
calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet

calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for students and

professionals mastering the intricate concepts of sequences and series in Calculus II. This

comprehensive guide covers fundamental definitions, convergence tests, power series, Taylor and

Maclaurin series, and important formulas that simplify problem-solving. Understanding these topics is

crucial as they form the foundation for advanced applications in mathematics, physics, and

engineering. This cheat sheet emphasizes clarity and precision, ensuring that key terms like infinite

series, convergence criteria, and radius of convergence are thoroughly explained. With this structured

overview, learners can quickly recall essential concepts, identify series types, and apply appropriate

tests efficiently. The following sections provide a detailed breakdown of major topics related to calculus

2 sequences and series cheat sheet.

Fundamentals of Sequences

Infinite Series and Convergence

Tests for Convergence

Power Series and Radius of Convergence

Taylor and Maclaurin Series

Common Series and Formulas



Fundamentals of Sequences

Sequences are ordered lists of numbers defined by a specific rule or formula for the nth term. In

calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet, understanding sequences is the starting point for

exploring infinite series and their behavior. A sequence is typically denoted as {a_n} where n is a

positive integer representing the term number.

Definition and Notation

A sequence is a function whose domain is the set of natural numbers and whose range is a set of real

or complex numbers. The nth term is expressed as a_n or sometimes as s_n. For example, the

sequence defined by a_n = 1/n generates the terms 1, 1/2, 1/3, and so on.

Limit of a Sequence

The limit of a sequence describes the value the terms approach as n approaches infinity. If the limit

exists and is finite, the sequence converges; otherwise, it diverges. Mathematically, the sequence

{a_n} converges to L if for every ε > 0, there exists an N such that |a_n - L| < ε whenever n > N.

Monotonic and Bounded Sequences

Sequences can be monotonic if they are either non-increasing or non-decreasing. Bounded sequences

are those confined within specific upper and lower limits. These properties are important because

monotonic and bounded sequences always converge, a fact used frequently in calculus 2 sequences

and series cheat sheet.



Infinite Series and Convergence

Infinite series are sums of infinitely many terms of a sequence. The study of infinite series and their

convergence is a central theme in calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet. An infinite series is

denoted as Σa_n, where n runs from a starting integer (usually 1 or 0) to infinity.

Partial Sums and Series Definition

The partial sum S_n is the sum of the first n terms of a series. The infinite series converges if the

sequence of partial sums {S_n} converges to a finite limit S. If no such limit exists, the series diverges.

Types of Series

Several types of series frequently appear in calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet, including:

Geometric Series: Series with terms in geometric progression, expressed as Σar^n.

Arithmetic Series: Although finite arithmetic series are common, infinite arithmetic series typically

diverge.

p-Series: Series of the form Σ1/n^p, which converge if p > 1 and diverge otherwise.

Tests for Convergence

Determining whether a series converges or diverges is vital in calculus 2 sequences and series cheat

sheet. Numerous convergence tests exist, each applicable under specific conditions. The following are

the most widely used tests.



Divergence Test

If the limit of the nth term a_n does not approach zero, the series Σa_n diverges. This test is a

necessary but not sufficient condition for convergence.

Integral Test

This test compares the series to an improper integral. If f(x) is positive, continuous, and decreasing for

x ≥ 1 and a_n = f(n), then Σa_n and the integral from 1 to infinity of f(x) dx either both converge or

both diverge.

Comparison Tests

Comparison tests involve comparing the given series to a second series whose convergence behavior

is known:

Direct Comparison Test: If 0 ≤ a_n ≤ b_n and Σb_n converges, then Σa_n converges.

Limit Comparison Test: If lim (a_n / b_n) = c, where c is a positive finite number, both series

converge or diverge together.

Ratio and Root Tests

These tests are particularly useful for series involving factorials or exponentials:

Ratio Test: If lim |a_(n+1) / a_n| = L, then the series converges if L < 1, diverges if L > 1, and is

inconclusive if L = 1.



Root Test: If lim nth root of |a_n| = L, the same convergence criteria as the ratio test apply.

