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causes of the french revolution dbq answer key is a critical topic for
understanding the complex factors that led to one of the most significant
upheavals in world history. This article provides a comprehensive and
detailed exploration of the various causes that contributed to the outbreak
of the French Revolution. By analyzing the political, social, economic, and
intellectual factors, this content aims to offer a thorough answer key for a
Document-Based Question (DBQ) on this topic. The causes of the French
Revolution are multifaceted, involving a combination of long-term structural
issues and immediate triggers. Readers will gain insight into the role of the
monarchy, class tensions, financial crises, Enlightenment ideas, and other
critical elements. This analysis also highlights how these factors
interplayed to create a revolutionary environment in late 18th-century
France. The following sections will break down these causes systematically
for an enriched understanding of the French Revolution’s origins.
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Political Causes of the French Revolution

The political landscape of France before the Revolution was characterized by
an absolute monarchy under King Louis XVI. The monarchy's centralized power
and inability to address the growing demands of different social classes
played a critical role in sparking revolutionary sentiments. The Estates-
General system, which was outdated and unfair, heightened political
discontent, particularly among the Third Estate.

Absolute Monarchy and Royal Authority

France's political structure was dominated by the absolute monarchy, where
the king wielded almost unchecked power. King Louis XVI's reign was marked by
ineffective leadership and resistance to reform. The lack of political
representation for the common people and the nobility’s privileges fueled



resentment. The monarchy's failure to create a more inclusive and equitable
political system contributed significantly to the revolutionary cause.

The Estates-General and Political Inequality

The Estates-General was a legislative assembly representing the three
estates: the clergy (First Estate), the nobility (Second Estate), and the
commoners (Third Estate). However, voting was conducted by estate rather than
by head, giving disproportionate power to the privileged estates. This system
marginalized the Third Estate, which constituted the vast majority of the
population but had little political influence. This institutional inequality
was a major political grievance leading up to the revolution.

Social Causes of the French Revolution

Social stratification in pre-revolutionary France was rigid and inequitable.
The division of society into three estates created tensions that were
impossible to ignore. The privileges enjoyed by the First and Second Estates
contrasted starkly with the burdens borne by the Third Estate, sparking
widespread social unrest.

The Three Estates System

The First Estate consisted of the clergy, who enjoyed significant privileges,
including exemption from many taxes. The Second Estate, made up of the
nobility, also held extensive rights and wealth. In contrast, the Third
Estate encompassed peasants, urban workers, and the burgeoning bourgeoisie,
who were subject to heavy taxation and lacked political power. This social
inequality became a key catalyst for revolutionary demands.

Class Tensions and Social Inequality

Within the Third Estate, different groups experienced varying degrees of
hardship. Peasants faced feudal dues and tithe payments, urban workers
struggled with low wages and unemployment, and the bourgeoisie sought greater
political rights and economic opportunities. These class tensions created a
fertile ground for revolutionary ideas to take root and flourish.

Economic Causes of the French Revolution

Economic hardship was one of the most pressing causes of the French
Revolution. The government’s financial crisis, combined with widespread
poverty and famine, created a volatile environment. The economic grievances
of the French people were deeply intertwined with social and political



discontent.

Debt and Fiscal Crisis

France’s involvement in costly wars, including the American Revolution,
drastically increased national debt. The monarchy’s extravagant spending
further worsened the financial situation. Attempts to reform the tax system
were blocked by the privileged estates, forcing the government to resort to
borrowing and increasing taxes on the Third Estate, which proved
unsustainable.

Taxation and Economic Inequality

The tax burden fell heavily on the common people, while the clergy and
nobility were often exempt. This unequal taxation system exacerbated economic
disparities and fueled resentment. Additionally, poor harvests and rising
bread prices led to widespread hunger and hardship among peasants and urban
workers, intensifying the call for change.

List of Key Economic Factors

Mounting national debt and fiscal mismanagement

Unequal taxation policies favoring the privileged classes

Inflation and rising cost of living, especially bread prices

Widespread poverty and unemployment among the Third Estate

Failure of economic reforms to alleviate financial burdens

Intellectual and Cultural Causes

The Enlightenment played a significant role in shaping the ideological
foundation of the French Revolution. Intellectuals challenged traditional
authority and promoted ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity. These
ideas inspired many within the Third Estate to demand political and social
reform.

Enlightenment Philosophers and Ideas

Thinkers such as John Locke, Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Voltaire critiqued



the existing social and political order. They advocated for the separation of
powers, popular sovereignty, and individual rights. These Enlightenment
concepts questioned the legitimacy of absolute monarchy and the privileges of
the aristocracy, influencing revolutionary leaders and the general populace
alike.

Spread of Revolutionary Ideals

Printed materials such as pamphlets, books, and newspapers helped disseminate
Enlightenment ideas throughout France. Salons and coffeehouses became centers
for political discussion and debate. The growing awareness of these
progressive ideals contributed to a cultural shift that undermined
traditional authority and encouraged demands for change.

Immediate Triggers of the Revolution

While long-term causes set the stage, immediate events acted as catalysts
that accelerated the revolutionary process. These triggers exposed the deep-
seated problems in French society and government, ultimately leading to the
outbreak of revolution in 1789.

