Companion by Marc Scott Zicree
As "Button, Button" was adapted into a famous Twilight Zone episode, this
companion book delves into the show's episodes, including Matheson's work. It
provides background information, production notes, and thematic insights.
Fans of the story will appreciate the detailed exploration of its TV
adaptation.

4. Richard Matheson: Collected Stories
This collection features many of Matheson's most compelling short stories,
including "Button, Button." Readers can explore his distinctive blend of
horror, suspense, and speculative fiction. The anthology showcases the
author's skill in crafting thought-provoking tales.

5. The Ethics of Choice: Moral Dilemmas in Literature



This book examines various literary works that center on moral dilemmas
similar to those in "Button, Button." It discusses how authors use these
situations to challenge readers' perspectives on right and wrong. A great
resource for those interested in ethical philosophy and literature.

6. Short Stories That Make You Think: A Critical Anthology
Featuring a selection of short stories with profound themes, this anthology
includes a discussion on "Button, Button" and other thought-provoking tales.
Each story is accompanied by analysis that invites readers to question human
nature and decision-making.

7. Suspense and Horror: The Works of Richard Matheson
This critical examination explores Matheson's contributions to suspense and
horror genres, with emphasis on his short stories like "Button, Button." It
discusses narrative techniques and thematic elements that define his style.

8. Decision Points: Exploring Consequences in Fiction
Focused on stories where characters face life-altering decisions, this book
analyzes how choices drive plot and character development. "Button, Button"
is featured as a prime example of how a single decision can lead to
unexpected consequences.

9. Psychological Thrillers: An Anthology of Short Stories
This anthology collects psychological thrillers that engage with themes of
tension, fear, and human psychology. Including stories similar in tone and
theme to "Button, Button," it offers readers a deeper look into the genre's
impact on readers.
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