Alternating Series Test

For series with terms alternating in sign, if the absolute value of terms decreases monotonically to

zero, the series converges. This applies to many important series discussed in calculus 2 sequences

and series cheat sheet.

Power Series and Radius of Convergence

Power series are infinite series in which each term contains a variable raised to a power, typically

centered around a point a. They play a significant role in approximating functions and solving

differential equations in calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet.

Definition of Power Series

A power series centered at a is expressed as Σc_n(x - a)^n, where c_n represents the coefficients.

The behavior of the series depends on the value of x relative to a.

Radius and Interval of Convergence

The radius of convergence R is a nonnegative number indicating the distance from the center a within

which the power series converges absolutely. The interval of convergence is the set of x-values for

which the series converges and can be written as (a - R, a + R), possibly including endpoints.



Determining Radius of Convergence

The radius of convergence can be found using the ratio or root tests applied to the general term of the

power series. Specifically,

Ratio Test: R = 1 / lim sup |c_(n+1) / c_n|1.

Root Test: R = 1 / lim sup nth root of |c_n|2.

Taylor and Maclaurin Series

Taylor and Maclaurin series are special types of power series used to represent functions as infinite

sums of derivatives evaluated at a point. These series are fundamental tools in calculus 2 sequences

and series cheat sheet for function approximation.

Taylor Series

The Taylor series of a function f(x) about x = a is given by:

f(x) = Σ (f^n(a) / n!) (x - a)^n, where f^n(a) is the nth derivative of f evaluated at a.

This series converges to f(x) within the radius of convergence if f is infinitely differentiable at a.

Maclaurin Series

The Maclaurin series is a special case of the Taylor series centered at a = 0:

f(x) = Σ (f^n(0) / n!) x^n

Common Maclaurin series include expansions for e^x, sin x, cos x, and ln(1 + x), which are key

components of calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet.



Remainder and Error Estimation

The remainder term R_n(x) represents the error when approximating a function by its nth-degree

Taylor polynomial. It can be estimated using Lagrange’s form of the remainder to gauge accuracy.

Common Series and Formulas

Several important series and formulas frequently appear in calculus 2 sequences and series cheat

sheet, helping to quickly identify series behavior and compute sums.

Geometric Series Formula

The sum of an infinite geometric series with first term a and ratio r (|r| < 1) is:

S = a / (1 - r)

Binomial Series

The binomial series expands expressions of the form (1 + x)^k for any real number k:

(1 + x)^k = Σ (k choose n) x^n = 1 + kx + k(k-1)/2! x^2 + ...

Common Maclaurin Series

Exponential function: e^x = Σ x^n / n!

Sine function: sin x = Σ (-1)^n x^(2n+1) / (2n+1)!

Cosine function: cos x = Σ (-1)^n x^(2n) / (2n)!



Natural logarithm: ln(1+x) = Σ (-1)^(n+1) x^n / n, for -1 < x ≤ 1

p-Series Test Summary

For the series Σ1/n^p:

Converges if p > 1

Diverges if p ≤ 1

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in a Calculus 2 sequences and

series cheat sheet?

A Calculus 2 sequences and series cheat sheet typically covers definitions and properties of

sequences, convergence tests for series (like the Integral Test, Comparison Test, Ratio Test, Root

Test), power series, Taylor and Maclaurin series, and formulas for common series.

How can I determine if a sequence converges using a cheat sheet?

Using a cheat sheet, you can determine sequence convergence by examining the limit of the

sequence as n approaches infinity. If the limit exists and is finite, the sequence converges; otherwise,

it diverges.



What convergence tests are essential to include in a sequences and

series cheat sheet?

Essential convergence tests include the Divergence Test, Integral Test, Comparison Test, Limit

Comparison Test, Ratio Test, Root Test, and Alternating Series Test.

How do I use the Ratio Test for series convergence according to a

cheat sheet?

The Ratio Test involves taking the limit as n approaches infinity of |a_(n+1)/a_n|. If the limit is less

than 1, the series converges absolutely; if greater than 1, it diverges; if equal to 1, the test is

inconclusive.

