call me maria by judith ortiz cofer

call me maria by judith ortiz cofer is a poignant short story that explores themes of
identity, cultural assimilation, and the struggles of immigrant experiences. Written by
Judith Ortiz Cofer, the narrative delves into the complex emotions of a young Latina girl
who faces the pressures of adapting to a new environment while trying to maintain her
cultural heritage. This story is often studied for its rich portrayal of bilingualism, cultural
conflict, and the personal challenges that accompany migration. In this article, an in-depth
analysis of "call me maria by judith ortiz cofer" will be provided, covering its plot, themes,
literary devices, and cultural significance. Furthermore, the influence of Ortiz Cofer’s
background on the story’s development will be examined to better understand the nuances
embedded in the narrative.
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Plot Summary of Call Me Maria

The short story "call me maria by judith ortiz cofer" centers on a young Latina girl named
Maria, who has recently immigrated to the United States. The narrative unfolds through
Maria’s perspective as she navigates the challenges of her new school environment and
the pressures to fit in with her peers. Maria feels alienated due to language barriers and
cultural differences, prompting her to contemplate changing her name to "Mary" in an
attempt to assimilate. The story captures the internal conflict Maria experiences as she
grapples with her identity and the desire to be accepted while also honoring her heritage.

Throughout the story, Maria encounters situations that highlight her sense of otherness,
from interactions with classmates to the way teachers treat her. The climax revolves
around her resistance to completely abandon her roots despite societal expectations. This
narrative arc emphasizes the delicate balance many immigrant children face between
embracing a new culture and preserving their original identity.

Themes in Call Me Maria by Judith Ortiz Cofer

The story weaves several important themes that resonate with immigrant experiences and
cultural identity. These themes are central to understanding the emotional depth and
social commentary embedded in "call me maria by judith ortiz cofer."



Identity and Self-Acceptance

One of the most prominent themes is the struggle for identity and self-acceptance. Maria's
contemplation of changing her name symbolizes the broader challenge of reconciling two
cultures. The story illustrates the tension between assimilation and cultural pride,
showcasing how immigrant children often feel pressured to conform to dominant societal
norms.

Cultural Assimilation and Alienation

Maria’s experience reflects the common immigrant challenge of assimilation, where
adapting to a new culture can lead to feelings of alienation and loss. The story critiques
the societal expectation that immigrants should easily abandon their cultural backgrounds
to fit in, highlighting the emotional toll this expectation takes.

Language and Communication Barriers

Language plays a crucial role in the story, representing both a barrier and a cultural
marker. Maria’s discomfort with English and her desire to be understood underscore the
difficulties faced by bilingual individuals in environments that prioritize one language over
others.

Family and Heritage

The importance of family and cultural heritage is a subtle yet persistent theme. Despite
the external pressures, Maria’s connection to her family and cultural roots remains a
source of strength and identity, showing the resilience of cultural traditions in the face of
change.

Literary Devices and Style

Judith Ortiz Cofer employs various literary devices and stylistic choices in "call me maria
by judith ortiz cofer" to enhance the narrative’s emotional impact and thematic depth.

First-Person Narrative Perspective

The story is told from Maria’s first-person point of view, allowing readers intimate access
to her thoughts and feelings. This perspective effectively conveys the personal nature of
Maria’s struggles and invites empathy from the audience.

Symbolism

Maria’s name acts as a powerful symbol throughout the story. It represents her cultural



identity, pride, and the internal conflict between embracing her heritage and adopting a
new identity. The act of considering a name change embodies the larger theme of
assimilation.

Imagery and Sensory Details

Ortiz Cofer uses vivid imagery and sensory details to bring Maria’s experiences to life.
Descriptions of the school environment, the sounds of different languages, and the
emotional atmosphere contribute to a rich, immersive reading experience.

Code-Switching and Bilingual Elements

The incorporation of Spanish phrases and the depiction of Maria’s bilingual reality reflect
the authentic experience of many immigrants. This technique not only adds realism but
also emphasizes the cultural duality that Maria embodies.

Cultural and Historical Context

Understanding the cultural and historical backdrop of "call me maria by judith ortiz cofer
is essential to fully grasp its significance. The story is grounded in the experiences of
Puerto Rican immigrants in the United States, particularly during the late 20th century.

Puerto Rican Migration to the United States

During the 20th century, many Puerto Ricans migrated to the mainland United States
seeking better economic opportunities and education. This migration often resulted in
complex identity negotiations for immigrants and their children, as they balanced Puerto
Rican cultural traditions with American societal expectations.

Challenges of Assimilation in American Schools

Immigrant children like Maria frequently faced challenges in American schools, including
language barriers, cultural misunderstandings, and discrimination. These challenges are
reflected in the story’s depiction of Maria’s school experience and her interactions with
teachers and peers.

Latino Identity in the United States

The story contributes to the broader discourse on Latino identity in the U.S., highlighting
issues of cultural pride, bilingualism, and the struggle against stereotyping and
marginalization.



Judith Ortiz Cofer’s Background and Influence

Judith Ortiz Cofer’s personal history and cultural background deeply inform the narrative
of "call me maria by judith ortiz cofer." Her experiences as a Puerto Rican immigrant and
her literary focus on cultural identity shape the story’s authenticity and thematic focus.