Calling of the Estates-General in 1789

Facing a severe financial crisis, King Louis XVI called the Estates-General
for the first time since 1614, hoping to secure new tax revenues. However,
the assembly revealed profound divisions, particularly regarding voting
procedures and representation. The Third Estate’s frustration led to the
formation of the National Assembly and a challenge to royal authority.

The Tennis Court Oath and National Assembly

After being locked out of the Estates-General meeting hall, members of the
Third Estate convened in a nearby indoor tennis court. There, they swore the
Tennis Court Oath, vowing not to disband until a new constitution was
established. This act of defiance marked a turning point, signaling the
beginning of revolutionary governance.

Storming of the Bastille

On July 14, 1789, Parisians stormed the Bastille prison, a symbol of royal
tyranny and oppression. This event is often considered the start of the
French Revolution. It demonstrated popular support for revolutionary change
and the willingness of the masses to take direct action against the monarchy.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary social causes of the French
Revolution as indicated in the DBQ answer key?

The primary social causes included the inequality among the three estates,
with the Third Estate bearing heavy taxes and having little political power,
while the First and Second Estates enjoyed privileges.

How did economic factors contribute to the French
Revolution according to the DBQ answer key?

Economic factors such as widespread poverty, food shortages, rising bread
prices, and national debt from costly wars strained the French economy and
fueled discontent among common people.

What role did the Enlightenment ideas play in
causing the French Revolution based on the DBQ
answer key?

Enlightenment ideas promoted liberty, equality, and fraternity, challenging
the traditional authority of the monarchy and inspiring the Third Estate to
demand political and social reforms.

According to the DBQ answer key, how did the
political structure of France contribute to the
revolution?

The absolute monarchy centralized power in the king, while the Estates-
General was ineffective and unrepresentative, causing frustration among the
Third Estate who sought greater political participation.

What financial crisis 1is highlighted in the DBQ
answer key as a cause of the French Revolution?

France's massive debt from involvement in the American Revolution and
extravagant spending by the monarchy led to a financial crisis, forcing
attempts to raise taxes that angered the populace.

How did the actions of King Louis XVI contribute to
the outbreak of the French Revolution according to
the DBQ answer key?

King Louis XVI's indecisiveness, resistance to reform, and failure to
effectively address financial and social issues undermined his authority and



increased revolutionary tensions.

What immediate event sparked the French Revolution
as described in the DBQ answer key?

The convening of the Estates-General in 1789 and the subsequent formation of
the National Assembly by the Third Estate, asserting their rights, marked the
immediate trigger for the revolution.

Additional Resources

1. The Causes of the French Revolution: A Documentary History

This book compiles primary source documents that shed light on the complex
causes of the French Revolution. It includes speeches, letters, and political
writings from key figures of the era, providing readers with firsthand
perspectives. The annotated commentary helps students understand the social,
economic, and political factors that contributed to the revolution.

2. Liberty, Equality, Fraternity: Exploring the French Revolution

A comprehensive overview of the French Revolution, this book delves into the
root causes including the financial crisis, social inequality, and
Enlightenment ideas. It is designed for students and educators and includes
critical thinking questions and analysis to help decode the revolution’s
causes and outcomes. The narrative is accessible yet detailed, making it
ideal for DBQ preparation.

3. France in Revolution: Causes and Consequences

This text examines the multifaceted causes of the French Revolution, focusing
on economic hardship, political corruption, and the influence of
revolutionary ideals. It discusses the Estates-General and the collapse of
the Ancien Régime. The book balances factual information with interpretive
analysis, which is useful for answering DBQ prompts.

4. The French Revolution: From Enlightenment to Tyranny

Tracing the intellectual roots of the revolution, this book emphasizes the
impact of Enlightenment thinkers on the revolutionary cause. It also explores
how social tensions and fiscal mismanagement led to widespread unrest. The
author presents a nuanced view of how ideology and practical grievances
combined to ignite revolution.

5. Social and Economic Causes of the French Revolution

This focused study highlights the economic disparities and social structures
that fueled revolutionary sentiment in France. It details the burden of
taxation on the Third Estate and the privileges enjoyed by the clergy and
nobility. The book features charts and data that support analysis of economic
causes, aiding DBQ responses.

6. Political Upheaval in Pre-Revolutionary France
This book investigates the political landscape before the revolution,



including the weaknesses of King Louis XVI's reign and the failure of
reforms. It explains how the Estates-General was convened and how political
factions emerged. The detailed political context is critical for
understanding revolutionary causes and for crafting strong DBQ answers.

7. The French Revolution: A Short History

Offering a concise yet thorough overview, this book covers the key causes of
the French Revolution with clarity and brevity. It is ideal for students who
need a quick but solid grounding in the subject. The author also addresses
the immediate triggers such as food shortages and the calling of the Estates-
General.

8. Enlightenment Ideas and the French Revolution

This volume explores how Enlightenment philosophy inspired revolutionary
leaders and shaped public opinion. It connects the writings of Rousseau,
Voltaire, and Montesquieu to the demands for political and social change in
France. The book provides critical insights into the ideological causes of
the revolution.

9. Taxation and Financial Crisis in Revolutionary France

Focusing on the fiscal problems that destabilized the French monarchy, this
book explains how debt and inefficient tax systems led to widespread
discontent. It examines government spending, war debts, and the failure to
reform the tax structure. The detailed financial analysis supports
understanding of economic causes for DBQ essays.
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