What is the difference between absolute and conditional convergence

shown on a cheat sheet?

Absolute convergence means the series of absolute values converges, implying the original series

converges. Conditional convergence means the original series converges, but the series of absolute

values diverges.

How are power series represented and used in a sequences and series

cheat sheet?

Power series are represented as sum from n=0 to infinity of c_n(x - a)^n, where c_n are coefficients

and a is the center. They are used to represent functions as infinite polynomials within a radius of

convergence.

What formulas for common series should be memorized from a cheat

sheet?

Common series formulas include geometric series sum = a/(1 - r) for |r|<1, p-series convergence



criteria, and expansions for e^x, sin x, cos x as Taylor/Maclaurin series.

How does a cheat sheet help in finding the radius and interval of

convergence for a power series?

A cheat sheet provides formulas and steps to apply the Ratio or Root Test to find the radius of

convergence R, and then tests endpoints to determine the interval of convergence.

What role do Taylor and Maclaurin series play in sequences and series

topics on a cheat sheet?

Taylor and Maclaurin series allow approximation of functions as infinite sums of derivatives at a point.

The cheat sheet summarizes their general formulas and common expansions for use in problem

solving.

How can a sequences and series cheat sheet aid in solving problems

involving alternating series?

The cheat sheet outlines the Alternating Series Test criteria: if the absolute terms decrease

monotonically to zero, the series converges. It also explains error bounds for partial sums in alternating

series.

Additional Resources

1. Calculus II: Sequences and Series Simplified

This book offers a clear and concise overview of key concepts in sequences and series, tailored for

Calculus II students. It includes detailed explanations, step-by-step examples, and handy cheat sheets

for quick reference. Perfect for those who want to strengthen their understanding and improve

problem-solving skills in this challenging topic.

2. Essential Calculus II: Sequences, Series, and Integrals



Focusing on the core topics of Calculus II, this text provides thorough coverage of sequences and

series alongside integral applications. The book features summarized formulas, convergence tests, and

practical tips, making it an excellent companion for exam preparation and homework help.

3. Mastering Sequences and Series: A Calculus II Guide

Designed for students aiming to master sequences and series, this guide breaks down complex ideas

into manageable sections. It includes numerous solved problems, conceptual insights, and a concise

cheat sheet for quick revision. This resource is ideal for both classroom study and self-learning.

4. Calculus II Cheat Sheet: Sequences and Series Edition

This compact book serves as a quick reference for all important sequences and series topics in

Calculus II. It compiles essential formulas, convergence criteria, and common series types in an easy-

to-navigate format. Students will find it invaluable for last-minute reviews and exam day reminders.

5. Understanding Infinite Series: A Calculus II Companion

Delving deeply into infinite series, this book explains convergence tests, power series, and Taylor

series with clarity. It combines theory with practical examples and includes a cheat sheet summarizing

critical concepts. It’s a great resource for students who want a deeper grasp of infinite series.

6. Calculus II Study Guide: Sequences, Series, and More

This study guide covers all major topics in Calculus II, with particular emphasis on sequences and

series. It provides concise explanations, formula summaries, and practice problems to reinforce

learning. The included cheat sheets help students quickly recall important information during exams.

7. Sequences and Series Demystified: Calculus II Made Easy

Aimed at making sequences and series approachable, this book simplifies complex concepts through

clear language and step-by-step examples. It features a practical cheat sheet and numerous exercises

to build confidence. Ideal for students struggling with these topics or seeking a quick refresher.

8. The Calculus II Formula Handbook: Sequences and Series

This formula handbook gathers all critical sequences and series formulas needed for Calculus II in one



place. Alongside formulas, it offers brief explanations and tips for their application. It is a handy tool for

students to use throughout their course and during exam preparation.

9. Power Series and Sequences: A Calculus II Reference

Focused specifically on power series and sequences, this reference book provides detailed

explanations and examples. It includes convergence tests, radius of convergence, and manipulation

techniques with a concise cheat sheet. This resource is perfect for students seeking a focused study

aid in these areas.
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