
can t you make them behave king george
can t you make them behave king george is a phrase that resonates with historical significance
and cultural interpretations surrounding King George III, a monarch often remembered both for his
reign and his struggle with authority and control. This article explores the origins, meaning, and
implications of the phrase within historical contexts and popular culture. Additionally, it examines
King George’s leadership style, his challenges in governance, and how the phrase has been used
metaphorically to express frustration with control or obedience. Understanding the phrase requires
delving into 18th-century British monarchy, colonial relations, and the enduring legacy of King
George III in literature and media. The discussion also highlights the phrase’s relevance today in
various social and behavioral contexts, offering insights into obedience, authority, and rebellion. The
following sections provide a detailed analysis of these topics to give a comprehensive understanding
of “can t you make them behave king george.”

Historical Background of King George III

Meaning and Origin of the Phrase

King George III’s Leadership and Challenges

Use of the Phrase in Popular Culture

Psychological and Social Interpretations

Historical Background of King George III
King George III was the monarch of Great Britain and Ireland from 1760 until 1820. His reign is one
of the longest in British history, marked by significant political, social, and military events including
the American Revolutionary War. Understanding his historical background is essential to grasp why
phrases like “can t you make them behave king george” emerged as reflections of his rule and the
challenges he faced. George III was known for his attempts to maintain royal authority in a rapidly
changing world where parliamentary power was increasing and colonial unrest was growing.

The Early Reign and Political Environment
At the start of his reign, King George III inherited a kingdom experiencing political shifts and
economic growth. His early years as king were characterized by efforts to strengthen the monarchy
and influence government policies. However, the political environment was complicated by the rise
of parliamentary democracy and the increasing demands of the British colonies for autonomy. These
challenges set the stage for conflicts that would later define his legacy.



The American Revolution and Its Impact
The American colonies’ struggle for independence was a defining moment of King George III’s reign.
His insistence on asserting control and enforcing British laws in the colonies contributed to the
outbreak of the Revolutionary War. The phrase “can t you make them behave king george” can be
seen as an expression of the frustration felt by the king and his government toward the rebellious
colonists. This phrase also symbolizes the broader difficulties of maintaining order and authority
during this tumultuous period.

Meaning and Origin of the Phrase
The phrase “can t you make them behave king george” has roots in historical commentary and
popular culture that reflect the challenges faced by King George III in controlling his subjects and
maintaining order. It is often used metaphorically to depict situations where authority figures
struggle to enforce discipline or obedience. Understanding its origin gives insight into how language
captures historical and social tensions.

Historical Usage and Context
While not a direct quote from King George III, the phrase has been attributed to the sentiments
surrounding his reign, especially during moments of political dissent and colonial rebellion. It
encapsulates the frustration of leadership trying to impose order on unruly subjects, whether in a
royal court or a broader political landscape. The phrase reflects the perception of the king as a
figure striving to command respect and compliance amid resistance.

Evolution into Popular Sayings
Over time, the phrase evolved beyond its historical context into a colloquial expression used to
describe situations where someone is unable to control others’ behavior effectively. It has been
adapted in literature, theater, and music, often highlighting themes of authority, rebellion, and
discipline. The phrase’s endurance illustrates its resonance as a metaphor for the universal struggle
between control and freedom.

King George III’s Leadership and Challenges
The leadership style and challenges faced by King George III are central to understanding the
phrase “can t you make them behave king george.” His reign was marked by attempts to assert royal
prerogative, confront political opposition, and manage the complexities of a global empire. These
efforts were met with varying degrees of success and significant opposition, shaping his historical
image.

Assertiveness and Royal Authority
King George III sought to restore the influence of the monarchy at a time when parliamentary power



was expanding. His approach involved active engagement in government affairs and a desire to be
seen as a strong and decisive ruler. This assertiveness sometimes led to clashes with political
leaders and factions, complicating governance and contributing to the perception of a monarch
struggling to “make them behave.”

Mental Health and Its Influence on Leadership
Later in his reign, King George III experienced episodes of mental illness, which affected his ability
to rule effectively. These struggles have been linked to the challenges in maintaining control over his
government and subjects. The phrase “can t you make them behave king george” can also be
interpreted through the lens of his personal difficulties and the broader implications for leadership
under duress.

Managing Colonial Rebellions and Domestic Issues
King George III’s reign coincided with significant unrest both abroad and at home. The American
colonies’ rebellion was the most prominent challenge, but there were also domestic political disputes
and social changes that demanded careful management. The difficulties in controlling these diverse
issues underscore the frustrations embedded in the phrase and highlight the complexities of his rule.

Use of the Phrase in Popular Culture
The phrase “can t you make them behave king george” has transcended its historical origins to
become a part of popular culture, appearing in theater, music, and literature. Its usage often
emphasizes themes of authority, discipline, and the tension between control and freedom, making it
a versatile expression in various artistic and social contexts.

Theatrical and Musical References
One notable use of the phrase appears in the critically acclaimed musical "Hamilton," where King
George III is portrayed with a humorous and ironic tone. The phrase captures the king’s frustration
and serves as a satirical comment on his inability to keep the American colonies obedient. This
portrayal has helped popularize the phrase and introduce it to new audiences, linking historical
narrative with modern entertainment.

Literary Interpretations
In literature, the phrase is often used to evoke the historical period of King George III’s reign or to
symbolize the challenges of leadership and control. Writers employ it to explore themes related to
power dynamics, rebellion, and authority, using the king’s persona as a metaphor for broader
societal issues.



Psychological and Social Interpretations
Beyond its historical and cultural applications, the phrase “can t you make them behave king
george” offers valuable insights into psychological and social dynamics related to authority,
obedience, and behavioral control. It reflects fundamental human experiences with governance,
discipline, and resistance.