Biographical Overview

Born in Puerto Rico and raised in New Jersey, Judith Ortiz Cofer experienced firsthand the
challenges of cultural assimilation and bilingualism. Her literary works often draw from
her own life, exploring themes of identity, migration, and cultural conflict.

Literary Contributions

Ortiz Cofer is recognized for her contributions to Latino literature and for giving voice to
the immigrant experience in America. Her writings, including "call me maria by judith
ortiz cofer," blend poetry, memoir, and narrative storytelling to highlight cultural hybridity
and the complexities of identity.

Impact on Latino and American Literature

Her works have influenced discussions on multiculturalism and the representation of
Latino voices in American literature. By addressing issues such as bilingualism, cultural
assimilation, and the immigrant experience, Ortiz Cofer’s stories resonate with diverse
audiences and enrich the American literary landscape.

Key Takeaways from Call Me Maria by Judith
Ortiz Cofer

Exploration of cultural identity and the immigrant experience

Insight into the challenges of assimilation and bilingualism

Use of symbolism and first-person narrative to convey personal struggle

Reflection of Puerto Rican migration history and cultural heritage

e Contribution to Latino representation in American literature



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Call Me Maria' by Judith
Ortiz Cofer?

The main theme of 'Call Me Maria' is the struggle with cultural identity and the desire for
acceptance in a new environment. It explores the conflict between the protagonist's
Puerto Rican heritage and her experiences growing up in the United States.

How does Judith Ortiz Cofer use language to convey
Maria's feelings in the poem?

Cofer uses simple, direct language and repetition to convey Maria's feelings of frustration
and confusion about her name and identity. The use of the phrase 'Call me Maria'
emphasizes Maria's wish to be recognized and accepted for who she is.

What role does Maria's name play in the poem 'Call Me
Maria'?

Maria's name symbolizes her cultural identity and the tension she feels between her
Puerto Rican roots and her life in the United States. The insistence on being called 'Maria
reflects her desire to maintain her heritage despite external pressures to conform.

How does the poem 'Call Me Maria' reflect the
immigrant experience?

The poem reflects the immigrant experience through Maria's struggle to balance her
cultural background with the desire to fit in. It highlights the challenges of assimilation,
identity confusion, and the importance of names in preserving cultural heritage.

Why does Maria want people to call her by her real
name in 'Call Me Maria'?

Maria wants people to call her by her real name to assert her identity and honor her
Puerto Rican heritage. She feels that being called by other names erases her culture and
individuality, so insisting on 'Maria' is an act of self-affirmation.

In what ways does Judith Ortiz Cofer address cultural
assimilation in '‘Call Me Maria'?

Judith Ortiz Cofer addresses cultural assimilation by showing Maria's internal conflict and
resistance to changing her name to fit in. The poem illustrates the pressure immigrants
face to abandon their cultural identities and the emotional impact this has on individuals.



Additional Resources

1. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros

This coming-of-age novel explores the life of Esperanza Cordero, a young Latina girl
growing up in Chicago. Through a series of vignettes, the book addresses themes of
identity, culture, and the struggles faced by Latina women. Like *Call Me Maria¥*, it
highlights the challenges of navigating between two cultures.

2. In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez

This historical novel tells the story of the Mirabal sisters, who become symbols of
resistance against the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic. It explores themes
of courage, identity, and female empowerment. The book resonates with the cultural and
political themes found in *Call Me Maria*.

3. Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia

This novel follows three generations of Cuban women and their complex relationships with
each other and their homeland. It delves into themes of family, exile, and cultural identity,
much like *Call Me Maria*’'s exploration of bilingual and bicultural experiences.

4. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez

This novel traces the lives of four sisters who immigrate from the Dominican Republic to
the United States and their struggle to reconcile their heritage with American culture.
Themes of assimilation, identity, and family conflict are central, paralleling the
experiences in *Call Me Maria*.

5. When I Was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago

A memoir recounting the author’s childhood in Puerto Rico and her family’s move to New
York City. It addresses themes of cultural identity, language barriers, and the immigrant
experience, providing a personal perspective similar to that in *Call Me Maria*.

6. Under the Mesquite by Guadalupe Garcia McCall

This young adult novel tells the story of Lupita, a Mexican-American girl who finds
strength through poetry while dealing with family challenges and cultural expectations.
The book’s focus on bilingual identity and self-expression aligns with the themes in *Call
Me Maria*.

7. American Street by Ibi Zoboi

This novel follows Fabiola, a Haitian immigrant teenager navigating life in Detroit after
her mother is detained by immigration officials. It explores themes of cultural identity,
family separation, and resilience, offering a contemporary look at immigrant experiences
akin to those in *Call Me Maria*.

8. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai

A novel in verse about a young Vietnamese girl who flees her war-torn country and
resettles in Alabama. The story highlights themes of displacement, cultural adjustment,
and identity, echoing the bicultural challenges depicted in *Call Me Maria*.

9. My Name is Not Easy by Debby Dahl Edwardson

This novel focuses on Native Alaskan children sent away to a Catholic boarding school,
dealing with cultural loss and identity struggles. While centered on a different indigenous
experience, the themes of cultural conflict and self-discovery connect with those in *Call



Me Maria*.
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