Authority and Obedience in Social Contexts
The phrase highlights the difficulties authority figures face when attempting to enforce rules and
norms. It underscores the social tension between those who lead and those who follow or resist. This
dynamic is central to many psychological studies of obedience and authority, illustrating the
challenges of maintaining social order.

Behavioral Control and Rebellion
The tension captured by the phrase also relates to behavioral control and the natural human
tendency toward rebellion against imposed constraints. It serves as a reminder of the limits of
authority and the importance of understanding the motivations behind noncompliance, whether in
historical monarchies or contemporary social settings.

Lessons for Modern Leadership
Modern leaders and managers can draw lessons from the phrase and its historical context,
recognizing the importance of balancing authority with empathy and effective communication. The
phrase symbolizes the ongoing challenge of guiding behavior in various organizations and societies,
emphasizing that control is not always achievable through force alone.

Summary of Key Points

“can t you make them behave king george” originates from historical frustrations related to
King George III’s reign.

The phrase symbolizes challenges of authority, obedience, and control in leadership roles.

King George III’s leadership was marked by political, personal, and colonial challenges.

The phrase has been popularized in modern culture, notably in theater and music.

It offers psychological insights into social dynamics of authority and behavioral control.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'Can’t you make them behave, King
George?' mean?
The phrase is a humorous or sarcastic way of asking King George to control unruly people or
situations, often implying that he has authority or power to enforce order.

Is 'Can’t you make them behave, King George?' a popular
meme or quote?
Yes, it has gained popularity as a meme or quote online, especially in contexts involving British
monarchy references or humorous takes on authority figures.

Where did the phrase 'Can’t you make them behave, King
George?' originate?
The phrase likely originated from internet culture or social media, playing on the historical image of
King George as a strict or authoritative figure.

Can 'Can’t you make them behave, King George?' be used in
political discussions?
Yes, it can be used sarcastically in political discussions to suggest that a leader should enforce
discipline or control over others.

Who was King George in history?
King George refers to several British monarchs, including King George III, who reigned during the
American Revolution, often symbolizing strict or authoritative rule.

How is 'Can’t you make them behave, King George?' used in
everyday conversation?
It’s typically used humorously or sarcastically when someone wants another person to control a
disruptive group or situation.

Are there any famous historical events associated with King
George that relate to this phrase?
King George III’s reign included significant events like the American Revolution, where his authority
was challenged, making the phrase a nod to his inability to 'make them behave.'



Can the phrase 'Can’t you make them behave, King George?'
be used in educational contexts?
Yes, teachers might use it humorously to address classroom behavior, invoking the idea of a strict
ruler enforcing order.

Is there a specific King George that this phrase targets?
While it can refer to any King George, it most commonly evokes King George III due to his historical
association with rebellion and control.

How can I use 'Can’t you make them behave, King George?' in
a sentence?
You could say, 'The kids are running wild—can’t you make them behave, King George?' to
humorously ask someone to restore order.

Additional Resources
1. George III: The Life and Reign of Britain's Most Controversial Monarch
This biography delves into the complex life of King George III, exploring his early years, reign during
the American Revolution, and struggles with mental illness. The book offers insights into how his
personality and decisions shaped British history. It also examines the challenges he faced in
maintaining the empire and his legacy.

2. The Madness of King George: A Royal Tragedy
Focusing on King George III's bouts with mental illness, this book provides a detailed account of the
symptoms, treatments, and political implications of his condition. The narrative combines medical
history with political intrigue, shedding light on how his illness affected the monarchy and
government operations. It also discusses the impact on his family and the public perception of the
king.

3. Can’t You Make Them Behave, King George? A Child’s View of History
Inspired by the original title, this book offers a playful and educational look at the American
Revolution from a child's perspective. It uses humor and storytelling to explain King George III's role
and the colonial response. The book is designed to engage young readers with history through vivid
illustrations and simple language.

4. The American Revolution: A History of Rebellion and Royal Response
This comprehensive history covers the causes, key events, and outcomes of the American Revolution,
with a focus on King George III’s policies and reactions. It explores the political and social tensions
between Britain and the colonies. The book also addresses how the revolution altered the
monarchy's approach to governance.

5. Royal Behavior: Etiquette and Authority in the Court of King George III
Examining the expectations and rules of conduct within King George III’s court, this book looks at
how power and behavior were intertwined. It discusses the role of ceremony, protocol, and discipline
in maintaining royal authority. Readers gain an understanding of how the king managed his court



and public image.

6. King George and the American Colonies: A Tale of Conflict and Compromise
This book explores the complex relationship between King George III and the American colonies,
highlighting moments of conflict as well as attempts at diplomacy. It provides context for the
political decisions that led to the revolution. The narrative emphasizes the challenges of managing a
vast empire with diverse interests.

7. The Crown and the Constitution: King George III’s Role in British Politics
Focusing on constitutional history, this book analyzes King George III’s influence on the balance of
power between the monarchy and Parliament. It discusses key political crises and how the king’s
actions shaped British governance. The work provides insight into the evolving role of monarchy
during a turbulent era.

8. Behavior and Power: Leadership Lessons from King George III
This book draws leadership lessons from the life and reign of King George III, examining his
strengths and weaknesses. It considers how his personal behavior affected his rule and relationships
with advisors. The book offers reflections on leadership, decision-making, and resilience.

9. The King’s Madness and the Making of Modern Britain
Exploring the impact of King George III's mental illness on British society and politics, this book
argues that his condition played a crucial role in the transformation of the monarchy. It discusses
the medical understanding of mental health at the time and the political consequences of the king’s
incapacity. The book also considers how this period influenced modern British constitutional
monarchy.
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